
Washburn University Choral Studies

The Washburn Choir and the Washburn Singers, 
under the direction of Kevin Kellim, are the 
Department of Music’s two premiere choral ensembles. 
Both present a number of concerts each year on 
campus and at various locations across the state of 
Kansas and throughout the Midwest. As a part of the 
capital city community, Washburn choral ensembles 
are also invited to sing for a variety of civic and 
governmental functions. Over the years they have 
performed for many distinguished state and national 
dignitaries. In addition, both groups have performed 
at the Kansas Music Educators convention in Wichita. 
In 2011, both ensembles were recognized for their 
performances at the annual Holiday Vespers concert, 
which was televised by KTWU. The production 
received a regional Emmy award in 2012.

Members of the Choir and Singers have also 
performed internationally. Past tours have included 
performances in Great Britain, Germany, Austria, and 
South Africa.

Washburn choral ensembles, under Dr. Kellim’s 
direction, are known for their high level of musical 
accomplishment. Rehearsals are fast-paced and 
energetic, with much attention given to the details 
that insure excellence in performance. Singing at 
Washburn University is a good way for students to get 
acquainted with each other and to be a part of a very 
rewarding aesthetic experience. All Washburn students 
are encouraged to take part in this unique and exciting 
opportunity.
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Dr. Kevin Kellim has served as the Director of Choral Studies at Washburn 
University since 1992. He conducts the Washburn Choir and Washburn 
Singers and has taught courses in conducting, private voice and music 
appreciation. Under his direction, the Washburn Choir has performed 
in Carnegie Hall and a variety of venues throughout Europe and South 
Africa.   

Dr. Kellim is also Music Director for the Topeka Festival Singers. He 
recently completed his 25th season with the Festival Singers, and has been 
recognized for his excellent work with the ensemble. They consistently 
receive positive reviews for their performances, which ranges each 
season from the “Classics to Pop”. Dr. Kellim and the Festival Singers 
have participated in two European performance tours. In addition, they 
have also premiered new choral works by such noted composers as Libby 
Larsen, Daniel Gawthrop, Ben Allaway, André Thomas, Robert Aldridge 
and Walter Pelz.

As Director of Music at First Presbyterian Church, Topeka, Dr. Kellim 
conducts the Chancel Choir during worship services and for special 
concerts. He is an active conductor and adjudicator of several honor choirs, 
festivals, music workshops, and camps throughout the country.


