
Lessons from the Integrating General 
Education conference in Portland, Maine



The most central lesson of the conference is 
that the issues we are struggling with here at 
Washburn ñhow to define general - education 
skills, how to assess student learning in 
general education, how to connect general 
education with capstone experiences ñare 
also being struggled with at campuses across 
the nation.  



}Which means we are not alone

}Which also means no one else has the 
answers, either



So, ok, reworking general education and 
coming up with effective assessment tools is 
bound to be a hassle, is bound to provoke 
arguments and turf battles and too many 
committee meetings, and why should we even 
bother? 

Because we have to. For at least 3 reasons.



1) Accountability
From Congress to state legislatures, from accreditation 

agencies to constituents, the growing demand in higher 
education is for clear accountability. Assessment provides 
that.

2) Oversight
If we are going to argue that we provide students with a broad 

liberal education, we had better be able to show that we do 
so. A well - organized general - education curriculum, with clear 
assessment as a component, makes good on that promise.

3) Faculty demands
The faculty survey on general education provides a clear and 

decisive mandate for a revision of our present general -
education program (and an obvious message of 
dissatisfaction with the present program) . A similar agenda 
was implicit in the faculty approval of the Washburn 
Transformational Experience requirement.



òStop denigrating the assessment that faculty 
are already doing, using gradesó

-- Stephen Spangehi, keynote speaker



}We knew that all along, didnõt we?

}It doesnõt mean, of course, that grades are 
enough (they can be one component in a 
range of assessment tools)



Broadly speaking, we can identify three models 
for general education:

1) The smorgasboard approach (our present 
model)

2) Developmental models 

3) Core curricular models



}Presumes general education should take 
place in the first couple years (mostly) of a 
studentõs college experience.

}Presents a range of choices for general 
education each of which fulfills defined goals 
in terms of content (spheres of knowledge) 
and skills.


