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Faculty International 

Activity Report 
 

Aida Alaka, Associate Professor of Law, taught 

Comparative Legal Systems this summer in 

Utrecht, The Netherlands, as part the Law School’s 

summer study abroad program. 

 

Gary Bayens, Professor and Chair of the Criminal 

Justice Department, accompanied 15 students to 

Scotland during the summer to participate in a 

two-week, comparative justice course at the 

University of the West of Scotland. The purpose of 

the program was for undergraduate criminal justice 

students to study cross-national crime and justice 

policies and issues; compare structures and 

functions of the criminal justice institutions which 

are responsible for the enforcement and 

adjudication of the criminal laws in Scotland and 

the United States; and to develop a better 

understanding of the cross-cultural significance of 

ethnicity, age and gender in criminal justice. 

Students lived and studied at the Criminal Justice 

School, located in Hamilton, Scotland. They also 

traveled throughout the country to visit criminal 

justice related sites, such as the high court in 

Glasgow, Barlinnie Prison, the Scottish Parliament 

in Edinburgh,  and the Scottish Police College in 

Tulliallan. This international educational 

opportunity is a component of the School of 

Applied Studies programs to fulfill the Washburn 

Transformational Experience. 

 

Phyllis Berry, Associate Professor, Criminal 

Justice Department, spent the month of June 2008, 

in Papua, Indonesia.  She visited several different 

indigenous Papuan tribes, including the highland 

Dani tribe of Wamena, and the south coast swamp 

tribe of Agats, the Asmatters, who are notorious 

for their previous headhunting and cannibalism 

practices. 

 

Sharla Blank, Assistant Professor of 

Anthropology, spent a month in Dominica, West 

Indies, investigating how the island and the single 

mothers she lived among and interviewed in 

2001-2002 have or have not changed. Her work 

investigates the social support networks of rural 

Dominican female household heads. 

 

Robert Boncella, Professor of Information 

System, lectured on Global Information Systems, 

May 9 – 22, to the International Business 

Administration 2006 class and on business 

intelligence to graduate students and faculty, 

School of Management at Wuhan University 

Science and Technology (WUST) in Wuhan China. 

Subsequently, he was invited to join the faculty of 

the School of Management at WUST as a Guest 

Professor. From May 26 to 28 he visited Zhejiang 

Normal University in Jinhau, China, where he 

presented a guest lecture on Business Intelligence 

to the faculty and graduate students of the ZJNU 

School of Management.  While in China, Boncella 

also visited the commodities market in Yiwu, and 

the cities of Hangzhou and Hong Kong. 

 

Lee Boyd, Professor of Biology, spent a month in 

Mongolia on a Sweet Summer Sabbatical. While 

there she attended a workshop on the future of 

reintroduced Przewalski's horses in Mongolia, 

researched habitat use related to temperature 

regulation by these horses in Hustai National Park, 

and took a 5 day trip through northern Mongolia. 

 
Five members of the faculty were inducted in May 

into Phi Beta Delta, honor society for international 

scholars. From left: Olga Mashtokova, visiting 

scholar from Russia, Tom Schmiedeler, Geography, 

Alex Glashausser, Law,   Brian Ogawa, Human 

Services, and Michael Stoica, Marketing 



     

Barb DeSanto, Chair of Mass Media, and three 

students, Andrew Dunlap, Karl Fundenberger, and 

Rachel Whitten, taught and studied during 

Zeppelin University's Spring School in mid-March 

in Friedrichshafen, Germany.  This was the first 

Mass Media study-abroad class; each student 

earned three credits and fulfilled their WTE 

requirement.  Mass Media Spring School will be 

offered every spring through the Mass Media 

Department. 

 

Norman Gamboa, Director of Orchestras, was 

invited last Febuary to the Central American 

country of Costa Rica where he guest conducted 

the National Symphony Orchestra outreach 

concerts.  For Professor Gamboa it was an 

extremely rewarding experience to be able to be in 

front of the orchestra he once performed with 

fifteen years ago. 

 

Lyn Goering, Associate Professor of Law, 

attended the Global Legal Skills III Conference in 

Monterrey, México, from Feb. 29 to March 1, 2008, 

hosted by Facultad Libre de Derecho de Monterrey.  

More than 180 participants from 11 countries 

discussed cutting-edge issues in international legal 

education. Professor Goering served on the 

international planning committee and gave a panel 

presentation titled, "Who's Teaching Whom?: 

Learning from Teaching International Law 

Students." 

 

Miguel González-Abellás, Associate Professor of 

Spanish, attended the VII International Conference 

of Hispanic Literatures, March 3
rd

 to March 7
th

, 

2008 held in Cusco, Perú.  He presented a paper, 

“Una clase de historia cubana: Lo sobrenatural en 

La isla de los amores infinitos de Daína Chaviano” 

[“A Cuban History Class: Supernatural in Daína 

Chaviano’s The Island of Endless Loves”]. The 

paper was well received.  He also had the 

opportunity of visiting Cusco, Machu Picchu and 

the Sacred Valley of the Inca, and brought back 

some pictures, video footage and other materials 

for his Latin American Civilization courses. 

 

Judy McConnell-Farmer, Professor of Education, 

was the coordinator of  and presented papers at two 

Oxford Round Tables (weekly conferences), 

during July 2008, at Oxford University, Oxford, 

U.K.  Thirty participants from the USA, Japan, and 

England attended.  Participants from the USA 

represented twenty-two states.  Twenty-three 

papers were presented at this Oxford Round Table.  

The focus of the Oxford Round Table (Conference) 

was on the topic of child poverty from an 

international perspective. Some of the papers / 

themes included “A Wish for my Grandson, a 

Summary of our Week Together”,  “An 

International Perspective, The Poverty of 

Children”, “Our Duty to the Children in Poverty”, 

“N.C. L.B:  the Spirit and Reality”, and 

“Educational Leadership: In the Present and for the 

Future”.  Dr. McConnell-Farmer has coordinated 

sixteen Oxford Round Tables (five day 

conferences) at Oxford University sine 2003 with 

three more are planned for 2009. 

 

Jim Kelly, Producer and Assistance Production 

Manager of KTWU, attended the 21st annual 

"Gerard Manley Hopkins Literary Festival" in 

Monasterevin, Co. Kildare, Ireland" from July 19th 

to the 25th.  While there, he served as the "event 

photographer", gave a talk to 35 secondary school 

students on documentary production, and put on a 

"video production workshop" for those same 

students.  he also received the 2008 "Hopkins 

Society Award" for services in support of the 

Hopkins Festival. 

 

Kanalis Ockree, Professor of Accounting, and 

Norma Juma, Assistant Professor of Management 

of the School of Business visited several 

universities in Kenya this summer. While in Kenya, 

they also safaried on the spectacular Maasai Mara, 

and visited the sandy beaches at Mombasa on the 

Indian Ocean and the equatorial town at 

Maseno. They experienced the spectacular African 

culture and the big five game including the world’s 

greatest natural spectacle, the Great Wildebeest 

Migration.  They also spent some time in the city 

of Kisumu on Lake Victoria.  Kenyan politics and 

Kenyan culture were constant topics of discussion. 

 



Nancy G. Maxwell, Professor of Law, 

presented her article The Kansas Case of K.M.H.: 

U.S. Law Concerning the Legal Status of Known 

Sperm Donors, published at 4 Utrecht L. Rev. 135 

(2008), at  "Expert Meeting--Current Debates in 

Family Law around the Globe" held at Utrecht 

University June 27 & 28, sponsored by the Utrecht 

Centre for European Research into Family 

Law.  Fifteen of the international family law 

authors of Issue 4 of the Utrecht Law Review, who 

were both junior and senior faculty members, 

presented their articles to each other in a 

round-table format.  In addition, Maxwell was in 

Utrecht, the Netherlands, from June 24-July 16 

coordinating the law school's summer abroad 

program "Washburn-Utrecht Summer Law 

Program in the Netherlands", which is in its fifth 

year. 

 

 

Michael Stoica, Professor of Marketing, taught 

International Business and Entrepreneurship 

Experience in the spring semester as a business 

elective. This out-of-sequence course (that 

qualifies as being a transformational experience) 

started after the spring break on campus followed 

by a three-week travel to China. Five Washburn 

students teamed with Chinese students and worked 

on projects that solved business problems for five 

Chinese companies from Hubei province. The 

companies constituted a mix from different 

industries such as: retailing (one team analyzed 

business strategies for the biggest mall in Wuhan), 

materials, research, and data processing. Another 

team studied the local business training needs and 

interviewed a sample of companies doing business 

in the field of information systems. 

 

 

Iris Wilkinson, Associate Professor in Human 

Services, presented a talk on "Storytelling as a 

Transformative Teaching Tool" at the Innovations 

in University Teaching conference hosted by the 

University of Strathclyde in Glasgow, Scotland on 

July 29th. 

 

 

Washburn delegates  posing with the Chinese 

Ambassador to the US, Zhou Wenzhong, following a 

luncheon in his honor.  From left: Michael Stoica, 

Business, Bob Boncella, Business, Zhou Wenzhong, 

Baili Zhang, International Programs, Russ Smith, 

Business, and Zhao Haoxing, visiting scholar from 

Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua, Zhejiang, 

China. 

 

 

Features 
 

Washburn KSBDC Hosts 

International Business Fellow 

Rick LeJuerrne 

 

 

Fernando Torres 

Rubiani joined the 

Washburn University 

Kansas Small Business 

Development Center 

(KSBDC) staff as an 

American Business 

Fellow, starting in 

mid-July, and staying 

through September. 

Fernando, an attorney 

from Paraguay who has worked in small to 

multinational companies, is working with 

Washburn KSBDC clients and staff to gain new 

insights to develop and manage businesses.  

 

The Business Fellows Program is promoted by 



Partners of the Americas with funds from the 

Department of State. The program fosters greater 

understanding of issues related to international 

business and economic growth and to forge and 

strengthen long-term institutional linkages 

between the private sectors of the U.S. and Latin 

America through the exchange of technical 

resources and expertise. 

 

In Paraguay, Fernando works for a real estate 

agency that handles commercial and residential 

property sale and management. In his current role, 

he is responsible for developing new business 

areas aimed at generating employment and funding 

resources. He is also in the process of restructuring 

his company to make it compatible in new business 

areas, as well as bringing innovation into the 

company’s philosophy and culture. 

 

“My objective for this fellowship is to acquire a 

clear vision of effective business practices, and 

most importantly, proven techniques to generate 

income, recruit and train staff, and develop 

expansion opportunities,” says Fernando. The 

young entrepreneur says he was interested in a 

fellowship at a business development center 

because of the opportunities to learn business plan 

development, product strategy, market analysis, 

and sales techniques. 

 

Fernando says he is impressed with the diversity of 

businesses assisted by the Washburn KSBDC and 

the staff’s genuine interest in empowering the 

business owners.      

 

 

Semester in Copenhagen Turns into 

Lifetime Friendships 

  

In 1967, Professor Linda (Henry) Elrod attended 

Washburn's Semester in Copenhagen Program, 

Since then, she has been back to Copenhagen nine 

times to visit her Danish family and other friends; 

her Danish friends have visited in Topeka and 

wherever Linda has been teaching abroad, and her 

sister Kim (Henry) VanLaeys (BA'82) followed 

Linda's footsteps to Copenhagen in 1980.  

  

 In late June, 2008, Linda, Kim, and Kim's 

daughter Jessica ('07 Business) travelled to 

Copenhagen to celebrate the 50th anniversary of 

the Hansens, Kim's host family. The Danish 

celebration for 50th anniversaries involves about 

fifty close friends and family waking the couple 

up at 7 a.m. with a brass band, flowers, presents 

and singing.  The "surprised" couple invites 

everyone in for an elaborate two hour breakfast 

(including bitters and fresh rhubarb spread!). The 

evening festivities started at 5 and included a five 

hour catered dinner with toasts and many songs put 

to Danish nursery rhymes.  For coffee, desserts and 

after dinner drinks, a five piece jazz band, called 

"The Spirit of New Orleans" entertained into the 

wee hours of the next day!  A recent study 

concluded that the Danes are the "happiest people 

in the world."  We think we know why!  
 

 

 

Deansô Report s 
 
By Gordon McQuere, Dean, College of Arts & 

Sciences 

 

Once again during the spring and summer of 2008, 

the faculty and students of the College of Arts and 

Sciences have been very active with international 

experiences of several types. Taken together all 

these experiences demonstrate the rich and deep 

involvement of the College in enhancing the 

educational experience of students through 

international awareness.  

 

Perhaps the most impressive examples are the 

many superb opportunities for Washburn students 

to travel abroad with faculty-led groups. 

Representative of the seven different such trips are 

the following. Political scientist Bob Beatty led a 

group of students to Viet Nam and Cambodia. The 

Washburn University Symphony Orchestra, led by 

Norman Gamboa, made a performance tour of 

Honduras. A trip to Greece and Crete to study 

classical sites was led by art historian Reinhild 

Janzen, anthropologist Margaret Wood, and 

historian Tom Prasch. According to Prasch, “The 



Greek trip allowed students not only to experience 

the familiar Greece--the Parthenon, the sanctuary 

of the oracle in  Delphi, the famed Minoan site of 

Knossos, the archaeological treasures of the 

museums of Athens and Iraklio--but the 

less-touristed side of Greece--a traditional feast in 

the mountains of Crete, the Byzantine city of 

Mystras, the monastery of Hosias Lukas, the 

villages of Sifnos--to provide a full portrait of 

Greek culture, history, art, and archaeology.” 

 

Another large group comprises faculty who made 

individual trips abroad. Destinations ranged from 

Canada and the UK to Thailand and Peru, offering 

our colleagues a chance to provide even richer 

insights into international issues for their students.  

Finally, a number of our students, many of whom 

are language majors, took advantage of 

opportunities to study abroad for the summer or for 

a whole semester in Europe or Latin America. 

 

In addition to helping Americans travel abroad, 

WU has been fortunate to welcome a great many 

students from other countries, many of whom are 

involved in programs in the College of Arts and 

Sciences. In particular, the Department of Music 

now is home to many international students who 

are attending WU for all or most of their 

undergraduate career. These students, and 

numerous others like them throughout the College, 

are making major contributions to the life of the 

entire university and contributing to international 

awareness and understanding.   

 

 

 

By Cynthia Hornberger, Dean, School of 

Nursing 

 

The School of Nursing has recently supported 

students to travel abroad to study community 

health nursing in Savonlinna, Finland. Michelle 

Truitt, Melissa Boetig and Kristi Vinduska 

participated in the exchange this past spring and 

Ashlea Vap and Kristin Wipf will participate this 

fall at Mikkeli University of Applied Sciences. In 

addition, Amanda Banister and Betsy Hall studied 

mental health nursing at Queen’s University 

Belfast, Belfast Northern Ireland in March 2008. 

In March 2008 the Dean and two graduate students, 

Catherine Kettlewell and Linda Gall, presented 

papers at the “Women as Global Leaders: Learning 

Leadership” conference in Dubai, United Arab 

Emirates. While in the UAE, the students 

networked with leaders from all over the world. 

The School of Nursing continues to develop its 

collaboration with Wuhan University of Science 

and Technology. This summer one of the faculty, 

Laura Sidlinger, travelled to Wuhan China to begin 

planning for a nursing elective course to be offered 

for the first time during the Summer Session, 2009. 

While in China, Ms. Sidlinger taught courses and 

toured health facilities.Several nursing students 

travelled abroad this summer. Two students, 

Lauren Tate and Megan Dalbey, participated in a 

Magellan Exchange in Finland at Satakunta 

University of Applied Sciences and Rovaniemi 

University of Applied Sciences.  One of our senior 

students, Erin Picolet, attended the Global Institute 

for Leadership and Civic Development in Prague, 

Czech Republic this summer. 

 
 
 
Fulbright Scholar on Campus 

 

Dr. My El Hassan Abouabdelkader chatting with 

Susie Hoffman, Director of Alumni Affairs, following 

a special Brown Bag lecture.  Abouabdelkader, an 

Fulbright scholar from Morocco, spent six weeks at 

Washburn during the summer doing research.  He 

was sponsored by Howard Faulkner, Chair of the 

English Department.               Photo/bz 

 



 
Dr. Farley pointing out Washburn and Kansas on the 

map to G. Viswa Nathan, Founder and Chancellor of 

VIT University.  Washburn and VIT signed an 

agreement during the February trip.  photo/bz 

 

 

 

Program Coordinatorsô 

Reports 
 

 

Law Schoolôs Washburn-Utrecht 

Summer Program in the Netherlands 

Nancy Maxwell 

 

The law school’s summer study abroad program is 

now in its fifth year at Utrecht University in the 

Netherlands.  The courses offered this summer 

were Comparative Legal Systems and Legal 

Professions, and Comparative Judicial 

Enforcement of Constitutional and International 

Rights.  The first course on comparative legal 

systems was co-taught by Washburn Associate 

Professor Aïda Alaka and Mr. Jonathan Soeharno, 

of the Legal Theory Department of the Utrecht 

University School of Law. The comparative 

constitutional and international rights course was 

co-taught by Washburn Associate Professor Bill 

Merkel, with Oda Essens and Gentian Zyber, also 

faculty members of the Legal Theory Department 

of Utrecht University.   

 

Twenty-three Washburn law students attended the 

program with four students from Utrecht 

University, one of whom was an international 

student from Indonesia.  The mixture of U.S. and 

Utrecht University students created an 

intellectually stimulating classroom environment, 

as the students learned about each other’s legal 

systems and laws.  The students challenged the 

underlying assumptions about the nature of each 

other’s legal systems, thereby becoming more 

creative attorneys, who will be better prepared to 

enter an expanding international legal arena.   In 

addition to attending classes for six weeks, the 

students observed court hearings at the District 

Court in Utrecht, and traveled to The Hague and 

Brussels to visit a number of legal institutions and 

courts. 

 

Besides attending classes, the U.S. students 

traveled extensively on the weekends.   Some of 

the places the students visited included London, 

Prague, Paris, Rome, and cities in Belgium, Spain, 

and Germany.  They also enjoyed a reception in the 

centuries-old Utrecht University Academic 

Building, where the treaty of Utrecht was signed, 

went “night-canoeing” on the Utrecht canals, and 

attended several social gatherings hosted by their 

professors.   

 

To see the photo blog of this summer’s activities, 

go to  

http://washburnlaw.edu/studyabroad/utrecht/2008/ 

 

 

Studying Animal Behavior in Africa 

Joanne Altman 

 

Six students and I traveled together to South Africa 

and Botswana to experience animal behavior... 

intimately. We lived in camps in the African bush 

with monkeys in the trees and warthogs and 

bushbuck grazing just outside our rooms. We went 

out on early morning and late afternoon games 

drives and saw the amazing patterns and rules of 

behavior in the wild. We watched as female lions 

waited a full day to gain access to the killed zebra 

the males feasted on, while the even more patient 

jackals and hyenas waited for what might be left by 

the female lions. We watched a pride of subadult 

http://washburnlaw.edu/studyabroad/utrecht/2008/


lions rest with swelled (full) bellies at dusk only to 

be back on the hunt to fill their adolescent appetites 

by morning. We saw and heard the rumble of 

elephants in female families as they called out to 

locate each other as they all wandered toward the 

river in the morning. We drove away from the 

outstretched trunk of a curious elephant and 

watched baby elephants trip over their trunks 

(which they have no control over as infants) while 

they tried to imitate the behavior of their mothers. 

At night we dined outside by a fire pit to the call of 

hyenas, jackals, and lions. On game drives we 

stopped for tea in the morning, and “sundowners” 

at dusk, to the sounds of rutting impalas. One does 

not visit Africa, one experiences it in the first 

person.  

 

 

 

Symphony Orchestra  

Honduras Concert Tour 2008 
Norman Gamboa 

 

Last May, the Washburn Symphony Orchestra 

traveled to the Central American country of 

Honduras where it offered concerts in the cities of 

Tegucigalpa, Comayagua, and San Pedro Sula. 

Some of the concerts were coordinated in 

conjunction with local organizations to benefit 

local charities.  According to local officials, this 

was the first time an American orchestra has toured 

their country.  Concerts were well received and 

highly attended. Students also had the opportunity 

to visit and learn about some of the most prominent 

historical sites and landmarks of Honduras and the 

entire Central American region. 

     Transformation in Jamaica 
Judy McConnell-Farmer 

 

Eight Washburn University students participated 

in the WTE in Jamaica Program from May 16-25, 

2008, in Jamaica, West Indies.  The program was 

sponsored by the Department of Education at 

Washburn University and was directed by myself. 

The students were majors in areas as diverse as 

biology, business, education, physical education 

and radiology. After arriving at Montego Bay 

Airport, the group was driven to their destination, 

Treasure Beach, a three-hour ride that wound 

through the mountains of Jamaica.  Treasure Beach 

is a sterling example of the true Jamaica.  It is a 

sea-side fishing village on the south coast of 

Jamaica.  At Treasure Beach, the group lodged and 

ate their meals at Rock Villa, a small hotel built on 

a hill over-looking the beach. The proprietors, 

Silvan and Blondie Walker, have previously 

hosted five WTE in Jamaica Programs at Treasure 

Beach.   

 

Our Washburn University students spent their days 

teaching three to five year-old children at nearby 

Sandy Bank Basic School.  One afternoon, we 

went to The Maranatha School for the Deaf, 

located forty-five minutes away from Treasure 

Beach in the Ridge District.  Our Washburn 

University students read books while the 

Maranatha teachers signed what was read to their 

students.  We also did art activities with the 

students, ages three to eighteen, who are residents 

of the school.  In preparation for our teaching at 

both schools, the WTE in Jamaica program met 

eight times during the spring 2008 semester to 

design and develop learning activities appropriate 

for the children whom we would be teaching. 

 

We donated approximately four hundred pounds of 

clothing, shoes, teaching supplies and instructional 

materials to the schools where we taught.  During 

the 2007 fall semester, C-42-07 Owl Patrol, Boy 

Scouts of America, Jayhawk Area Council and the 

Second Presbyterian Church of Topeka, 

orchestrated a clothing drive resulting in 

approximately one thousand pounds of clothing 

and shoes. The Boy Scouts donated those items to 



our WTE in Jamaica Program and due to their 

generosity we will be able to donate clothing and 

shoes to the children of Jamaica as a part of future 

WTE in Jamaica Programs.  As one of our 

Washburn University students said while 

reflecting on their trip to Jamaica, “This 

experience is one that I will never forget, the 

friends I made, the people I met and the students I 

worked with will be engraved in my heart forever.” 

 

 

Venture into Cambodia and Vietnam 

Bob Beatty  

 

From May 20 to June 4, I led the first Washburn 

study abroad program to the countries of 

Cambodia and Vietnam. Eight Washburn students 

travelled in a group that totaled 17 to study two 

countries that are developing politically and 

economically after suffering through the upheavals 

caused by war and violence in the 1970's and 

1980's. The goal of the program was study the 

history and facts of the Vietnam war and the 

related strife in Cambodia that produced the 

Khmer Rouge genocide, and also to see how both 

countries have moved past the war and are dealing 

with the post-communist world. We certainly 

achieved that, and more. There is still severe 

poverty in Cambodia, and several students 

commented on how what they experienced there 

has changed how they look at the world. In 

Vietnam, I think the students were surprised at the 

differences between the north and the south, but 

also how much Vietnam is opening up to the global 

economy." During the two weeks students visited 

Angkor Wat in Siem Reap, Cambodia, along with 

the "Killing Fields" genocide sites and the 

international war crimes tribunal that is being 

conducted in Phnom Penh. In Vietnam the 

program took students to Ho Chi Minh City 

(Saigon) for several days of Vietnam-war related 

sites, Hoi An (near Danang), and up north via 

overnight train to Hanoi, where they visited the 

U.S. Embassy, an orphanage, high school, and 

other sites related to the Vietnam War, including 

the lake into which John McCain parachuted 

subsequent to his capture and imprisonment. 
 

The study-tour group in front of the historic Angkor 

Wat, Cambodia  photo provided by Beatty 

 

 

Four International 

Scholars Join WU 
 

 

Bruce Carolan is a 

visiting faculty member 

for the academic year at 

the Washburn School of 

Law.  He is visiting from 

Dublin, Ireland, where he 

is the Head of the School 

of Law at the Dublin 

Institute of Technology.  Bruce is originally from 

New Jersey, but moved to Ireland in 1992 as part of 

an exchange between Cork, Ireland and its sister 

city, San Francisco, where Bruce was Deputy City 

Attorney.  Bruce will be teaching courses in 

international business law and European Union 

law.  He previously has been a visitor at the 

University of Florida Warrington College of 

Business, and the Stetson University School of 

Law.  He has published widely in US and 

European law journals, and has taught EU and 

international business law in London, Geneva, 

Granada, Spain, and Buenos Aires, Argentina.  He 

looks forward to meeting students, faculty and 

staff at Washburn. 



 

 

Sophie Delahaye teaches 

French for the Department 

of Modern Languages at 

Washburn. She comes from 

France, and has been living 

in Kansas for almost ten 

years. After completing her 

postgraduate degree in 

French Literature and 

Civilization at La Sorbonne University in Paris, 

Sophie Delahaye received her Ph.D. in French 

from the University of Kansas in 2007. Her 

doctoral dissertation is titled The Marquis de Sade 

on Women, Politics and Religion in the Shadow of 

Beauvoir, Klossowski and Blanchot. As an 

advanced lecturer at KU, Sophie Delahaye 

conducted several study abroad programs, 

designed for students in language, business and 

education. 

 

Karen Diaz Reateguri, a 

native of Peru, is a new 

assistant professor of 

Spanish in the Modern 

Language Department. Diaz 

Reategui obtained her B.A. 

in Communications at 

Universidad San Martin de 

Porres. She taught 

photography and TV production at the university 

level, and at the same time worked as a TV 

producer of two cultural programs related to 

cinema and literature for national television. She 

came to the United States in 2002 to pursue a M.A. 

in Spanish and Latin American Literature at the 

University of Georgia. She then went to Arizona 

State University, where she was awarded a Ph.D. 

in Transatlantic Cultural Studies in spring 2008.  

She spent fall 2007- spring 2008 working as a 

Visiting Assistant Professor of Spanish at Miami 

University in Oxford, Ohio.  Dr. Diaz Reategui is a 

20th and 21st century specialist, and her research 

examines the connection between literature, film 

and mass media, as well as gender studies and 

cultural studies. 

 

 

Fernando Pezzino, a native 

of Argentina, is the new 

lecturer of Spanish in the 

Department of Modern 

Languages. Fernando 

Pezzino was born in Rosario, 

Argentina. He obtained his 

B.A. in Theatre at 

Universidad Nacional de 

Tucumán. He taught several 

theatre seminars, and worked in different theatre 

production as well. He came to the United States in 

2002 and obtained his M.A. in Spanish and Latin 

American Literature at Arizona State University. 

His research interests focuses on contemporary 

Latin American novel, theatre and film.  

 

 

From the Desk ofé 
 

Don Anderson, President, ICT, Inc 

 

For the last few weeks, there has been a lot of 

attention paid to China as they hosted the 

Olympics.  As they had promised, the Chinese 

provided an extravaganza that was watched by 

millions throughout the world.  It was impressive 

and indicated that China has indeed taken its place 

in the world arena.   

  

It was my good fortune to be a part of a group that 

toured some of the major cities in China earlier in 

the summer before the crowds came for the 

Olympic games. During our time there, we were 

able to see some of the major accomplishments 

that has made China a modern country.  Their large 

cities, for instance, rival our largest cities in the 

United States.   

  

It was our good fortune to also see the Chinese 

countryside with their rural villages and their fields 

as the farmers worked in them.  It reminded us that 

it is ordinary men and women working to raise 

food that provides the backbone of their 

society.  These farmers may lead simple and 



common lives, but their work makes it possible for 

China to emerge as a major nation.   

  

This provides an important lesson for us all.  It will 

take the involvement and the contributions of 

everyone to guide China and to guide the other 

nations of our world into the future.  All of us have 

a stake in the world that is currently evolving in the 

21st century.  All of us have a role to play.   

  

That is particularly true of those who are the 

students in our universities around the   

world.  These students are preparing for careers 

that will be important in the transformation of all of 

our societies.  We may have different histories and 

different cultures, but we are all involved in the 

building of a global community that will effect us 

all.  It is important, therefore, that we become 

better acquainted with each other and learn to work 

with each other as we move into the future.   

  

      

                                                                         

Tina Williams, Study Abroad Coordinator 

 

 

The Office of International Programs awarded 

Scholarships to over 200 students participating in 

programs in over 20 different countries.  Programs 

range in length from 1 week to an academic year 

during the summer, fall semester and academic 

year of 2008-2009.  Included in the 2008 summer 

programs were the following “New” 

Transformational Experiences: 

 

Animal Behavior in South Africa & Botswana, led 

by Professor Joanne Altman; International Politics 

in Cambodia and Vietnam led by Professor Bob 

Beatty; Sacred Sites and Magical Isles:  History, 

Art and Archaeology of Greece led by Professors 

Tom Prasch, Reinhild Janzen and Margaret Wood;   

Music & Culture Beyond Frontiers-Concert Tour 

& Cultural Sharing Honduras led by Director of 

Orchestras Norman Gamboa; Comparative Justice 

in Scotland led by Professor Gary Bayens;   

Business Experiences in China led by Professor 

Michael Stoica; the Dominican Republic Past 

Present and Future led by Professor Georgina 

Tenny; International Summer School at 

Cambridge University in England led by Professor 

Bassima Schbley and assisted by Carolyn Szafran; 

Transformational Education in Jamaica led by 

Professor Judy McConnell-Farmer; Comparative 

Law at the University of Utrecht in the Netherlands 

led by Professor Nancy Maxwell, and Nicaragua 

Service Learning Experience led by Professor Rick 

Ellis. 

 

Individual students attended programs this summer 

in Austria, Belize, the Czech Republic, England, 

Finland, Ghana, Mexico, Netherlands, South 

Africa and Spain.  Students will soon depart to 

participate in programs during the fall semester 

and academic year in the following countries:  

Austria, Cambodia, the Czech Republic, Finland, 

France, Germany, the Netherlands and Spain.  

Each of these countries offers a unique experience 

for Washburn students.    

 

For faculty who are interested in developing 

programs, there will be a Faculty-led Workshop 

held on September 24, 2008 from 3:00-5:00pm in 

the International House.  Students interested in 

participating in winter/spring 2009 programs may 

begin applying now-the Study Abroad Application 

Deadline is October 15, 2008.  If you would like to 

find out more about WU study abroad 

opportunities, visit www.washburn.edu/iip. 

 

 

 

Heidi Staerkel, Coordinator of International 

Student Services 

 

With the dust starting to settle from an eventful 

start to the fall semester, there’s a lot to report!  We 

are very excited to welcome fifty-one new and 

transfer international students to campus this fall, 

the largest fall class in quite a few years.  The top 

two countries represented in our fall class are 

China/Taiwan and Paraguay.  Early counts indicate 

that our office will be overseeing approximately 

140 international students, with 125 of those 

students being enrolled full-time.  China/Taiwan/ 

Hong Kong, Kenya, Paraguay and Honduras are 



the countries with the most students represented at 

Washburn this semester. 

 

Our international student recruiting efforts 

continue this fall, when I will again be representing 

Washburn at four Institute of International 

Education (IIE) fairs in Asia.  This October, I will 

be attending fairs in Nagoya and Tokyo, Japan, and 

making my first trip to India to attend the IIE fairs 

in Mumbai and New Delhi.  India is the country 

which sends the largest number of students – 15% 

of all international students – to the U.S, primarily 

for graduate studies.  In addition to the IIE fairs, I 

will also be working with the IIPPT Foundation in 

New Delhi, which will be scheduling presentations 

at local schools on my behalf.  The president of the 

IIPPT Foundation, Dr. Narendra Choudhry, paid a 

visit to the Washburn campus in mid-July this 

summer, returning the visit from Dr. Farley and 

Baili Zhang, our director, this past February. 

 

This year, the International Club is under the 

leadership of President Kanwal Baluch, a Mass 

Media major from Pakistan.  Kanwal was 

vice-president last year, and is very eager to take 

the lead in planning events and activities.  One of 

the focal points this semester will be the Washburn 

Celebration of Cultures, a fundraising event which 

will again be showcasing campus and local talent 

from around the globe.  The event will begin at 

7:00 p.m. on November 8 in White Concert Hall, 

so please make sure to mark your calendars and 

come enjoy some outstanding entertainment, while 

helping support the I-Club and its efforts.  We look 

forward to seeing you there! 

 

 

Bobbie Anderson, Coordinator of Intensive 

English 
 

The Intensive English Program expanded its 

program this semester with the hiring of 

David Kapusta-Pofahl as Adjunct to teach a 

Speaking and Understanding course. This was 

made necessary by the increase in enrollment, 

especially from China and Taiwan and various 

countries in the Americas.  

 

To be exact, there are 45 students enrolled in the 

program representing 12 countries.  Among them, 

40 are on student visas and 5 are new immigrants 

from the local communities. 

 

An increasing number of students are coming to 

Washburn from universities with whom we have 

partnerships. While some come primarily for one 

semester English training, many come to 

investigate the possibility of obtaining a degree 

here. Those who find a "home" here invite their 

friends and relatives. We hope that will be the case 

with these international students. 

 

 
 

Paraguay Ambassador 

Visits Washburn 
 

 

Mr. James Spaulding, Paraguayan Ambassador to 

the US, visited Washburn during the KS-Paraguay 

Commission annual meeting. Mr. Spaulding was at 

WU for the opening of an exhibit featuring 

Paraguayan art in the Mulvane Art Museum.  
 

 

 

Ambassador Spaulding with Paraguayan students 

(from left)  Clara Ibarra Gonzalez,  Joaquin Yugovich 

Guilen, Baiardi, Paulo Araujo Sanches, and Jorge 

Delgado Breuer 

     Photo/bz 

                                                                                    


