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The Chair’s Corner  
by Kevin Charlwood, PhD, Chair 

 
     As many of you may have heard, Larry Blumberg stepped 
down as Chair of Mathematics & Statistics in August 2007 
after 10 years in that capacity.  I’ve been at Washburn since 
Larry started as Chair, and now I find myself in that position.  
This first year has been a challenge, though a good one, with 
plenty to learn.  Handling the budget was not as much of a 
challenge as I imagined.  Student concerns were relatively 
minimal, but most activity centered on approvals of math 
courses transferred to Washburn from elsewhere.  Soon our 
department’s annual report will be due, and we have quite a 
bit in the way of good news to report. 
 
    We are making some modifications to our senior Capstone 
Experience; in particular, we are splitting it in to 2 courses – a 
2-credit course (MA 387) that meets 2 hours per week and 
focuses on advanced topics, along with a 1-credit course (MA 
388) for the required semester project.  This allows us some 
flexibility for students who might want to get an early start on 
their project.  The Capstone Experience is required for pure 
math majors, and those in Math for Secondary Teaching; it 
replaced the old MA 330 Mathematical Modeling 
requirement. 
 
    The student research in Capstone often leads to nice 
papers suitable for presentation at Kappa Mu Epsilon regional 
or national conventions.  We are really proud of the success 
our students have had the past three decades in this regard; 
one of our three presenters at KME this April at Pittsburg 
State won an award (details in another article in this 
newsletter).   
 
    Some other important news – last fall our newly formed 
Actuarial Science Advisory Board met for the first time.  As 
the Society of Actuaries had made numerous changes to the 
exam series since 2000, we felt we needed to keep in 
constant contact with local actuaries, most of whom are 
graduates of our program.  It was beneficial for us to learn 
what companies need from our graduates in today’s world, 
especially in terms of knowledge of statistical software.  We 
expect to host a luncheon on campus at least once a year, to 
keep abreast of any changes  

in the profession that necessitate a reexamination of our 
program. 
 
    We continue to look at our placement process for an 
incoming student’s first math course.  Freshmen and 
transfers often have such a wide variety of backgrounds, so 
advising based on a student’s math ACT, a math placement 
score and prior math courses taken (and when) is crucial.  
Along with this, we may make some changes to the 
Beginning/Intermediate/College Algebra sequence, as so 
many students depend on at least one course in this 
sequence for the mathematics they need. 
 
     As I close, I would enjoy hearing from our department’s 
alumni, especially those who graduated prior to my start at 
Washburn (1997).  Moving forward, I am always looking for 
ways to help improve our programs, and how we serve our 
students.  I look forward to serving my colleagues in this 
capacity for years to come!     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spotlight on Seniors 2007-2008 
 

Tamela Bolen (2008) graduated with a BA in Mathematics, 

Specialization in Secondary Education.  Tamela has accepted 

a position and will begin her teaching career at WRHS in Fall 

2008.  

 

Andrea Broadbent (2008) graduated with a BA in 

Mathematics, Specialization in Secondary Education.  Andrea 

has accepted a position and will begin her teaching career at 

the new Seaman Freshmen Center in Fall 2008.  
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Alexandria Verbenec (Jeannin) (2008) graduated with a BA in 

Mathematics, Specialization in Secondary Education.  

Alexandria has accepted a position at her alma mater 

Basehor- Linwood High school and will begin her teaching 

career in Fall 2008.  Congratulations to Alexandria  on her 

marriage, July 26, 2008! 

 

Richard Nelson (2008) graduated with a BA in Mathematics.  

Richard will pursue a Master’s Degree in Mathematics at 

Emporia State University in Fall 2008. 

 

 

News from our Graduates 

 
Alex Alejandro (2000) lives in Wichita, KS  and still works for 

Cessna Aeronautics. 

 

Inshim Kim (2002) has moved from Highland Park to Topeka 

High School. 

 

Susan Kramer (1974 ) who teaches at  ACCHS in Effingham, 

KS and participates regularly in WU math summer courses, 

Math Day, and KATM workshops.   

 

Melissa Mikkelsen (2001) now teaches Calculus and 

Precalculus  and is the Math Club Sponsor at Highland Park 

HS. 

 

Brian Meredith (2001) is currently teaching at Washburn 

Rural High School and doing graduate studies at WU. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Chair for the Department of 

Mathematics & Statistics, Fall 2007 
 

   The Department's previous Chair, Dr. Larry Blumberg, 

stepped down from his post during summer 2007, and began 

a phase-out retirement.  The new Chairperson  is Dr. Kevin 

Charlwood.  Dr. Charlwood has been in the Department since 

1997, and has taught a wide range of courses, including 

Modern Algebra, Applied Statistics, Numerical Analysis and 

Real Analysis.  Dr. Charlwood earned his doctorate at the 

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 1994, and held 

teaching posts at Bradley University in Peoria, IL and at Saint 

Leo College (now University) in Saint Leo, FL. 

 

Math Students Present at Kappa Mu 

Epsilon’s 2008 Regional Conference 
 

A group of 6 faculty from Mathematics & Statistics took 7 

students to Pittsburg State this past April 4 & 5 for the 

regional Kappa Mu Epsilon (national mathematics honor 

society) student research convention.  There  were 11 papers 

given, 3 from Washburn, 3 from Pitt State, 2 from Missouri 

State, and 1 each from Fort Hays, Drury, and Evangel.  Prizes  

were awarded to the top 4 papers presented, based on a 

weighted score on the written and oral presentations, though 

the awards were not rank-ordered when presented. 

 

 Our 3 presenters were: Tamela Bolen, "Where Math Meets 

Music", Alexandria Jeannin, "The Road Not Taken: 

Explorations in Urban Geometry" and Brandy Mann, "Where 

do we Hunt for Ichabods? - A Study Using Time Series  

Forecasting Methods."  Brandy was awarded one of the top 4 

prizes for her work.   

 

Our chapter of KME inducted 2 faculty as honorary members 

(Gaspar Porta and Jennifer Wagner) and 8 new student 

members at its February 25 initiation ceremony and dinner.  

The ceremony took place at Hunan’s, our favorite Chinese 

restaurant and served by our favorite math graduate/chef, 

Fai Ng (’07).  Fai’s family owns and runs the restaurant.   

 

 

Department Hires  New  Professors 
 

 

The Math Department hired two new tenure-track 

professors,  Dr. Porta and Dr. Wagner  who both started   

Susan Kramer sends the following  addition/ 

correction to our 2007’s article, “Math Students 

Present at KME.”  In 1973 there were 3 

presenters (not the one listed:)  Frank 

Fussenegger presented “Poor Man’s Plotter,” 

Linda Grandstaff presented “On the Graphs of 

Groups,” and Susan Kramer presented “A 

Representation of the Trees of Graphs of 

Groups.”  Dr. Bill Milner was the faculty director 

for both Linda and Susan, and Frank was a 

Physics major and President of  KME.  Thanks, 

Susan! 
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 in Fall 2007.  Jennifer Wagner was actually hired in 2006 as a 

Lecturer.  She then applied for the tenure track position in 

2007 and was hired along with Gaspar Porta. 

 

Gaspar Porta can often be found  in his office surrounded by 

math games and toys and helping one of his students.  Gaspar 

(often called Gap) speaks Spanish and lived in Buenos Aires 

for 8 years with his parents.  After spending some time 

exploring the US, Gaspar earned his BS in Mathematics & 

Physics  at the University of Illinois at Urbana (in East Central 

Illinois) and his doctorate at the University of Illinois at 

Champaign with his thesis in Operator Theory.   

 

Gap’s interests include Harmonic Series & Graph Theory, 

boardgames, puzzles (like the 3-D tangram), and soccer.  

Gaspar along with his awesome wife, Kat, (a dancer, math 

major, and programmer for Nielson) serve as WU Faculty in 

Residence in the Living and Learning Center for 2007-2008 

and 2008-2009.  We are delighted to have persuaded him to 

accept a tenure track position with us as he has taught in 

several institutions (Carthage College in Wisconsin, 

Washington University, Colgate in upstate New York) either 

as a visiting professor or in short term positions. 

 

Jennifer Wagner is originally from St. Paul, MN and  also lived 

in Iowa, San Diego, and Chicago. As an undergraduate, she 

spent a semester in Budapest, Hungary. Jennifer earned her 

B.A. from Grinnell College in 1995 and her Ph.D from the  

University of California, San Diego in 2000. She now lives in 

Lawrence. 

 

Mathematically, Jennifer’s main  interest is  in combinatorics.   

Most of her research  has involved symmetric functions, 

though she is  also interested in graph theory. She has a 

current project that may have applications  to  biology. 

 

Jennifer tells us “When I have time, I like to read (especially 

mysteries), cook, and I am a wine enthusiast. I used to knit, 

but have fallen out of the habit recently.”  Since Jennifer 

spent last year as a Lecturer in our department, we knew that 

we were hiring a winner! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Math Day XXXIX  
 

The 39
th

 annual Math Day took place on November 3, 2007.  

203 students from 18 area high schools took the 40 question 

competitive exam.  After the exam students were served 

lunch and toured the campus.  Awards for highest scores and 

fun math door prizes were given out directly after the exams 

were graded and posted.  Math Day XL will take place on 

November 4, 2008 with a new coordinator, Jennifer Wagner. 

 

 

Retiring Faculty Phasing Out 
 

This year we have several math faculty who are in the 3-year 

phase out retirement process.  Al Riveland and Dick Driver 

will start the process in the Fall 2008.  Larry Blumberg started 

his phase out last summer.  Finally, Ken Ohm is in his last year 

of the 3-year retirement process.  The combined teaching 

experience of these faculty approaches 120  years of 

knowledge.  The baton is passing and they will certainly be 

missed!  Speaking of passes, Ken Ohm will defend his national 

title in the javelin throw at the Air Force Academy (Colorado 

Springs) in August after competing in the Senior Olympics in 

Louisville Kentucky in June.  Happy “Ohm” on the javelin 

range, Ken! 

 

Student Teachers in Mathematics 
Three mathematics majors completed their student teaching 

experience this spring.  Tamela Bolen student-taught at 

Washburn Rural High School.  Andrea Broadbent completed 

her experience at Jefferson West High School with Les Grose.  

And, Alexandria Jeannin taught at Desoto High School with 

cooperating teacher Dwight Spencer.  All three preservice 

teachers received and accepted job offers well before their 

student teaching experiences were successfully completed.  

The department has had two to six student teachers each 

spring for the last five years, a great contribution to Kansas’   

qualified mathematics teachers. 

 

 

Slice of Pi is an annual publication of the Department of 
Mathematics and Statistics at Washburn University, Topeka, 
KS, 66621.  
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Math Club 

 
Math Club was going strong this year with pizza lunches and 

math talks almost every month.  Brandy Mann served as 

President for 2007-2008 and her enthusiastic work brought 

several new members to the club.   

 

Both Brandy and Tamela Bolen practiced their KME talks, 

giving the math department a sneak preview of their 

upcoming presentations in Pittsburg, KS.   Scott Koertner, a 

WU math graduate, gave a talk on his job at Heart to Heart, a 

nonprofit organization that does disaster relief (including 

helping the victims of Katrina) and how he uses problem 

solving in his work.   Also, Dr. Sarah Cook and Dr. Jennifer 

Wagner gave a lively talk on bubbles and math puzzles during 

one lunch meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Happening in the Department? 
 

The Math faculty were busy over the 2007-2008 academic 

year.  Here is a snapshot of some of the activities each 

tenure-track faculty took part in. 

 

Kevin Charlwood 

 Presented "Mathematics Assessment at One Four-

Year Institution: Closing the Loop" in January 2008 

in San Diego at the Joint Winter Mathematics 

meetings. 

 Presented  "By All Means: Three Measures of 

Center" at the Kansas MAA Meeting on May 3, 

2008, at  Bethel College in North Newton, KS.   

 Created Actuarial Science Advisory Board at the 

Kansas MAA Meeting on May 3, 2008 this past year, 

organizing two luncheon meetings (Nov. 16, 2007 

and May 23, 2008) - we have 10 members, some 

WU graduates, most in the area at  BC/BS of KS, 

Front Row:  Bill Gahnstrom,  Dr. Gaspar Porta, Lynn Bailey , Dr. Kevin Charlwood (chair), Dr. Mike Mosier, Dr. Al Riveland 

Back Row:  Dr. Hwa Chi Liang, Dr. Jennifer Wagner, Dr. Sarah Cook, Evelyn Pitts, Dr. Pat Mower, Dr. Dick Driver 
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Aviva, KS Insurance Dept., and Security Benefit 

Group.  

 Refereed the article, "The Draining Cylinder" for the 

College Mathematics Journal (Spring 2008). 

 

Sarah Cook  

 Led workshops on “Bubbles, Puzzles, and More” at 
Washburn’s Women in Science Day.  (with Jennifer 
Wagner) 

 Led workshops on “Puzzles and Bubbles” at Emporia 
State University’s Sonia Kovalevsky day. (with 
Jennifer Wagner) 

 Organized and led activities on “Math Fun” at 
daughter Katherine’s Brownie Troop October 
meeting.  The activities allowed each girl to earn her 
math badge. 

 Presented “Out the Door:  Using Exit Interviews as 
an Assessment Tool” at the Joint Meetings of the 
MAA/AMA/AWM in San Diego. 

 

Hwa Chi Liang 

 Served in the following service positions 

1.  Faculty senate 

2.  Math tutor center coordinator 

3.  Departmental library representative  

 Prepared students for the actuarial exams.  The 
actuarial exams are highly competitive and require, 
on average, 250 to 300 hours of study.       

 

Mike Mosier 

 Currently serving as the Chair of the Data Safety 
Monitoring Board (DSMB) for a large R01 grant, 
which is co-PI’d by Dr. Carol Smith (Nursing) and Dr. 
Edward Ellerbeck (Preventive Medicine) at the 
University of Kansas Medical Center.  The grant will 
continue for five years, and involves an innovative 
outpatient treatment regimen for heart failure 
patients.   

 As course coordinator for MA-140 (Statistics),  Mike 
helped initiate the implementation of common final 
questions.  This first year we used 12 common 
questions, and are anticipating making the entire 
final common in the near future, following the MA-
116 model. 

 Published paper:  “Topical Verapamil   HCl, Topical 
Trifluoperazine, and Topical  Magnesium Sulfated for 
the treatment of Peyronie’s Disease – A Placebo-
Controlled Pilot Study,” Journal of Sexual Medicine, 

2007;4:477, with Fitch, WP, Easterling, WJ, Talbert, 
RL, and Dordovsky, MJ. 

Pat Mower 

 Served as Editor for math dept's annual news letter, 
Slice of Pi. 

 Wrote Teaching tips for an Exploring Math textbook 
(Sullivan) along with several other authors.  The tips 
were published in a teachers’ guide titled Hints for 
Teaching Exploring Math. 

 Coordinated MA 110 Exploring Math courses, co-
wrote Common Final, worked with and mentored 
MA 110 instructors,  and collected stats for 
assessment  

 Conducted workshops titled “Reflections in a 
Looking Glass:  Kaleidoscope Math” on Women in 
Science Day, Oct. 11, 2007  for 50 middle school girls 
where each student made a kaleidoscope and 
participated in a symmetry activity.  Three of the 
Middle School Educators students served as helpers 
and portions of the workshops were televised on the 
local (WIBW) news. 

 Attended Regional NCTM Conference in Kansas City 
on Oct, 24, 2007 and took one preservice 
elementary education student to her first math 
conference. 

 

 

Jennifer Wagner  

 Published the paper, “On distinguishing trees by 

their chromatic symmetric functions” in the Journal 

of Combinatorial Theory, Series A, with Jeremy L. 

Martin and Matthew Morin. 

 Led workshops on “Puzzles, Bubbles, and More” at 

Washburn’s Women In Science Day (with Sarah 

Cook). 

 Led workshops on “Puzzles, Bubbles, and More” at 

Emporia State University’s Sonia Kovalevsky Day 

(with Sarah Cook). 

 Agreed to take over as coordinator of Washburn’s 

Math Day, starting in the fall of 2008.  

 Presented a talk on "Evaluating Communication Skills 

in Modern Algebra" at the meeting of the Kansas 

Section of the Mathematical Association of America 

on May 3, 2008.



 

 

Pat Mower, PhD, Editor 

Department of Mathematics and Statistics 

Washburn University 

1700 SW College Avenue 

Topeka, KS  66621 

 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WU Department of Mathematics & Statistics 

Sheet for Alumni Information and/or Recommendation of Potential Student 

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE 

Name:_________________________________________  Year of Graduation from WU: __________ 

Address:  ______________________________________   Phone:  (         ) _____________________ 

______________________________________________   Cell:  (      )  ________________________ 

Employer or Business (address): 

______________________________________________   Phone:  (       )  ______________________ 

______________________________________________   E-mail:  (       )  ______________________ 

______________________________________________   Web URL:  _________________________ 

News:  (Tell us about yourself; recommend a potential student ï name, address, something about her or him;  

other news of interest or update your last entry.) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please return to: 

Dr. Pat Mower 

Dept. of Mathematics & Statistics 

1700 SW College Ave. 

Washburn University 

Topeka KS  66621 


