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Deanôs Report 
 

By Russell E. Smith, Associate Dean,              

School of Business 

 

 

The success of School of Business efforts to build 

international partnerships is seen in student, 

faculty, and institutional activities during the fall 

semester of 2008.  The Schoolôs most active 

partnerships are the Magellan Exchange with 

partner schools in Europe, Mexico, and the United 

States and a multi-dimensional bi-lateral 

cooperation agreement signed in December 2007 

with the School of Management at Wuhan 

University of Science and Technology in central 

China.  In addition, there are activities under 

Washburn Universityôs various umbrella 

international agreements as well as other, less 

structured exchange activities and meeting 

participation. 

 

Europe 

 

Most notable this fall were the activities between 

the School of Business and the European region, in 

particular activities within the framework of the 

Magellan Exchange.  The Magellan Exchange is a 

consortium of similarly sized schools in the 

Midwest and South of the United States, Mexico, 

and western and northern Europe.  The Magellan 

Exchange operates on direct-exchange principles 

where students pay tuition in their home institution 

and the institutions essentially exchange enrolled 

students.  The School of Business is very positive 

about the work of its Magellan Exchange partners.  

According to Dr. David Sollars, Dean of the 

School of Business, ñThis year we will have a 

rather dramatic increase in the number of students 

participating in the Magellan program,ò which ñis, 

without a doubt, one of the most cost effective 

international exchange programs available.ò 

 

In fall 2008, Michael Austin studied at the 

Valencia Polytechnic University in Spain and 

Lynn Droegemueller studied at the ESC Rennes 

Business School in Rennes, Brittany in France.  At 

the same time the School of Business hosted 

students David Dankerl and Nicola Weiden from 

Magellan partner Aachen University of Applied 

Sciences in Germany.  In spring 2009, Michael 

Austin will continue his studies in Valencia.  

Dustin Flentie will study at the HEC Management 

School at the University of Liege, Belgium, 

Nathan Wallace will study at the ESC Rennes 

Business School, and Megan Johnson and Audra 

Wood will study at Zuyd University, Maastricht, 

Netherlands.   Students from Europe studying at 

Washburn under the Magellan Exchange are 

computer science majors Yorick Dirix and Kristof 

Mattei from Provinciale Hogeschool Limburg in 

Hasselt, Belgium, and Samrach Seang from ESC 

Rennes Business School. 

 

The annual meeting of Magellan school 

coordinators and administrators was held October 

1-4, 2008 in Branson, Missouri.  The almost 50 

attendees included Dmitri Nizovtsev, Magellan 

Coordinator in the School of Business, Tina 

Williams, Washburn University Study Abroad 

Coordinator, and Russ Smith, Associate Dean in 

the School of Business.  Prior to the annual 

meeting, Magellan coordinators from Rovaniemi 

University of Applied Sciences and Satakunta 

University of Applied Sciences in Finland, Aachen 

University of Applied Sciences in Germany, 

Vorarlberg University of Applied Sciences in 

Austria and Zuyd University in the Netherlands 

came to Washburn for a site visit.  While the 

Magellan Exchange is a School of Business-led 

program, students from many other programs 

participate, including from nursing, computer 

science, and psychology.   

 

More recently, in the second week of February 

2009 Professor Marina Wikman from Magellan 

partner Satakunta University of Applied Sciences 

in Finland visited Washburn University to guest 

lecture in business classes and to exchange 

program information with faculty and staff active 

in the Magellan Exchange.  Of immediate interest 

was the Satakunta/Rovaneimi International 

Summer School Cross-cultural Development 

course, a month-long course in May-June 2009 

which involves trips to the Arctic Circle and to St. 



Petersburg, Russia.     

 

Also in Europe, Ryan Goul studied at the 

Osnabrueck University of Applied Sciences in 

northern Germany in fall 2008 and spring 2009.  

Marcel Kubsch, an Osnabrueck student, is 

studying in the School of Business in spring 2009.  

The relationship with Osnabrueck is a direct 

exchange with the Osnabrueck Univesity of 

Applied Sciences led by the Washburn University 

Department of Modern Languages and is open to 

language and business majors. 

 

In the area of faculty exchange, the School of 

Business, jointly with the Department of Mass 

Media, is hosting Visiting Professor Andrew 

Martin from the Aberdeen Business School at 

Robert Gordon University in Aberdeen, Scotland, 

where he is the Director of the Scottish Centre for 

Tourism Development.  Professor Martin is 

teaching consumer behavior and principles of 

marketing in the School of Business and a special 

course on travel and tourism for the Department of 

Mass Media during the spring semester. 

  

China 

 

The School of Business is active in the 

Asia-Pacific Region as well.  In the fall semester, 

the School hosted visiting scholar Professor 

Yunmei (Judy) Li from the School of Management 

at the Wuhan University of Science and 

Technology.  Professor Li spent almost two 

months at Washburn attending classes, observing 

teaching methods, working on her own research, 

and working with faculty and administration on 

planning future projects under the 

School-to-School cooperation agreement signed in 

December 2007.   

 

Among the WUST-Washburn projects is the third 

offering of Professor Michael Stoicaôs BU 406 

International Business and Entrepreneurial 

Experience:  China class.  After preparatory 

research in April, in May the class will travel to 

Wuhan, China, to work in teams with WUST 

students on consulting research projects in Chinese 

companies.  Participants in previous years were 

Kyle Brown, Matthew Campbell, Kathryn Keyes, 

and Kristin Schartz in 2007 and Janel Logan, 

Allison Hughes, Chance Hoskins, and Renee 

Carey in 2008, as well as MBA student George 

Ciulu.  The 2008 undergraduate team projects were 

ñBusiness Strategy for the Wuhan Mall,ò 

ñPerformance Appraisals for Wuhan Building 

Material Industry Design and Research Institute,ò 

ñCompetitive Comparisons: The Metal Industry,ò 

and ñA Comparative Study of Recruiting in 

Chinese and American Medium-Sized 

Manufacturing Companies.ò  For May 2009, 

enrollment is up sharply from the first offering, 

with eleven School of Business students enrolled 

in the course. 

 

In addition, WUST School of Management 

students are able to study at Washburn as exchange 

students.  In the fall, Yawen Li attended Washburn 

under the agreement and in spring two students, 

Wen Zhou and LanLan Hu attended, taking 

English and business courses.  The agreement 

between the Washburn School of Business and the 

WUST School of Management goes beyond a 

simple student exchange and anticipates the 

development of a more complex relationship with 

faculty, student, and staff collaboration more in 

line with a strategic partnership.    

 

This fall semester, the Washburn MBA program 

welcomed four MBA exchange students from 

Da-yeh University in Taiwan.  The four students, 

Yung-Ming Chang, Pin-Jhen Lai, Hsun-Kang Wu, 

and Hsiao-Li Yu, enrolled in several MBA 

foundation courses as well as upper-level required 

and elective MBA courses.  The Da-yeh MBA 

students provided an interesting perspective for 

our traditional MBA students.  These students 

returned to Da-yeh for the spring 2009 semester to 

complete their MBA degrees.  In addition, in the 

fall the School hosted Jiandong Hu, an 

undergraduate exchange student from Zhejiang 

Normal University, in Jinhua, China, under an 

umbrella agreement between Washburn University 

and his home institution.  The Da-yeh students 

were at Washburn under the umbrella agreement 

between Da-yeh University and Washburn 

University. 



 

Activities of Administrators  

 

In November, School of Business Dean David 

Sollars represented Washburn at the organizational 

meeting of a new state-wide group called Global 

Perspectives. The meeting was organized by 

Kansas Commerce Secretary Dave Kerr and the 

University of Kansas Center for International 

Business Education and Research (KU CIBER).  

The attendees included legislators, business 

leaders, and business educators from around the 

state.  The purpose of the group is to develop a 

program to increase the overall visibility of global 

commerce in Kansas via a leadership development 

program. 

 

In December, Bob Boncella, MBA Director in the 

School of Business, attended the Kansas 

International Trade Coordinating Council meeting 

at Emporia State University.  The main purpose of 

the council is to recommend a Kansas business for 

the annual Governor's Exporter of the Year 

award.  The council is comprised of business 

owners, operators, and managers as well as 

academics involved with or who have an interest in 

international trade.  The council has been carrying 

out this function since 1989. 

 

In November, Russ Smith, Associate Dean, 

attended the AACSB-EFMD Global Collaboration 

Conference, November 16-18, 2008, in Barcelona, 

Spain.  The conference was jointly sponsored by 

the European Foundation for Management 

Development (EFMD) and our accrediting agency, 

the Association for the Advancement of Collegiate 

Schools of Business-International (AACSB).  

After the conference, Smith made a site visit to 

Magellan Exchange partner Valencia Polytechnic 

University in Valencia, Spain. This year he is 

serving as one of the two U.S. member school 

representatives on the Magellan Board.  Earlier in 

the year, Smith attended the CIBER Short-term 

Study Abroad workshop at the University of 

Texas-Austin, May 1-3, 2008. 

 

 

 

 

By Cynthia Hornberger , Dean 

School of Nursing 

 

The School of Nursing continues to support 

students to travel abroad to study community 

health nursing in Savonlinna Finland. Ashlea Vap 

and Kristin Wipf participated in the exchange this 

past fall and Jenna Willis, LeAnna Herrmann, 

Rachel Black, and Clayton Campbell are studying 

at Mikkeli University of Applied Sciences this 

spring. In addition, Ashley Toft and Kimberly 

Beem studied mental health nursing at Queenôs 

University Belfast, Belfast Northern Ireland during 

January and February 2009. 

 

New collaborations are being explored this year. 

The Dean accompanied Dr. Farley and Mr. Zhang 

to India in January 2009 to visit universities and 

colleges interested in international exchanges. Dr. 

Hornberger visited several nursing programs in 

and northwest of Delhi, India. The Dean then 

traveled to Bangkok, Thailand to visit Rangsit 

University to present about advanced practice 

nursing in the United States. During her stay she 

visited two major hospitals and began plans with 

the Dean of the School of Nursing for new student 

and faculty exchanges in the undergraduate and 

graduate nursing programs.  

 

The School of Nursing continues to develop its 

collaboration with Wuhan University of Science 

and Technology (WUST). Laura Sidlinger will 

teach an elective course, Explorations in Nursing 

in China, this spring which will culminate in a 

two-week study program in China during May. 

Students will tour healthcare facilities and 

participate in nursing courses at WUST.  

 

 

By Gordon McQuere, Dean 

College of Arts and Sciences  

 

The college continues working to support the 

international emphasis of Washburn University. 

Here are a few of the ways.  

 



The College welcomes three new faculty members 

to the Department of Modern Languages. Dr. 

Sophie Delahaye, from France, will be teaching 

French language and literature. Also new to the 

department are Spanish teachers Dr. Karen 

Diaz-Reategui, who is originally from Peru, and 

her husband Prof. Fernando Pezzino, from 

Argentina.  

 

The College has been pleased to collaborate with 

the School of Business to bring Professor Andrew 

Martin to Washburn for the Spring term. He will be 

assigned primarily to the School of Business but is 

teaching a class in travel and tourism in the 

Department of Mass Media.  

 

Over winter break, Dr. Margaret Wood once again 

led a group of 16 students to the Yucatan to study 

Mayan archaeology.  

 

Dr. Judy McConnell-Farmer again led a group of 

11 students to study education in the rural 

highlands of Jamaica.  

 

In the spring and summer, several groups of 

students led by College faculty will again be 

travelling and studying abroad to locations as 

diverse as China and London.  

 

Faculty / Staff 

International Activity 

Report 

 
Brian Thomas attended the 2008 ESLAB 

symposium on "Cosmic Cataclysms and Life," 

November 10-14, in Frascati, Italy, and presented a 

talk entitled "Gamma-Ray Bursts and the Earth." 

 

Elaris Duo (Steven & Larisa Elisha) performed 

as soloists, with the Taiwan National Arts 

Orchestra in Taiwan National Hall and gave a 

series of master classes at the Taiwan National 

Arts University. 

Dr. Nora Clark  from the School of Nursing spent 

time in Dublin, Ireland in December 2008 as part 

of her fall Academic Sabbatical. She met with 

managers at hospitals and faculty at Dublin City 

University to establish experiences for a 3 credit 

hour WTE Nursing Elective, Nursing in Ireland. 

 

Since August, Alex Glashausser has been a 

visiting scholar at Waseda Law School in Tokyo, 

Japan.  At Waseda, he has conducted a class on the 

jurisprudence of the Warren Court and delivered a 

public lecture entitled "How 'Supreme' Can 

Treaties Be in a Federal System of Separated 

Powers?"  His paper associated with that lecture 

will be published in the Waseda Bulletin of 

Comparative Law, in both English and Japanese. 

He has also visited Doshisha Law School in Kyoto, 

where he gave lectures entitled "Congressional 

Control of Federal Courts' Jurisdiction" and 

"Electronic Discovery in the United States Under 

the New Federal Rules of Civil Procedure." 

 
 
Alex with son Kai in front of the Imperial Castle in 

Tokyo                                  photo provided by AG 

 

 

President Farley, Nursing School Dean Cindy 

Hornberger, and International Programs Director 

Baili Zhang travelled to India from January 6
th
 to 

January 13
th
 to investigate new exchange 

opportunities.  They visited Amity University, 

Lovely Professional University, Bhai Gurdas 

Institute of Management and Technology, and 



attended a recruitment seminar in Amristar. The 

University and the School of Nursing are working 

on an online program to assist diploma prepared 

nurses from India obtain their BSN from 

Washburn.  The University is also working with 

the IIPPT organization to recruit students from 

India.  

 

 

Feature 

 
Andrew Martin, Visiting Professor, 

Business School and Mass Media 

 
Andrew Martin is the Director of the Scottish 

Centre of Tourism (SCoT) in the Robert Gordon 

University in Aberdeen, Scotland. 

 

SCoT oversees: the under-graduate and 

post-graduate programmes, provides consultancy 

and short course for industry. In addition to this 

Andrew, as part of the senior management team 

has responsibility for staff development across the 

whole of the Aberdeen Business School. 

  

 
 

Andrew advises the Scottish government on 

Tourism issues in the widest sense and Higher 

Education, being credited for the forward strategy 

for Tourism in Scotland. 

 

Andrew was previously the youngest hotel general 

manager with a Marriott division in the UK, going 

on to manage three successive units. He is still well 

connected with industry, holding the post of Vice 

Chairman of the Aberdeen Hotels Association.    

 

ZJNU, A Happy Home Away                    

From Home                                                                      
By Andy Vogel 

Zhejiang Normal University is a first rate 

educational institution that boasts 34 foreign 

teachers from countries all over the world. These 

teachers give lessons in the areas of conversational 

Japanese, English, reading, writing, Western music 

and Western culture and society, just to name a few. 

The teacherôs cultures and countries are vastly 

varied, yet all can honestly say that their life at 

ZJNU is exceptionally fulfilling, as stated by Dr. 

Grigsby Wotton, an American teacher in the 

School of Foreign Language, ñMy life at this 

school is stimulating and interestingò, or like Jenny 

Leak, an Australian teacher of Post Graduates, 

ñAfter some traveling around China, when we 

come home to ZJNU, it feels like home.ò   

This sentiment is shared by the all of the foreign 

teachers interviewed. All of them unanimously 

described life here as exceptionally interesting and 

comfortable compared to life in their country of 

origin. ñMy students often ask me if I ever feel 

lonely, living by myself, so far from my home, but 

I can honestly say óno.ô My life here is better in 

many ways. I feel a great sense of community and 

closer bonds of friendship. I explain to them that 

life here is more relaxed, comparatively, to 

teaching in the United States due to the fact that my 

students are attentive, affectionate and bright.ò 

states the author, Andrew Vogel, American teacher 

in Chuyang Honors College. 

 What makes for a happy home away from home?  

For one, the commodious living arrangements 

provided by the university are very comfortable 

compared to standards anywhere in the world. The 



generous living space is fitted with the newest 

modern appliances, individual heating/cooling 

control, cable television and internet, making 

living extremely convenient for the teachers. ñA 

large part of being so comfortable, so far away 

from home, is my new house, which happens to be, 

by far, the nicest place I have lived in since I 

moved out of my parents home before going to 

University in the USA. Itôs really cool.ò states Mr. 

Vogel. 

A spacious living room and dining area are modern 

studio design and decorated with Chinese décor 

and chic furnishings. The fully equipped and fitted 

kitchen can satisfy the need for a taste of some 

homemade food occasionally. A quiet, sunny 

bedroom with balcony has good views and cozy 

linens. The office is a roomy scholastic den with 

inviting lighting for evening study. Even the tiled 

bathroom is quite comfortable with its 4 heated 

bathing lamps and power massage shower head. 

These units provide an organized workspace for 

teaching preparations and also a relaxing 

spaciousness for those nights when you want to 

stretch out and tranquilize.  

The living quarters are supervised 24 hours a day 

to lend a helpful hand if there is ever a need, and to 

keep a watchful eye over the complex. The 

apartments are cuddled just outside the University 

in a quaint, close knit community of teachers, 

professors, professionals and their families. ñI feel 

much safer here than I do in the United Statesò, 

figures Paul King, American Professor at ZJNU 

for more than 10 years. {Plans for brand new 

ultra-modern design apartments for the 

International Teachers are under construction and 

will be completed in the next year next to the 

enormous new library} 

Another reason foreign teachers feel at home is the 

campus life and its vitality. Itôs easy to understand 

why ZJNU has been dubbed one of the best 

campuses in China. The University is tucked into 

the foothills of the local Dapan Shan mountain 

range. It is advantageously nestled between the 

mountains and the bustling city center, perfect for 

both nature folks and city types. Cresting over the 

campus is the symmetrically surreal and unspoiled 

Jian Feng Shan, the Universityôs mascot. 

Recreation abounds in and around the university. It 

is surrounded by forests and nature preserves, 

providing ample opportunities for hiking, trail 

running, biking, rock climbing, camping, natural 

science and floral, bird and animal observation. 

Miles upon miles of serene hiking and biking paths 

are waiting each day to be explored and treasured. 

Many of the trails start at the edge of the city, while 

others are just a short drive away. 

Multiple stadiums, playing fields, recreation 

centers, tracks and courts of all types are 

anticipating daily your dribble, serve and volley. 

Lively student activities, from pageants to plays to 

orchestral concerts to Provincial Olympic style 

sports meetings, can be delighted in nearly every 

weekend of the year. David Henry, an Australian 

teaching Western Culture and Society, thinks the 

recreational facilities are in one word, ñGreat!ò  

Cerebral pastimes naturally flourish at the school. 

The new and enormous library makes the 

possibility for academic research endlessly 

brilliant. Or relax and watch the newest releases at 

the campus cinema. Kasumi Sato, a Japanese 

Language Teacher, believes that the ñUniversity 

educational environment and life here are very 

good.ò The campus also boasts the Provinceôs very 

best cuisine, and typically, at very reasonable 

prices. Mrs. Leak finds that campus cafeterias offer 

ñGood food and cater to a great variety of tastes 

and budgets. The cafeterias are a great meeting 

place to talk socially to students. ñ 

The city of Jinhua is another reason we feel right at 

home here as foreign teachers. Jinhua is an 

extremely comfortable place to live, as Mr. Henry 

points out, ñJinhua is much more than we thought.ò 

The city has countless amenities that make for a 

comfortable life here. Foods of all styles, from all 

over China and the world can be enjoyed. A luxury 

of Jinhua is its surrounding acres of vast open 

space used for vegetable and fruit production. This 

means that only the very freshest of produce, 

typically picked the same day it is eaten, is sold in 

markets or used to make dishes at restaurants. The 



city center hosts countless boutiques with tailored 

fashions, unique tea houses and coffee bars, and 

rumbustious neon KTV parlors for those times 

when one needs to cut loose. The downtown area 

hosts 2 slow moving, wide rivers, equipped with 

numerous parks, romantically lit river walks and 

beautiful fountains. The city is growing quickly as 

well, as can be witnessed by the around-the-clock 

production of its cityôs construction workers. But 

again what makes life here is its balance. However 

large Jinhua is, you can still walk down the street 

and be greeted kindly by folks you know and see 

everydayðyou are never out of reach of 

familiarity anywhere in the city.  

Other comforts are the cityôs transportation 

systems which can be easily had to anywhere in the 

city by bike, the extensive bus routes or taxi. Also 

train or bus trips to nearby attractions such as 

world renowned city of Hangzhou or the tranquil 

Qiandao Lake can be purchased at great values for 

weekend excursions or holiday travel. Of course 

the climate of the area is another reason why ZJNU 

is such a wonderful place to live and teach. The 

climate is typically mild and dry. The winters are 

quite mild and short; however large amounts of 

snow can still fall. The spring and autumn are 

simply breathtaking and the summer allows for 

plenty of energizing sunshine.  

Given all the physical, natural and material 

happiness that compose life at ZJNU, itôs easy to 

understand why the lives of the foreign teachers 

are so pleasurable. Yet still, the greatest resources 

of happiness at ZJNU, and the main fortune that 

makes for a happy home away from home, are the 

students, teachers, colleagues, faculty and friends 

of this great university. While occasional thoughts 

of oneôs home town or family are unstoppable, the 

foreign teachers are comforted with their new 

larger family and close friends at the university. 

For example, Mr. Henryôs fondness for life here 

stems from the kindness of the local people and 

also their leniency toward his ñfumbling with the 

language,ò which Iôm sure we are all thankful for. 

Zhejiang Normal University hopes to better 

establish the collaborative international 

partnership with Washburn Faculty and its 

students. We are hoping to recruit Faculty 

members to give lectures and facilitate discussions 

at any time and for any length, in any topic that 

suits the development of the universityôs 

disciplines. We are anticipating the day when our 

first international students from Washburn will 

arrive hereðso if interested please inquire at the 

International Office at Washburn. There are 

currently 10 students from ZJNU studying abroad 

this spring semester in Topeka at Washburn 

University. 

 

Hu Jiandong, Andrew Vogel, Xu Lu and Qin Xiaojing 

meeting back up after all having been enriched by the 

Washburn Experience                    photo provided by AV 

 
From the Desk of é 
 

Tina Williams, Study Abroad 

Coordinator  
 

This summer Washburn University students will 

participate in programs in: China, Europe, England, 

Finland, the Netherlands and moreé 

 

A number of faculty members have developed new 

programs specifically with WU students in mind.  

Tracy Routsong, Assistance Professor of 

Communications, will lead the China-Intercultural 

Communication Program, May 20-June 2, 2009.  

This three-hour, five week course/study abroad 



program will allow students to directly explore 

communication in and between cultures and 

communities.  The group will travel to China for 

two weeks to observe and communicate within the 

multicultural setting. Students will stay in Beijing 

with excursions to the countryside. Students will 

visit with English speaking students at the 

elementary and university level, visit a health care 

facility, travel by train to Xiôan, and experience the 

Muslim quarters.  Marguerite Perret, Assistant 

Professor of Art and Paul Prece, Professor of 

Theatre have jointly developed at 12 day Art and 

Theater in London program to take place May 

18-29, 2009.  The program will provide a special 

focus on Contemporary British art, art institutions 

and theater in Britain, from Shakespeare to Opera 

to Lion King.  Ross Friesen, Assistant Professor in 

HEEPS and Alan Bearman, Assistant Professor of 

History will lead the cross curricular Sports 

Traditions and Cultural History of Europe program, 

May 18-27, 2009.  This ten-day Transformational 

Experience will see students travel within England 

and France in an attempt to understand the impact 

of sport upon modern Europe. Of particular note, 

the course will invite students to explore Londonôs 

plans to use the 2012 Olympics to transform the 

long-neglected and economically deprived region 

of the East End.   

 

Best wishes and safe travel to all participants!  
 

Heidi Staerkel, Coordinator, 

International Student Services 
 

The Spring 2009 semester is off to another 

wonderful start!  This past weekend, we hosted the 

sixth annual ñAFS Capitol Experience at 

Washburnò for the 53 American Field Service high 

school foreign exchange students studying in 

Kansas ï what a fun time!  The students had the 

opportunity to see the Washburn campus, tour the 

Capitol, Kansas Museum of History and Brown v. 

Board Historical Site, stay with local host families 

and rock out to a DJ.  On behalf of our office and 

AFS, Iôd again like to thank our 29 host families 

that welcomed these students into their homes and 

make their experience so memorable! 

 

As you may recall from the fall Accent issue, I 

represented Washburn at four IIE education fairs 

this past October ï two in Japan, and two in India.  

Many thanks to Erika Yamashita, who assisted me 

with the fair in Nagoya, and to Futoshi Miura 

(MBA ô00), who assisted me with the fair in 

Tokyo.  It was a pleasure to re-connect with these 

alumni and see how well theyôre doing!  It was also 

good to continue building the relationship between 

Washburn and the IIPPT Foundation in New Delhi 

and meeting with many Indian students who are 

interested in coming to study in the U.S.  We hope 

to start welcoming some of these students - who 

are predominately interested in Washburnôs MBA 

program - for the Fall 2009 semester. 

 

 

 
AFS students posing in front of the Governorôs 

Mansion                             photo provided by HS 

 
Don Anderson, President of ICT, Inc.  
 

Recently, my wife and I had the good fortune to be 

a part of a local celebration of the Chinese New 

Year.  It was sponsored by the Chinese Association 

of Topeka and featured food, music, singing and 

dancing.  It was very well attended and was 

enjoyed by everyone.   

 

We often think of places like New York City, 

Chicago, Boston and Los Angeles as ñinternational 

citiesò where people from all over the world are 

living and working.  We generally do not think of a 



place like Topeka, a small mid-western city, as 

being such an ñinternational city.ò  Yet, we are 

blessed to have many persons from many places 

around the globe living in Topeka.  In addition to 

the Chinese Association that I mentioned above, 

we have other groups that are made up of people 

from India, Mexico, Germany,  Italy, Russia, 

South America, Africa, the Middle-East and 

different Asian countries.   

 

Obviously, our world is becoming smaller in that 

regard, and we are all learning about each otherôs 

cultures, traditions, histories, foods and arts.  It is 

also obvious that this kind of interaction and 

learning is going to continue to grow and flourish 

in the years to come.  It is also becoming more 

apparent that this kind of interaction is going to 

have a major impact upon our social, political and 

learning institutions. 

 

It is very gratifying, therefore, to see the emphasis 

that Washburn University is placing upon the 

transformational opportunities for its students.  

The more that we experience international travel 

and learning, the better prepared we will be for the 

world of the future.  The more that we are in touch 

with what is going on in the nations and cultures of 

our planet, the more likely it is that we will be able 

to have a positive influence upon future events.   

 

So, I hope that most of the Washburn students will 

seriously consider the possibility of going abroad 

to learn and to study in another country.  It will 

certainly alter your outlook on life and maybe give 

you a better understanding of what you want to do 

with your own  life.  This is an exciting time to be a 

student.   

 

 

International Student 

Awarded Scholarships 
 

The following students were awarded scholarships 

in fall 2008. Congratulations! 

 

Class of 1910: Hiu-Lam Lau, Xi Cheng   

Class of 1912:  Manuel Tabora, Kam Tso  

Stanley Curyea: Luis A. Montanez  

David Thurston: Moriba DeCateau   

Sturm/Workman : Jose Salazar  

Hula : Yiyan Zhang, Jorge Delgado  

Langdon: Valeriya Kanaeva 

ICT, Inc.  Solmer Alvarez, Geraldine Elphick  

 

 

 

Photo News 

 
 

 
President Farley talked to international students at the 

fall reception he hosted in their honor        photo/bz 

 

 

               

   
Former Congresswoman Nancy Boyda delivered an 

international  Brown Bag lecture on US foreign policy                        


