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 HIGHLIGHTS  
 

China Experiences the Great Wind of Kansas  

Kirt Saville, chair, music department 

 

On May 15 ï 28, 2007 the Washburn University Wind 

Ensemble had the opportunity and unique privilege to 

represent the department of music, Washburn 

University, Kansas, and the United States of America 

as ambassadors of the Fine Arts within the Peoples 

Republic of China.  All but two of our 43 students 

applied for International Travel funds through the, 

ñInternational Education Transformational 

Experience.ò  Seven faculty and two spouses also 

attended.  Cities visited included Beijing, Tianjin, Xian, 

and Shanghai.   

Prior to our trip to China each of the students was 

required to prepare a 4 page report on China.  They 

were also required to attend five lectures covering the 

history, music, contemporary society, politics, and an 

American perspective on China.  These lectures were 

presented respectively by Professor Sarah Tucker, 

History; Assoc. Professor Shiao-Li Ding, Music; Baili 

Zhang, Director of International Programs; Professor 

Chris Hamilton, Political Science, and Kirt and Julie 

Saville, Music. 

 

 

Members of the band pose in front of the Temple of 

Heaven, Beijing          photo provided by K. Saville 

The WU Wind Ensemble presented concerts at Beijing 

Normal University, Tianjin Conservatory of Music, 

Tianjin University, Tianjin Normal University, and 

Shanghai Normal University.  The ensemble had the 

opportunity to meet and perform with their peers at 

each of these institutions.  At three of these venues our 

students spent an afternoon with their peers, practicing, 

rehearsing musical selections, and sharing meals.  The 

evening concerts showcased the Chinese bands, the 

WU Wind Ensemble and then a short combined concert 

by both bands. The Wind Ensemble was well received ï 

performing by the demand of the applause - two and 

three encores at several of our concerts. 

 

Other musical experiences: 

*Beijing Opera ï 3 productions, Beijing 

*Temple of Heaven ï ancient instrument museum & 

concert 

*Summer Palace ï Palace Theater musical performance 

*Beijing School for the Arts ï orchestra rehearsal 

*Tianjin Conservatory of Music - One hour concert 

presented by the TCM faculty on Chinese traditional 

instruments, and 

*Tianjin Normal University - TNU Drum ensemble and 

Orchestra concert. 

  

In addition to these extraordinary music events the 

ensemble had a chance to visit six sites which are listed 

on the World Cultural Heritage list: the Great Wall of 

China, the Ming Tombs, Tiananmen Square, Forbidden 

City, Summer Palace, and the Terra-cotta warriors of 

Xian. 

 

The students braved an overnight hard-sleeper train on 

two occasions, rode bicycles atop the ancient wall of 

Xian, hiked the great wall, and experienced the culture 

and people of China through 4 of the great cities in 

China.  We learned to eat with chopsticks, speak a few 

phrases of Chinese, bargain for treasures, and navigate 

through the masses in the train terminals.  We shared 

and performed a wide variety of music, both Chinese 

and American.  Perhaps the students felt as I did ï that 

despite all of the many wondrous sights seen, felt, and 

experienced in China ï their greatest treasure is their 

people.  We were received as friends, colleagues, 

fellow-students, and teachers. The warmth of the 

Chinese in terms of their kindness and generosity of 

spirit, art and mind brings us to the realization that we 

have much in common and yet so much to learn from 

each other.  Iôm certain that lives and attitudes were 

touched and transformed through this remarkable 

experience.   

 

 

Paraguay, Canada, Greece, Germany, Poland: 

Exploring the Visual Arts as Primary Cultural 

Communication 

Reinhild Janzen, professor of art history, interim 

director, Mulvane Art Museum 

 



In late May I traveled to Asuncion, Paraguay, where I 

was hosted for ten days by the Paraguayan counterpart 

of the Kansas Paraguay Partnership, the Comite 

Paraguay Kansas. My mission was to learn about the 

history and the contemporary scene of the visual arts in 

Paraguay, in preparation for an exhibition of 

Paraguayan art at the Mulvane Art Museum (which 

paid for my travel), slated for 2008. The CPK put into 

action a very intensive program which afforded me 

visits to artistsô studios, galleries, private collections, to 

the major art museums of Asuncion, but also to the 

Museo de las Memorias: Dictatura y Derechos 

Humanos, where the memory of President Stroessnerôs 

regime of terror is preserved.  I visited Ita, famous for 

its Guarani pottery traditions, saw the magnificent 

baroque Franciscan church at Yaguaron, was officially 

declared honorary visitor to the city of San Lorenzo by 

its mayor, met several artists, cultural institutions and 

the administrator and curator of the collections of the 

Catholic University at Encarnacion, and I stood in awe 

at the ruins of the once majestic Jesuit mission Santa 

Maria del Trinidad, now a UNESCO World Heritage 

site. Most of all, I was overwhelmed by the 

warmhearted hospitality and spiritedness of all the 

Paraguayans I encountered.  

 

I  
Reinhild Janzen (right) with Herman Guggiari and Liliana 

Segovia, Asuncion, Paraguay, May 17, 2007. Herman 

Guggiari is one of Paraguay's most renowned sculptors and 

considered a National Treasure. During his stay in Kansas in 

the 1980's he created a monumental outdoor sculpture for the 

Hays State University campus. Liliana Segovia is the owner 

of the gallery Multi Arte in Asuncion and also an artist.         

Photo provided by Janzen 

 

Then began my Sweet Sabbatical in Vancouver, 

Canada, where I re-familiarized myself with the arts of 

North West Coast indigenous peoples, such as the 

Kwakiutl, the Haida, the Tlingit, in the world renowned 

Museum of Anthropology. I visited several hospitals 

and clinics to learn more about the agency of the visual 

arts in healing settings in Canada, and I had the great 

luck to see a powerful retrospective exhibition of the 

contemporary Chinese artist Huang Yong Ping at 

Vancouverôs Art Gallery.  

 

Another component of my Sweet Sabbatical was to 

explore the possibility of a new travel course to 

introduce Washburn students to the arts and history of 

Ancient Aegean, Greek and Byzantine cultures, 

together with Tom Prasch of Washburnôs history 

department. Our route included the islands of Crete, 

Santorini, Tinos, Sifnos and Delos, as well as Athens, 

Delphi, Olympia, Gytheon on the Southern 

Peloponnese, the ancient Byzantine town of Mystras 

(now a UNESCO World Heritage site) and, based in 

Nauplion, the Mycenaean sites of Mycenae and Tyrins 

as well as Epidauros. A very special thank you goes to 

Marcia Cebulska, who master-planned this far-flung 

journey. 

 

I continued to Germany, to see the world-renowned 

international contemporary art exhibition 

DOCUMENTA in Kassel, to document the art at the 

gynecology hospital NeuMariahilf in Goettingen, to see 

the newly re-opened Bode Museum in Berlin.  

The old hanseatic city of Gdansk, Poland, was my final 

destination. There I participated in an international 

conference of Mennonites whose roots are in Polandôs 

Vistula Delta region and who have worked since 1989 

at Polish-Mennonite relations. I was present when the 

National Museum of Gdansk opened the first Polish 

exhibition about the 400-year history of Mennonites in 

Poland, a project for which I had contributed an article 

in the exhibitionôs catalogue. And even here on the 

Baltic coast ancient Greece was present in the visual 

language of house facades, city gates, and in its inlaid 

and painted home furnishings. In short, I found more 

than enough new food for thought to keep my teaching 

and research well-nourished. 

 

 

Fulbright Scholar from Russia                            

Coming to Washburn                                                                           

Bob Beatty, associate professor of political science 

Olga Mashtakova, a lecturer in American Studies and 

English Language Studies at Irkutsk State Linguistic 

University in Russia, will spend the 2007-2008 

academic year in residence at Washburn under the 

Fulbright Faculty Development program. This program 



fully funds a select group of foreign university teachers 

to conduct research in the United States to enhance and 

develop programs in their home universities. Recipients 

are associated with a host 

American university and 

have a U.S. faculty 

department and member 

serve as their research 

advisors. In Olga's case the 

Department of political 

science at Washburn will 

serve as her host department 

and I will be her research 

advisor. Having worked with 

her when I was lecturing in 

Irkutsk in May, I will be very glad to see Olga again. 

While at Washburn Olga plans to study American 

culture, history and government in order to further 

develop the American Studies department at her 

university in Irkutsk. Her specific plans include 

preparing materials that will enable her to create a 

manual on American Studies courses in Russia and also 

to develop an on-line course for American Studies. 

Olga also has plans to organize a conference in Russia 

on how history and culture are taught in American 

universities. Olga has been teaching at Irkutsk State 

University since 2003 and has also taught English in 

Mongolia. We are very pleased Olga will be at 

Washburn to conduct her research. She be a wonderful 

addition to the campus community and we'll do all we 

can to help her develop a great academic program for 

when she returns to Irkutsk. 

 

New Vice President Named 
 

Dr. Robin Bowen became 

the new Vice President of 

Academic Affairs this fall. 

Bowen is the founding dean 

of the School of Graduate 

and Professional Studies at 

Rockhurst University, 

Kansas City, Mo.  She 

joined the Rockhurst 

occupational therapy faculty in 

1992 and in 1998 was named 

associate dean of the College 

of Arts and Sciences.  Prior to Rockhurst, Bowen was a 

member of the faculty at Kansas University Medical 

Center and Texas Tech University. She holds a 

bachelor of science in occupational therapy from the 

University of Kansas, a master of education in 

rehabilitation counseling from the University of 

Arkansas and a doctorate of education in higher 

education from Texas Tech University. Bowen 

replaced Ron Wasserstein, who accepted a position as 

executive director of the American Statistical 

Association, Washington, D.C. 

 

 

DEANôS REPORT 

 

CAS Faculty Take Students Abroad 

Gordon McQuere, dean, college of arts and sciences 

 

The faculty and students of the College of Arts and 

Sciences have been active international travelers during 

the past year. Particularly noteworthy has been the 

number of faculty-led international experiences for 

students. Here are a few examples. 

 

The University Wind Ensemble, led by Kirt Saville and 

Shiao-li Ding, made a performance tour of four cities in 

China. Students in the Department of Education, led by 

Judith McConnell-Farmer and Mary Wofersberger, 

traveled to Jamaica to teach impoverished students in 

rural areas. Margaret Wood, in Anthropology, led a 

group of students to the Yucatan to study Mayan 

archeology. Psychologist Joanne Altman led a group of 

students to Rwanda to study animal behavior, including 

mountain gorillas. Students in Political Science, led by 

David Freeman, traveled to London. Alan Bearman led 

history students to several cities in Europe studying the 

roots of the Reformation. Art professor Ed Navone 

toured Italy with students to study great art. Georgina 

Tenny led a group to the Dominican Republic to study 

Spanish and culture. 

 

In all, more than 100 students traveled in Washburn 

groups to some eight countries on four continents. 

Individual student travel was also important. For 

example, 14 students majoring in foreign languages 

participated in long-term study-abroad programs.  

 

Because of the generosity of alumni and friends of the 

university, most of these students received some sort of 

university financial support to enable these wonderful 

experiences. Also, most are using their international 

travel in the Washburn Transformational Experience 

program. Our students are returning to campus with an 

educational experience that has been much enriched. In 

turn, they enrich the entire university and broaden our 

Dr. Robin Bowen  photo/ bz 



horizons.  

Law School Embraces Internationalization 
Tom Romig, dean, school of law 

 

Furthering its commitment to embrace the increasing 

internationalization of the legal field, the law school has 

been engaged in activities spanning the globe.  As 

always, students enjoyed our summer program at 

Utrecht University and our semester-long program at 

Maastricht University, both in the Netherlands.  In 

addition, this past spring and summer, professors 

traveled to Africa, Asia, and Europe, as well as to points 

throughout North America, to present papers, teach 

courses, and consult with governmental officers. 

 

Professor Nancy Maxwell serves as director of 

international legal programs for the Law School, and 

she continues to work on developing those programs 

while also engaging in international activities relating 

to her field of expertise.  On June 7-9 she was in Oslo, 

Norway, attending the third conference organized by 

the Commission on European Family Law, and 

co-sponsored by the Department of Private Law, 

University of Oslo, Norway, entitled European 

Challenges in Contemporary Family Law.  On June 19 

she went to Maastricht University in the Netherlands 

and met with Marijke van Hoof, the Policy Officer for 

Educational and International Affairs, which resulted in 

the expansion of the Law School student exchange 

program to include the possibility of Washburn law 

students earning a Masters of Law (LL.M.) degree 

while studying as exchange students at Maastricht 

University.  During June and July she was in Utrecht, 

the Netherlands, working with the Law School's 

summer study abroad program, in addition to 

collaborating with Dr. Ian Curry-Sumner of the 

Molengraaff Institute for Private Law, Utrecht 

University, on an article concerning conflicts of law 

issues involving registered non-marital relationships. 

 

During the spring semester, Professor Ali Khan worked 

on a semester sabbatical which took him to Saudi 

Arabia and Pakistan.  In Saudi Arabia he was a resident 

legal scholar at the Organization of Islamic Conference 

headquartered in Jeddah.  In Pakistan, his work 

included a meeting with the Chief Justice of the 

Supreme Court of Pakistan and studying the 

relationship between the current government and the 

Pakistani legal community.   

 

Professor Lyn Goering made a presentation on 

ñTeaching Ethics as a Component of Legal Educationò 

to a conference on Legal Writing Pedagogy for African 

legal writing educators who were meeting in Nairobi, 

Kenya.  The Conference, which took place in March 

2007, was sponsored by the Legal Writing Institute.  

During the summer, Professor Goering was a member 

of the faculty in the Washburn Law School summer 

program at Utrecht University, the Netherlands.  She 

co-taught Comparative U.S-Dutch Legal Systems and 

Professions with Jonathan Soeharno of the Utrecht law 

faculty. 

 

Professor Linda Elrod went to Ireland for presentation 

of the Gerard Manley Hopkins Award to John Hunter.  

In June, she made a presentation on the Uniform Child 

Abduction Prevention Act at the Vancouver meeting of 

the Northern Regional Conference of the International 

Society of Family Law.  In July, she traveled to the 

Netherlands where she co-taught Comparative 

U.S.-European Family with Dr. Ian Curry-Sumner, 

Utrecht University, in the Law Schoolôs study abroad 

program at Utrecht. 

 

Professor Ronald Griffin spent the early part of July in 

Ghana, helping to develop an exchange program that 

will allow a lawyer from Ghana to work with one or 

more legal offices within the Kansas state government.  

Later in that month, Professor Griffin participated in the 

Vancouver Conference of the Rocky Mountain Mineral 

Foundation. 

 

Professor David Pierce chaired the program for the 

annual meeting of the Rocky Mountain Mineral 

Foundation which took place in Vancouver, British 

Columbia, in July 2007.  At that conference, Professor 

Pierce was elected to the position of Vice-President of 

the Foundation.  He will be expected to serve in that 

office for one year, and to subsequently assume 

responsibility as President of the organization.  The 

Rocky Mountain Mineral Foundation is an international 

organization of lawyers, government officials and 

academics with expertise related to oil, gas and mineral 

law.  Annual meetings of the organization attract nearly 

1,000 participants.  In the year when Professor Pierce 

serves as president, the meetings are scheduled to take 

place in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

 

In July, Professor Brad Borden presented "The 

Like-Kind Exchange Equity Conundrum" at 

the International Conference on Law and Society in the 

21st Century: Joint Annual Meeting of the Law and 

Society Association and the Research Committee on 

Sociology of Law in Berlin, Germany. 



 

FACULTY LEADER REPORT  

Pre-Law Students to London                                    

David Freeman, professor of political science 

The WU Pre-Law Association sponsored a 2007 Spring 

Break Research trip to London, England. Nine students 

participated. The research component was a 

comparison between the Parliamentarian and 

Presidential forms of government. As a consequence, 

we visited the British Library, the Royal Courts of 

Justice (and sat in on a trial), Parliament, Buckingham 

Palace, and Windsor Castle. We also had the 

opportunity to visit the Tower of London, and see The 

Blue Man Group.  Each of these sites has not only 

historical value, but they individually and collectively 

speak to many of the important differences between the 

Parliamentarian and Presidential forms of government. 

This experience greatly increased the studentsô 

knowledge and understanding of the common threads 

that run through these forms of government as well as 

the important differences. As a consequence of this 

experience, the WU Pre-Law Association has a new 

dynamic and an international character that it did not 

have before. 

 

Animal Behavior Observers to Rwanda 

Joanne Altman, professor of psychology 

 

I led eight students and my husband in a study tour to 

Rwanda in east-central Africa, to study animal behavior 

with an emphasis on primates. We drove on safari in 

Akagera National Park through dry savannah to view 

classic plains wildlife such as zebra, giraffe, baboons, 

elephant, impala, and hippos. We also traveled into the 

Virunga mountains in Vulcans National Park and 

climbed 

steep 

elevations 

to stand 

within a 

few feet of 

the highly 

endangered 

mountain 

gorillas 

who only 

exist in 

that part of the world. We visited Rwanda's third park, 

Nyungwe National Park, to get a glimpse of, and hear, 

the boisterous chimpanzee, who is less habituated to 

humans. Rwanda is the land of 1000 hills and this 

Washburn group made rigorous treks though tropical 

montane forests at elevations of 8000 and 9000 feet. 

We also saw l'hoest, vervet, mona, and colobus 

monkeys. Rwanda is a wonderful country; it is safe, 

developing, and struggling to reunite as a nation with a 

single unified national identity. 

 

 

Nicaragua Service Learning Experience 

Rick Ellis, director, LINC 

 

The Nicaragua Service Experience took place from 

January 2, 2007 through January 15, 2007. Thirteen 

students participated.  Once we were settled at Quaker 

House our experience began. The first four days we 

spent 

learning 

about the 

history, 

politics and 

culture of 

Nicaragua. 

We had the 

good fortune 

of having 

Lillian Hall, a 

native of 

Arizona, as 

our guide for  

Students digging a trench for a water line       the entire trip. 

Lillian has lived in Nicaragua for the past 23 years and 

was involved in the Sandinista movement, the 

redevelopment after the revolution and has been 

working with various projects with ProNica. While in 

Managua we toured the city and learned about the 

organization of the revolution and the overthrow of 

Somoza in 1979 and the subsequent Contra War funded 

by the United State. We visited several projects 

involved in combating the ongoing poverty in this 

country. 

 

We spent one day at La Chureca, the second largest 

garbage dump in the world. Here about 1500 

individuals survive by scavenging for food, glass 

bottles and plastic. They trade the glass and plastic to 

vendors who sell it to recyclers. While at La Chureca, 

our students worked on re-roofing and painting a small 

building that serves as a kitchen for a group called Los 

Quinchos, which provides lunch to the children who 

live in the dump. It also provides opportunities to 

children to leave La Chureca and move to a group home 

like setting where they can receive housing, education, 

Kids Crush         photo provided by J. Altman 

 



and a chance to become drug free (most of the children 

in the dump sniff glue). While in Managua, we visited 

Los Quinchos home and helped paint some of the 

buildings. 

 

We then went to El Cacoa, a small campasino 

community made up of about 16 homes all built of 

brick with dirt floors. Each home is no bigger than two 

rooms with a kitchen area that consists of a wood pit 

like stove, some buckets and basins for water, and a 

counter top. The only water available comes form a 

central well, which requires family members to carry 

water many times a day from the well to their homes. 

Some of the homes are as far away as ½ mile. The 

group paired off and each pair was assigned a family to 

live with. The living arrangements had us sleeping on 

cots in makeshift private areas separated from the 

family by plastic sheeting. We had to use bucket 

showers and common latrines. The families were 

provided with food provisions that exceeded our needs 

as payment for housing the group.  

 

Our work assignment for the week was to work with the 

camposinos to dig trenches from the central well to 

each home in El Cacao. We then laid pipe. When the 

project is finished each home will have water at the 

front door. This will change the lives of these people. 

The grandmother in my home has lived in El Cacao for 

65 years; she has never had water at her front door. 

When we left she was in tears as she thanked us. This is 

a brief overview of the experience. I know our lives 

were changed. We met and lived with people that were 

generous, in spite of their poverty. They opened their 

lives to 14 Kansans and we became part of their 

community. This experience has led me to commit to 

continuing this exchange. I hope to establish an 

arrangement with Washburn and ProNica to continue 

taking students to Nicaragua and working in the same 

community.  

 

Dominican Republic Trip Report  

Georgina Tenny, lecturer of Spanish 

 

Eleven students, one professor, the arduously verdant 

landscape of the Dominican Republic-- ever present 

witness to a turbulent, but rich history; a happy, though 

poor people and the swift winds of change that are 

starting to reshape its economy and its futureðthe 

makings of a great adventure. 

 

Our sixteen days there were well spent.  The students 

developed confidence in their ability and started using 

the Spanish they had learned at Washburn.  The 

Dominicans were thrilled to see their effort and a 

couple of days into the trip they knew and talked to all 

the resort workers, in Spanish!  It was great.   

Spanish was the main focus of our trip, but nobody said 

we could not have fun learning it!  So we planned 

activities that would be enriching to their language 

ability, but that would also be of cultural and human 

worthé and fun!  While we were there we visited 

Christopher Columbusô Caribbean home and his final 

resting place. We rode a cable car 10,000 feet up to a 

magnificent botanical garden.  We got to the zenith of 

the mountain at dusk and between the exotic flora and 

fauna and the cloud that engulfed us, it truly felt like a 

dream.  We visited 8 museums!  In these museums we 

learned about the history of the Dominican Republic, its 

national stone, its art, government etc. We also visited 

some governmental and colonial buildings in the capital 

city.  We got to see and touch and experience the 

palpable, raw, natural beauty of this enchanting island.  

We enjoyed the cool waters of its waterfalls and the 

crystalline warm beaches. We hiked up its mountains 

--on horseback and by foot.  We got to explore caverns 

and a very distinct lagoon. 

 

We even got to visit the KC Royalsô training academy 

for upcoming future Dominican baseball stars.  The 

Royals were kind enough to schedule their first game of 

the seasonðand the first game ever at this new 

facilityðaccording to our schedule!  They gave us a 

tour of the facility and we learned the trajectory a player 

traverses on his way to the Major Leagues. 

 

Of all such experiences the one that is most imprinted in 

all our minds was our visit to a local hospital.  I had 

made arrangements for our students to read to the 

Some students enjoying a stroll outside the language  academy                                                                         

photo provided by G. Tenny 



children in the hospital, the books were donated to our 

group by a Kansas City organization through the 

diligent efforts of student Elise Gunter.  We were also 

able to secure and take with us 100 stuffed animals.  

The hospital was, as I expected, depressing and dull.  

There was no air conditioning there, no real medical 

equipment, just many cribs in one rectangular room 

with blank while walls. I lack the words to express the 

excitement that our visit caused.  The children could not 

believe that the gifts were really for them and several 

tried to return them thinking the gift was too great to 

accept.  The mothers had tears of gratitude in their eyes. 

Our students were truly touched that day. They wanted 

so much to have more to leave with these children. It 

was a marvelous day and by far the most educational of 

our unforgettable adventure.  

 

 This trip was transformational in many levels. During 

one of our discussions, our group discussed the human 

element of our experience--getting to know the people 

and seeing the way they live.  We discussed people, 

complete strangers who have inconvenienced 

themselves to bless our lives.  It was a   very uplifting 

discussion and I was thrilled to see in the days that 

followed how it had touched our lives.  We discovered 

one of our students buying ice cream cones for 3 shoe 

shiner boysðnot older than 9 or 10--, we took our 

lunches to go and gave them to children we ran into as 

we went about our day.  In many small ways our 

Washburn students were ambassadors of good will and 

kindness.   

 

 

 

History Comes Alive: The Road to Reformation 

Alan Bearman, assistant professor of history 

 

The European Reformation that began in 1517, when 

Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the 

Cathedral door in Wittenberg, Germany, is the most 

important event in Western history.  Washburn 

University students study the Reformation in a number 

of different courses, including HI 343, The 

Reformation.  In teaching said course, it became clear, 

not least of all because the students were telling me, that 

no matter how many books we read and how much 

technology we used that the students wanted something 

more in their attempts to understand the era.   

 

From student desire the idea of studying the 

Reformation while physically in Europe was born.  Our 

two-week sprint through the Continent was 

transformational for the twenty-seven (including me) 

participants because we experienced history in a way 

that is not possible within a classroom in Kansas.  The 

geography, architecture, languages, cultures, climates 

and speed of the Reformation became real for those 

students that traveled through France, Switzerland, 

Italy and Germany during May 2007.  The students 

having read multiple books on Reformation history 

before departing for Europe, and well versed in both 

Reformation thinking and the characters that drove its 

history.  Nevertheless, on their first day in Paris, as they 

wandered through the Sorbonne and thought about the 

rise of the modern university, and as they stood in Notre 

Dame Cathedral and considered the interplay of dark 

and light that lives within a medieval church space, they 

quickly realized that their understanding of history was 

undergoing a radical shake-up. 

 

From Paris, a high-speed train, carried the group to 

Geneva, where the International Museum of the 

Reformation awaited.  So, too did Reformation Sunday 

and as hundreds of people surrounded Saint-Pierre 

Cathedral looking down upon Geneva and from where 

Jean Calvin expounded upon Reformed thinking, a 

group of Washburn students stood and considered the 

impact of ideas across time and space.  A bus ride 

through the Swiss Alps came next as the group traveled 

into Italy towards Rome, with stops in Pisa, Assisi and 

Florence.  Having had a taste of the majestic power of 

Roman Catholicism at a variety of locations, the 

students, nevertheless, greatly admired St. Peterôs and 

the Sistine Chapel, along with the Catacombs and 

Roman ruins of Rome.  From Rome, an overnight train 

took the group to Munich, where a bus tour through 

German Reformation history began.  Wittenberg, Erfurt, 

and Berlin were all instructive, but it was probably 

History comes alive: The Road to Reformation                                       

photo provided by A. Bearman  



climbing a mountain to reach Wartburg Castle, the 

location where Luther translated the Bible into German, 

which defined the German portion of the course 

because it helped the students grasp what individuals 

were staking in their participation in the Reformation. 

This sprint through the  

 

Reformation meant that twenty-seven exhausted, but 

transformed, Ichabods boarded the return flight to the 

United States on May 30.  History came alive to the 

group in a new way, the kind that only an international 

experience allows because for these students the places 

in their books are now real. 

 

 

The Law Schoolôs Washburn-Utrecht Summer Law 

Program in the Netherlands 

 Nancy Maxwell, professor of law and coordinator of 

international legal studies 

 

 

 

Students pose in front of the Utrecht District Courthouse                  

photo provided by N. Maxwell 

 

The law schoolôs summer study abroad program is now 

in its fourth year at Utrecht University in the 

Netherlands.  The courses offered this summer were 

Comparative Legal Systems and Legal Professions, and 

Special Issues in U.S.-European Comparative Family 

Law.  The first course on comparative legal systems 

was co-taught by Washburn Associate Professor Lyn 

Goering and Mr. Jonathan Soeharno, of the Legal 

Theory Department of the Utrecht University School of 

Law. The comparative family law course was co-taught 

by Washburnôs Linda Elrod, the Richard S. Righter 

Distinguished Professor of Law, and Dr. Ian 

Curry-Sumner of the Molengraaff Institute for Private 

Law, Utrecht University.   

Fourteen U.S. law students attended the program, 

including students from Washburn University, 

University of Kansas, and Widener University.  The 

U.S. law students took classes with six students from 

Utrecht University, one of whom was an international 

student from Russia.  The mixture of U.S. and Utrecht 

University students created an intellectually stimulating 

classroom environment, as the students learned about 

each otherôs legal systems and laws.  The students 

challenged the underlying assumptions about the nature 

of each otherôs legal systems, thereby becoming more 

creative attorneys, who will be better prepared to enter 

an expanding international legal arena.   In addition to 

attending classes for six weeks, the students observed 

court hearings at the District Court in Utrecht, in 

addition to traveling to The Hague, to visit the 

International Criminal Court in July and, again in 

August, to visit the Peace Palace. 

 

Besides attending classes, the U.S. students traveled 

extensively on the weekends.   Some of the places the 

students visited included London, Prague, Paris, Rome, 

and cities in Belgium, Spain, and Germany.  They also 

enjoyed a reception in the cloister of the Dom Church in 

Utrecht, as well as attending several social gatherings 

hosted by their professors.  To see the photo blog of this 

summerôs activities, go to 

http://www.washburnlaw.edu/studyabroad/2007/ 

 

 

 

OTHER INTERNATIONAL  

ACTIVITY REPORT  

 

The Crews in Ghana 

 

Gordon and Angela Crews, Associate Professors of 

Criminal Justice in the School of Applied Studies, 

received International Travel Grants from the Office of 

International Programs to visit several cities along the 

coast of Ghana in West Africa, in preparation for a 

research project involving Ghanaian universities and 

the Ghana Police Service. Professor Chris Abotchie of 

the Sociology Department at the University of 

Ghana-Legon, and several professors with the Center 

for Development Studies at the University of Cape 

Coast met with the Crewsô and their Washburn student, 

Kofi Boye-Doe, to discuss a planned research project. 

Boye-Doe is a Ghanaian student majoring in criminal 

justice and sociology, and minoring in psychology and 

communications. Professor Ken Aikins, a lecturer at the 


