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Faculty International 

Activity Report 
 

Lori Khan, MS, DPT, presented original research, 

"Effectiveness of a Task Oriented Approach to 

Intervention for Patients with Balance Disorders" 

at World Confederation for Physical Therapy 2009 

Congress in Mumbai, India, January 18-25 
 

Kim Morse presented a master class to the 

graduate students at the Andres Bello Catholic 

University in Caracas, Venezuela on March 16. 

The title of her lecture was “Manuel Barrios, el 

cabildo de San Lorenzo, y historia regional 

venezolana.” 

 

On April 16, 2009, Norman Gamboa, Director of 

Orchestras at Washburn, appeared as guest 

conductor with the Philharmonic Orchestra of 

Ploiesti in the City of Ploiesti, Romania. 

 

Gary Baker and Marydorsey Wanless went on a 

12- day tour of the Baltic Sea, stopping at 

Copenhagen, Wardemunde (Berlin), Tallin 

(Estonia), St. Petersburg, Helsinki, Stockholm, and 

ending back in Dover, GB, June 2009.  

 

Sharla Blank attended the Caribbean Studies 

Association annual meeting in Kingston, Jamaica, 

from May 31st through June 5th, 2009. She 

presented a paper entitled: "Damages Wrought by 

Gossip in Dominica, West Indies." 

 

Through February, Alex Glashausser was a 

Visiting Scholar at Waseda Law School in Tokyo, 

Japan.  In the spring, he published an article, "How 

'Supreme' Can Treaties Be in a Federal System of 

Separated Powers?," in the Waseda Proceedings of 

Comparative Law.  He returned to Japan in May as 

a Visiting Researcher at the Temple University 

Beasley School of Law, Japan Campus, also in 

Tokyo.  Over the summer, he gave three lectures at 

Japanese law schools:  "Judicial Supremacy and 

Congressional Power Under the U.S. Constitution: 

Returning the Exceptions Clause to Form," 

University of Tokyo 

Faculty of Law (Tokyo); "Discovery of 

Electronically Stored Information in the United 

States," Doshisha Law School (Kyoto); and 

"Judicial Supremacy Under the U.S. Constitution: 

A Historical Challenge to the Orthodox View of 

Congressional Power," Chuo Law School (Tokyo).   

 

Dr. James E. Smith, Associate Professor in the 

Deptment of Social Work present his research 

entitled “Emotional Intelligence and Professional 

Social Work Education: The Use of Narrative 

Journaling at the 16th International Conference on 

Learning” at the University of Barcelona, 

Barcelona, Spain, July 1-4, 2009. 

 

Reinhild Janzen studied the manifold and deep 

layers of Croatian  history through its arts, in Split, 

Dubrovnik and Hvar, and saw major new 

exhibitions of 15th c. and of contemporary art in 

Munich and Berlin, May 25-June 14. 

 

Nancy G. Maxwell, Professor of Law, was in 

Utrecht, the Netherlands, from July 1 to the 

18th, coordinating the Washburn-Utrecht Summer 

Law Program in the Netherlands.  Professor Janet 

Thompson Jackson co-taught the first course in the 

program, Comparative U.S.-Dutch Legal Systems 

and Professions, with Dr. Michael Milo of Utrecht 

University, and Professor Randall Hodgkinson 

co-taught the second course, Comparative 

Criminal Procedure, with Dr. Annemarijke Beijer 

of Utrecht University.  Twenty-three law students 

from the U.S., Mexico, Switzerland, and the 

Netherlands participated in the six-week summer 

program. 

 

Bob Boncella: From May 8
th

 to May 15
th

 Boncella 

presented 18 lectures on Global Information 

Systems to MIS and International Business 

Administration undergraduate students at Wuhan 

University of Science and Technology (WUST).   

From May 18
th

 to May 22
nd

 he presented 10 

lectures on Academic Research Methods for 

Information Systems to graduate students and 

faculty of WUST On May 13
th

 he was formally 

appointed as a Guest Professor to the School of 

Management faculty at WUST.  Attached is a 

photo of the appointment ceremony. Finally from 



May 25
th

 to May 29
th

 Boncella presented eight 

lectures on Business Research Methods to 

graduate students and faculty of Zhejiang Normal 

University in Jinhua, China.  

 

 
Kong Jianyi, President of WUST, presenting Bob 

Boncella certificate of guest professorship  photo/bb 

 

Lee Boyd attended the 2009 Society for 

Conservation Biology meetings in Beijing, China, 

July 11-17.  She presented a talk entitled "A  

Decade of Behavioral Research on Takhi at Hustai 

National Park, Mongolia". 

 

On his summer Sweet Sabbatical, Dr. Bob Beatty 

of the Political Science Department spent the 

month of May in Mongolia lecturing at Mongolian  

universities and, at the invitation of the U.S. 

Embassy, serving as an international monitor of 

the May 25 presidential election.  

 

Jennifer Ball traveled to Argentina on a Sweet 

Sabbatical from June to August 2009 to study 

Spanish and observe the culture and economics of 

different regions. 

 

Judith Lynne McConnell-Farmer directed the 

WTE in Jamaica Program from January 3-17, 2009.  

Eleven Washburn University students taught in the 

basic (preschool) and elementary schools for one 

week in Treasure Beach and one week in 

Mandeville, Jamaica, West Indies.  She served as 

coordinator of four six-day conferences at Oxford 

University, Oxford, England, as follows: The 

Oxford Round Table: Children’s Literature: 

Allusions to Culture and Religion Since 1850, 

March 15-20; The Oxford Round Table:  The 

Conundrum of Autism, Current Thinking on its 

Causes and Potential Cures, March 22-27; The 

Oxford Round Table: Women’s Careers: The 

Presumptions and Burdens of Proof,  June 5-10, 

2009;  and, The Oxford Round Table: Women in 

the Academy: Prospects and Promises, July 12-17.  

She also presented the following papers at the 

conferences at Oxford University:  “A Look 

Forward While Looking Back in Literature for 

Children” March 16; “A Wish for my Grandson, a 

Summary of our Week Together” March 20; “The 

Lives of Young Children with Autism” March 23; 

“A Wish for my Grandson, Conclusion to the 

Week” March 26; “The Glass Ceiling and Glass 

Elevator: Challenges and Possibilities for Women 

in the Work Place” July 6; “A Wish for My 

Granddaughter: Our Week in Review” July 9; and, 

“Women in Higher Education, STEP and Other 

Possibilities Which are Ours” July 13; and, “A 

Wish for My Granddaughter: Concluding 

Remarks” July 16. 

 

Sharon L. Sullivan attended the International 

Women's Studies Institute conference, "Women 

Change the World," at Lake Atitlan, Guatemala in 

January 10-19, 2009.  She presented a talk titled, 

"V-Day in the Heartland." 

 

Ye Wang conducted a 2-week oil painting 

workshop, June 1-10, with forty participants at 

Chongqing Normal University’s Fine Arts College 

in China.  She also gave two talks: “Borrowing in 

Art”, and “Ye Wang Paintings”. He also gave the 

lecture of Washburn art faculty and art student 

work at Chongqing Teacher’s College, Chengdu 

University of Technology and Sichuan Music 

University’s Fine Arts College.  About 750 people 

from all these universities attended.  

 

Over the summer, Dmitri Nizovtsev taught in a 

four-week program offered by two Washburn 

partner institutions in Satakunta, Finland and 

Rovaniemi, Finland and presented two research 

papers at the International Conference on Game 

Theory and Management in St. Petersburg, Russia. 

 

http://calendar.mail.yahoo.com/YYY,b39ad4/srt,0?v=9&t=1246752000&i=3027&pv=61
http://calendar.mail.yahoo.com/YYY,b39ad4/srt,0?v=9&t=1246752000&i=3027&pv=61
http://calendar.mail.yahoo.com/YYY,f38d70/srt,0?v=9&t=1247356800&i=3029&pv=61
http://calendar.mail.yahoo.com/YYY,f38d70/srt,0?v=9&t=1247356800&i=3029&pv=61


Xiaofeng (Sheldon) Peng visited China from May 

16 to June 14, 2009. During his productive 

four-week tenure there, he co-authored several 

research papers with Chinese scholars (two of 

these studies were later accepted for presentation at 

conferences such as an IEEE meeting), presented 

his research titled “ADRs and the Accruals 

Anomaly” at the 2nd International Finance and 

Investment Conference held at Nankai University, 

and assisted Director Baili Zhang of International 

Programs in establishing student exchange 

programs between Washburn and some prestigious 

Chinese institutions (such as Nankai University, 

Xiamen University, and Tianjin University) and in 

recruiting Nankai and Xiamen students and Tianjin 

Conservatory of Music students along with 

Washburn Music Professor Xiaoli Ding. 

 

 

 

International Scholar Joins 

Faculty 

Professor Klaus Ladstaetter was born and raised in 

Sankt Veit/Glan, a small city in Austria’s southern 

province of Carinthia that borders Italy and 

Slovenia. For his undergraduate studies, he 

attended the Karl-Franzens University in Graz, the 

capital of Austria’s province of Styria. He 

graduated with a Master of Arts degree with a 

major in philosophy and a minor in German 

philology. In 1997, Professor Ladstaetter enrolled 

in the philosophy program of the State University 

of New York at Albany to pursue his graduate 

studies. Subsequently, he received the degrees of 

Master of Arts and Doctor of Philosophy from 

SUNY at Albany. 

Professor Ladstaetter’s 

primary area of interest is 

theories of truth and related 

questions, as they arise in the 

philosophy of language, in 

the philosophy of logic, and 

in metaphysics. He also has 

interests in epistemology, 

philosophy of science, philosophy of mind, and the 

history of modern and 20th century Western 

philosophy. Additionally, topics in ethics have 

recently caught his attention. He has published 

articles on the correspondence theory and on the 

minimal theory of truth. The papers were presented 

at international congresses of philosophy in 

Europe. Currently he is working on semantic 

paradoxes, such as the Liar and its kin. 

Before coming to Washburn as a Visiting Assistant 

Professor of Philosophy, Dr. Ladstaetter held 

visiting faculty positions at Bennington College in 

Bennington, Vermont, and at Siena College in 

Loudonville, New York. 

 
Criminal Justice Goes 

International   

During two weeks in June, the Criminal Justice 

Department hosted 19 students from The 

University of West of Scotland and their sponsor, 

Professor Geraldine O'Donnell. The Scottish 

visitors, along with 15 Washburn University 

students, participated in a comparative justice 

course that provided a unique opportunity for 

students to study cross-national crime and justice 

policies and issues; compare structures and 

functions of the criminal justice institutions which 

are responsible for the enforcement and 

adjudication of the criminal laws in the United 

Kingdom and the United States; and develop a 

better understanding of the cross-cultural 

significance of ethnicity, age, and gender in 

criminal justice. Students received instruction from 

WU professors and criminal justice practitioners 

and were presented the opportunity to visit 

criminal justice related agencies in the community 

to experience firsthand local and state law 

enforcement, courts, and corrections. Highlighting 

the visits were trips to the Shawnee County Adult 

& Juvenile Detention Facilities, Shawnee County 

Sheriffs and Coroner's Offices, 



 

 Scottish students in class at WU   photo/gb 

and the 3rd Judicial District Court System. Several 

of the WU students completed the course in 

conjunction with the scholarly transformational 

experience and will make presentations during 

homecoming week this fall. This was the first 

Scottish comparative justice course held on the 

Washburn campus but students from WU have 

previously traveled to Scotland to participate in the 

course at the University of West of Scotland in 

2006 and 2008. Additional information about this 

international educational program can be obtained 

from Dr. Gary Bayens, Chair of the Criminal 

Justice and Legal Studies Department at 670-1411. 

(by Gary Bayens) 

 

 

Dean’s Report 
 
 

Gordon Mcquere, Dean, College of Arts and 

Sciences 

 

In recent months, the faculty and students of the 

College of Arts and Sciences have been thoroughly 

involved in international activities. With the help 

of Washburn University and its many generous 

supporters, a total of 14 students were able to study 

abroad as individuals during the spring or summer 

terms. In addition, many individual faculty 

members spent part of the summer term traveling 

and studying abroad.  

 

Also impressive are the special, faculty-led travel 

courses that broaden the horizons of Washburn 

students. Here are some examples from this past 

spring and summer: 

 • Margaret Wood, Anthropology, again led 

her popular course, “Discover the Ancient Maya” 

in the Yucatán.  

 • Barb DeSanto, Mass Media, led a group 

to Germany over spring break. 

 • Tracy Routsong, Communication, taught 

“Intercultural Communication” in China this past 

summer. 

 • Paul Prece, Theatre, and Marguerite 

Perret, Art, taught art and theatre in London. 

 • In a collaborative effort, groups from 

Physical Education and History shared a trip to 

London and Paris. This trip was led by Roy Wohl 

and Ross Friesen (HPEES) and Alan Bearman 

(History). 

 

Finally, we are happy to welcome to the Washburn 

campus a great many students from abroad who are 

enhancing the awareness of international issues for 

all our students.   

 

 

Cynthia Hornberger, Former Dean, School of 

Nursing  

 

International programs in the School of 

Nursing continue to expand. Seventeen nursing 

students studied abroad this past spring and 

summer semesters. Students travelling to Finland 

included Rachel Black, Clayton Campbell, Leanna 

Herrmann, and Jenna Willis. They studied 

Community and Public Health Nursing at Mikkeli 

University of Applied Sciences. Kimberly Beem 

and Ashley Toft studied Mental Health Nursing at 

Queen’s University Belfast in Belfast, Northern 

Ireland. Eleven students, Shawna Adkins, Jessica 

Albrecht, James Carter, Staci Dobbins, Morgan 

Enoch, Michele Evans, Lesly Gillan, JoAnna 



Lightfoot, Joshua Penabaz, Mary-Margaret 

Simpson, and Melissa Welch, participated in the 

first offering of the course, Exploration of Nursing 

in China, in May 2009. In July, the School was 

notified that it received funding from the Fund for 

the Improvement of Postsecondary Education to 

develop a dual degree undergraduate nursing 

program with three European Union universities 

beginning in 2010. Other activities included the 

Dean’s travel to India and Thailand to explore 

future possible educational collaborations in these 

countries.   

 

 

Russell E. Smith, Associate Dean, School of 

Business 

 

Throughout the first seven months of the year, 

School of Business faculty continued with existing 

international activities and School initiatives, as 

well as working to develop new ones.  They visited 

five continents, including Asia, South America, 

Africa, Europe, and North America outside of the 

United States, and are hosting a visitor from 

Australia. 

 

Most active in Asia was Professor Bob Boncella, 

who in May returned to Wuhan and Jinhua, China 

where Washburn and the School of Business have 

academic partnerships. Professor Boncella 

presented a series of lectures on global information 

systems to undergraduate students in the 

Management Information Systems and 

International Business Administration programs at 

the Wuhan University of Science and Technology 

(WUST), followed by ten lectures on academic 

research methods for information systems to 

graduate students and faculty.  Early in his stay at 

WUST, Professor Boncella was formally 

appointed a guest professor in the School of 

Management.  Later in May, he visited Zhejiang 

Normal University in Jinhua, China, and presented 

a series of lectures on business research methods to 

graduate students and faculty. 

 

In May, for the third consecutive year, School of 

Business students visited Wuhan in central China 

as part of the BU 406 International Business and 

Entrepreneurial Experience course offered by 

Professor Michael Stoica.  While in Wuhan, the 

eleven Washburn students completed their 

research/consultancy projects done in teams with 

WUST students majoring in international business.  

The consultancy projects were based on Chinese 

companies.  The WU-WUST teams made their 

public presentations to the WUST university 

community.  Before arriving in Wuhan, Washburn 

students broadened their knowledge about China 

with visits to Shanghai, Beijing, and Xian.  The 

class also visited Hong Kong before returning to 

the United States. 

 

In the area of more traditional academics, in March, 

Associate Professor Sungkyu Kwak presented a 

paper, “Seasoned Offerings and Use of Proceeds,” 

in Kyoto, Japan, at the 2009 Pacific Rim 

Conference coordinated by the Western 

Economics Association International and served as 

a discussant for another session.  The paper was 

co-authored by Professor Rob Hull, the Clarence 

King Chair of Finance, and Associate Professor 

Rosemary Walker.  Assistant Professor Xiaofeng 

(Sheldon) Peng visited China in May and June 

where he co-authored several papers and presented 

a paper, “ADRs and the Accruals Anomaly,” at the 

2nd International Finance and Investment 

Conference held in Nankai University in Tianjin.  

He also assisted Director Baili Zhang of 

International Programs in establishing student 

exchange programs with several Chinese 

institutions and in recruiting students. 

 

Most active in South America was Associate 

Professor Jennifer Ball, who was in Buenos Aires, 

Argentina for two months between June and 

August with the support of the Sweet Sabbatical 

program.  The purpose of the trip was to study 

Spanish and to observe cultural and economic 

differences in various areas, including in her area 

of special interest of women's roles and work.  She 

also traveled to Cordoba, Villa Maria, and Iguazu, 

all in Argentina, and to Colonia in Uruguay.  She is 

continuing her study of Spanish this fall at 

Washburn University.  Professor Russell Smith, 

Associate Dean, visited Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 

June to participate in the Congress of the Latin 



American Studies Association (LASA), where he 

presented his research on income distribution and 

employment in Brazil.   Before the LASA meeting, 

he visited Asuncion, Paraguay, where he met with 

leaders of the Comite Paraguay-Kansas (CPK), the 

Partners of the Americas counterpart to the 

Kansas-Paraguay Partners (KPP), about recruiting 

more MBA students under the Washburn-CPK 

agreement.  He met with persons who had visited 

Washburn under various Partners programs and 

visited the Terror Archive in its new facility. 

 

In Africa, the School of Business was represented 

by Assistant Professor Norma Juma, who visited 

Egypt, Kenya, and South Africa during the 

summer of 2009 with support of the Sweet 

Sabbatical program. In Egypt, she visited various 

family businesses including the famous SEKEM 

community. She also visited several schools in 

Kenya and South Africa, where she identified 

several with great potential for WTEs as well as for 

faculty collaboration. They included Strathmore 

University, University of Pretoria, University of 

Witwatersrand and University of KwaZulu-Natal, 

among others. 

 

In Europe, Professor Juma presented a paper, 

“Grooming the Director:  A Tale of Succession 

Plan and Continuity at Malaika Academy,” 

co-authored with Jennifer Sequeira, at the 9
th

 

Annual Conference of the International Family 

Enterprise Research Academy (IFERA) in 

Limassol, Cyprus.  Other visitors to Europe 

included Associate Professor Dmitri Nizovtsev 

who visited several of Washburn’s Magellan 

Exchange partner schools and lectured in the 

Magellan Exchange Summer School programs, in 

the Netherlands, Belgium, Finland, and Russia.  

Professor Michael Stoica made exploratory 

representational visits to the Metropolitan 

University of Leeds in England and to Lucian 

Blaga University in Sibiu, Romania, as well as 

deepening his knowledge base with a side trip to 

Loch Ness.  Finally, Professor Gary Baker 

distinguished himself with purposive personal 

travel to London, Dover, Copenhagen, 

Wernemuende (Germany), Tallinn (Estonia), St. 

Petersburg, and Stockholm. 

 

In North America, Associate Professor Rosemary 

Walker participated in the 84
th

 Annual Conference 

of the Western Economic Association 

International in Vancouver, British Columbia, 

Canada.  Professor Walker presented two papers, 

including “The Impact of Hedge Funds on Equity 

Offerings,” co-authored with King Chair and 

Professor Rob Hull and Associate Professor 

Sungkyu Kwak and “Effect of Employer Tuition 

Reimbursement on Moral Hazard and Income,” 

co-authored with Assistant Professor Liviu Florea. 

 

While the School of Business has had no 

representation in Australia or Antarctica so far this 

year, the School continues to host Visiting 

Lecturer David Price, a doctoral candidate in 

marketing at Griffiths University in Queensland, 

Australia.  Mr. Price contributes to our teaching 

program while he completes his Ph.D. research.  

 

 

 

Willie Dunlap, Dean, School of Applied 

Studies 

 

The Criminal Justice Department hosted 19 

students from the University of the West of 

Scotland in June. The Scotland students, along 

with 15 Washburn students were enrolled in a CJ 

course, Comparative Justice. Refer to article on 

page 5 for details. 
 

 

 

From the Desk of … 
 

 Don Anderson, President of ICT, Inc 
                                                                    

Someone once wrote, “Life, if lived properly, is an 

adventure.”  I was reminded of this recently when I 

had the opportunity to welcome some international 

students who were arriving at Kansas City 

International Airport.  They were coming from a 

variety of countries including France, Austria, 

Germany and China with Washburn University as 



their destination.   

 

These young people have embarked upon a grand 

adventure.  They are coming to Topeka to go to 

school and to advance their academic careers.  

They are also coming to a new country with a 

different language and different traditions and a 

different culture.  They will be attending classes 

and they will be discovering what life is like in a 

whole new setting.  No matter what their initial 

expectations are like, they will be encountering all 

kinds of experiences and situations that will be 

surprising and rewarding.  And all of these things 

will change them for the rest of their lives.  They 

will never again see the world or themselves in 

quite the same way.  In a real sense, they will have 

become citizens of the world.  This is certainly a 

grand adventure for them.   

 

At the same time, I would hope that their presence 

on the Washburn campus will allow us to be a part 

of this grand adventure.  As these international 

students get settled in, and start attending classes, 

and we get to know them, we will find ourselves 

exposed to persons and ideas and cultures that are 

different from our own.  We, too, will find 

ourselves changed by their presence among us.  

We, too, will begin to gain a wider perspective 

about the world in which all of us live.  We, too 

will begin to understand ourselves as citizens of 

the world.   

 

The “Transformational Experience” that is being 

promoted by Washburn is designed to help us grow 

and become people with a wider world-view.  This 

can happen to us when we go to study in other 

countries, and it can happen to us when we interact 

with students who are coming here to study.  In 

both instances it can truly be a grand adventure for 

all of us and it can change us in ways that truly are 

“transforming.” 

 

 

Heidi Staerkel, Coordinator of International 

Student Services 

 

With the first week of classes behind us, we have 

some exciting news to report regarding our fall 

class of international students:  This is the largest 

fall class in recent memory, with over 85 new and 

transfer students!  Combined with our returning 

students, our office will be responsible for 

approximately 170 students on F-1 and J-1 visas.  

Our largest international population is currently 

from China, including many students from our 

partner universities Zhejiang Normal University 

and Wuhan University of Science & Technology, 

and the following five new partner universities:  

Zhejiang Educational Institute, Tianjin 

Conservatory of Music, Nankai University, 

Xiamen University, and Yiwi Industrial & 

Commercial College.  Other new and transfer 

students come to us from the following countries:  

Austria, Indonesia, Colombia, Germany, France, 

Paraguay, South Korea, Thailand, Honduras, 

Finland, Switzerland and Taiwan. 

 

Our new International Club president, Business 

major Trang Le Nguyen from Vietnam is also 

energized about the fall semester!  One event we’d 

like to get on your calendars early is the 4
th

 annual 

WU Celebration of Cultures, which will be held 

from 7-9 pm on November 21 in White Concert 

Hall.  For more information, please contact 

heidi.staerkel@washburn.edu.    

 

 

Tina Williams, Study Abroad Coordinator 

 
The Office of International Programs Scholarship 

Committee awarded scholarships to over 175 

students participating in programs in over a dozen 

different countries.  Programs range in length from 

1 week to an academic year during the summer, 

fall semester and academic year of 2009-2010.  

Included in the 2009 summer programs were the 

following “New” Transformational Experiences: 

Exploration of Nursing in China, led by Professor 

Laura Sidlinger:  This 2-week program provided 

opportunities for students to observe Chinese 

Health Care and reflect on the similarities and 

differences in the health care systems.  

Intercultural Communications in China, led by 

Professor Tracy Routsong:  This program allowed 

students to directly explore communication in and 

mailto:heidi.staerkel@washburn.edu


between cultures and communities.  Sport 

Traditions & Cultural History of Europe, led by 

Professors Alan Bearman, Ross Friesen, & Roy 

Wohl:  For eighteen days students traveled within 

England and France studying the impact of sport 

upon modern Europe.  In addition, students 

explored London’s plans to use the 2012 Olympics 

to transform the long-neglected and economically 

deprived region of the East End.  Art & Theater in 

London, led by Professors Marguerite Perret & 

Paul Prece:  during this 12-day program special 

focus was put on contemporary British art, Art 

institutions and theater in Britain, from 

Shakespeare to opera to Lion King.  Other 

Faculty-led Summer Programs included:  Business 

Experiences in China, led by Professor Michael 

Stoica and Comparative Law at the University of 

Utrecht in the Netherlands, led by Professor Nancy 

Maxwell. 

 

Individual students attended programs this summer 

in Austria, Canada, Costa Rica, Cyprus, England, 

Finland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Mexico, the 

Netherlands, Peru, Spain and Swaziland.  A 

number of students will soon begin programs 

during the fall semester and academic year in the 

following countries:  Australia, Austria, France, 

Mexico and the Netherlands.  Each of these 

countries offers a unique experience for Washburn 

students.    

 

If you would like to find out more about WU study 

abroad opportunities visit:  

www.washburn.edu/iip. 
 

 

 

 

Features- 
Meet the Middle East held to showcase 

culture, traditions 

Richard Kelly 

On March 27, University United Methodist Church 

hosted an array of diversity. "Meet the Middle 

East" was in full swing, which included speakers, 

food from three different cultures, and dancing. 

 

The event was festive, despite the approaching 

snow storm. The 

audience filled to 

standing-room 

only as people 

listened to the 

opening remarks 

of Jerry Farley, 

president of 

Washburn 

University. 

 

"I think you all 

will find this 

event absolutely 

fascinating," said 

Farley, calling 

"Meet the Middle 

East" an 

"exciting 

educational 

event." 

 

Each speaker had a different agenda on hand. The 

speakers were Bob Beatty, professor of 

international and comparative politics, Abeer 

Othman Al-Asali, faculty adjunct of Arabic, 

Bassima Schbley, the BSW Program Director at 

Washburn, James McHenry, director of 

development at the Topeka and Shawnee County 

Public Library and also Thomas Kennedy, a retired 

Washburn professor. 

 

One of the subjects that was discussed was 

ideology in Islamic countries, which as explained 

by Al-Asali to be very different than what people 

in America commonly believe. Schbley also spoke 

about the difference between her country and what  

would be expected. She described the “freeness” of 

Lebanon and the respect for others that the culture 

has developed.  

 

Next, McHenry spoke about his experience in 

Turkey and its contrast with America. At the end of 

his speech, he sang a song to the audience in 

 
Media Credit: Mike Goehring 

Abeer Othman Al-Asali, adjunct 

professor in the Modern Languages 

Department, spoke at the event 

about Islamic ideology and how it is 

perceived. 

 
 

http://www.washburnreview.org/user/index.cfm?event=displayAuthorProfile&authorid=2774993


Turkish. 

 

While many were there to listen to the speakers, 

the food available certainly delighted guests as 

well. Dishes from three separate cultures were on 

hand for the night. There were Jordanian dishes, 

which included meat and spinach pies. Lebanese 

dishes were also served, which included tabouli 

and hummus. Turkish dishes were served as well, 

one of which was eggplant kofta. The dessert was 

baklava. Waithira Macharia, a sophomore at 

Washburn who attended the event, praised the food. 

 

"The food is very rich," said Macharia. "The spices 

are very unique. Seems like it must have taken a lot 

to prepare, just eating it." 

 

As the evening drew to a close, the International 

Folk Dance Group of Topeka put on a show for the 

audience. They demonstrated basic Turkish and 

Arabic dances and attempted to teach onlookers. 

Although participation remained limited to the folk 

dance group, the audience seemed to appreciate the 

spirit of the festivities. 

 

With so much uncertainty about how the event 

would turn out, Schbley was excited by the final 

outcome. 

 

"It felt really great to see this kind of audience," 

said Schbley. "It felt like we got the whole 

community involved. It also felt great to teach 

people that the Middle East is highly diverse and 

that for the most part we're kind, loving, generous, 

and just want to teach people about our culture." 

 
(reprinted from the Washburn Review 03/30/09) 

 

 

Paraguayan Artist Visits 
 

Liliam Rodriguez and Diego Sanchez Haase 

visited Washburn from Paraguay in February. 

Liliam, a soprano, and Diego, a pianist, performed 

Songs of Paraguay and selections by Handel, 

Mozart, Schuman, Villa Lobos and Verdi in White 

Concert Hall. They also conducted a master-class 

for the WU music department, exposing students 

to native Paraguayan music and vocal techniques. 

This was an excellent cultural performance 

sponsored by Washburn and Kansas Paraguay 

Partners.  (by Lynn Wilson) 
 

 

Rodriguez and some of the Paraguayan students 

posed on stage after the performance    photo/lw 

 

  

 

Congratulations! 
 

The following students were placed on the 

President’s Honor Roll for spring 09 semester: 

Xi Cheng (China) 

Jorge Delgado Breuer (Paraguay) 

Yiyun Dong (China) 

Mariela Flores Barquero (Costa Rica) 

Ayako Homma (Japan) 

Jiatie Huang (China) 

Isabella Gichiri (Kenya) 

Shuang Jiang (China) 

Xin Jiang (China) 

Huihui Lin (China) 

Cheikh Niass (Senegal) 

Jakub Rostik (the Czech Republic) 

Qianqian Ruan (China) 

Jingjing Sun (China) 

Manuel Tabora (Honduras) 

Kam Tso (Hong Kong) 

Jimena Vallejos Barriocanal (Paraguay) 

Fangyuan Ying (China) 

Luodan Wang (China) 

Wen Zhou (China) 

Qian Zhang (China) 



The Office of International Programs also wishes 

to congratulate Qianqian (CiCi) Ruan, Fangyuan 

(Mary) Ying, and Zheng (Henry) Zhang on their  

excellent results in the Nall Speak Off last 

semester!  The Speak Off's competitors are chosen 

from the top 1-3 students in the Public Speaking 

courses each semester. 

 

 

 
From left: Ruan, Ying, and Zhang         (photo/bz) 

 

 

The results and topics were: 

1.  Qianqian Ruan - “Women’s Kingdom” 

2.  Haley Pinon - “Alcohol” 

3.  Fangyuan Ying - “Spring Festival” 

4.  Zheng Zhang - “Green Tea” 

 

 

 

 
 

Alan Bearman, Libraries/History, Margaret Wood, 

Anthropology/Sociology, Bob Boncella, Business, 

and Mariea Raicheva, Mass Media,  were inducted 

in April into Phi Beta Delta, Honor Society for 

International Scholars.           (photo/bz) 

 
. 

 

 

 

 
 

The annual Fukuoka visiting students and other 

international students enjoying a fashion show 

during a welcome function.  From front to back: 

Kanwal Baluch (Pakistan/Saudi Arabia), Ezgi 

Gulec (Turkey), Wen Zhou (China) and a Fukuoka 

University student.                  (photo/bz) 


