Historical Research — Additional Tips and Resources

Knowing how to find sources is the art of history detection. The historiographical essay is a
special type of history writing that only considers secondary sources. Historiography traces how
historians have interpreted a given historical topic over time rather than contributing original
research (new evidence or arguments) on the topic.

Mabee Library Electronic Databases and Print Indexes

In addition to America: History and Life, Mabee Library provides access to other electronic
databases, as well as print indexes, of interest to historical researchers:

e JSTOR - JSTOR is a full-text archive of scholarly journals. Coverage is usually from the
first issue (1880s) up until 3-5 years ago.

e CQ Researcher - Complete source for in-depth, analytical reporting on the most current
and controversial issues of the day. 1991 to present.

e New York Times Article Archive - The complete backfile of The New York Times. 1851 to
present.

e C.R.L.S.: The Combined Retrospective Index Set to Journals in History, 1838-1974
(reference storage ¢ request at Reference Desk) - v.1-4. World history (subject index).--
v.5-9. United States history (subject index).--v.10-11. Author index.

e Nineteenth Century Readers' Guide to Periodical Literature, 1890-1899, with
supplementary indexing, 1900-1922 (periodicals).
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e Kansas Periodical Index. 1984-2006 (periodicals).

e Heritage Quest ¢ Ask Cal Melick, Mabee Reference librarian, to issue you a Kansas
Library Card, which will allow you to search this electronic database from
http://www.kslc.org/.

Footnotes, endnotes, and bibliographies

All historians cite the sources they have used to write their articles and books in footnotes. By
gathering those citations, historians are led to more and more sources.

e Browse the Mabee Library reference collection, D and E call numbers.
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e Once you have identified the appropriate call number(s) for your topic, browse the
stacks.
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e Browse the stacks electronically by conducting an Advanced, Call Number search of the
library catalog.
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LC Call Number Search

Type the LC call number you want to find, then press the Enter key or click Submit,
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Type as much or as little of the LC call number as you want. For example:
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E 508 B57 2004 : Civil War in Kansas / Roy Bird
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Civil War in Kansas / Roy Bird WU Mabee Washburn Coll.:LIB USE ONLY, WU Mabee Stacks:CHECK SHELVES é 2004
E 508 C3 1958 : A frontier state at war: Kansas, 1861-1865
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Interlibrary Loan (ILL) and Document Delivery (DD)

Use Interlibrary Loan and Document Delivery to request books, complete journal issues (in
Kansas only), articles, CDs, DVDs, microfilm reels, photocopies of primary sources, maps, and
other materials.

e http://www.washburn.edu/mabee/services/ill/interloanform.php

Databases, archives, special collections, institutional repositories, institutional depositories,
digital collections, digital libraries, museums

A whole world of academic literature and research exists beyond the reach of Google. There is

an enormous amount of information available on the World Wide Web that you cannot find by

using conventionalsearcK Sy 3AySad® ¢KAa YIIGSNAFIE Aa 2F0Sy
not that the information is really hidden or invisible. It is there, freely available and waiting to

be found. The problem is that general search engines are built in suchawaythali G KS& 2dza i
go into every single database and search the information contained in each one. They can find

the databases, but they cannot enter them and extract content. So, the databases on the

Internet are a lot like the books in the library. They contain relevant information, but you need

to know where to look. Below are tools that can access some of the academic content of this

Invisible Web.

e Google ¢ http://www.google.com - Use Google to find the database.
0 Examples:Searchd OA OAf Gl NEORDBAIM od IANGE  GoRAAM A £t
g1 NE IsSNOKA@S
e Consult a search engine that specifically targets deep Web content.

0 CompletePlanet ¢ http://www.completeplanet.com

e Use adirectory or search engine that indexes ONLY academic content.
0 Google Scholar ¢ http://scholar.google.com
0 InfoMine - http://infomine.ucr.edu/
0 OAlster - http://www.oaister.org/
0 eScholarship Repository - http://repositories.cdlib.org/escholarship
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understand all the facets of it, or to approach it from an interesting angle.

e Use CLIO Notes in the America: History and Life database.
0 This interface will guide you through US History by allowing you to browse
through chronologies and brief summaries of significant events and themes in
American history. At the end of your exploration you will be provided with
suggested research topics related to your area of interest and an easy-to-use
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search screen that will allow you to search the entire America: History and Life
database for articles, book and media reviews, and dissertations.
e Use a search engine which organizes search results by themes and topics or in a colorful
graphic display.
0 Clusty ¢ http://www.clusty.com
0 Kartoo ¢ http://www.kartoo.com
0 Blinkx - http://www.blinkx.com/ - Search over 18 million hours of video.

Subject Gateways

Gateways or portals provide subject specific access to the Internet. They are maintained by
organizations or by individuals, and can be an excellent way for finding Web resources in your
area of interest, as all links will have been selected for quality and relevance.

e Best of History Web Sites - http://besthistorysites.net/
e WAOKINR WSyaSyQa {cOtpZ/figkeNi.@u/DjelideRS (2 222
e Best History Information on the Net -
http://library.sau.edu/bestinfo/Majors/History/hisindex.htm
e Intute: Arts and Humanities - http://www.intute.ac.uk/artsandhumanities/
e National Archives and Records Administration ¢ http://www.archives.gov
0 Presidential Libraries - http://www.archives.gov/presidential-libraries/
e The Library of Congress: American Memory - http://memory.loc.gov/ammem
0 Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers -
http://www.loc.gov/chroniclingamerica/
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