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Finding Books 

Mabee Library Reference Collection 

A good starting point for your research is in general and special encyclopedias, 
dictionaries or handbooks. These sources provide an overview of a topic, identify key 
people and concepts, define unfamiliar terms, and often include a list of books and 
articles on a given topic. They are also good for narrowing down a topic. Here are some 
titles in the reference collection related to philosophy: 

• The Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy (B41 .B53 2005 ) 
• Encyclopedia of Philosophy (B41 .E5 2006) 
• Dictionary of World Philosophy (B41 .I26 2001 ) 
• The Oxford Companion to Philosophy (B51 .O94 2005 ) 
• Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy (B51 .R68 1998 ) 
• Fifty Major Philosophers (B72 .C59 1988) 

The Library Catalog 

Books are generally not as current as journal articles, but they provide a more 
comprehensive coverage of a subject. Search the library catalog to find books on a 
specific subject.  

 

 



Finding Articles 

Journal Articles 

Journal articles on specific subjects can be found by using the libraries’ electronic 
databases. Sometimes the Library subscribes to both the print and electronic versions of a 
journal (see the example). 

Articles from scholarly journals often provide the most current and detailed information 
on a subject. Scholarly journals are also referred to as peer-reviewed journals or refereed 
journals. The articles in a refereed journal are reviewed and evaluated by experts in the 
field prior to publication. This process assures the reader that the content is reliable and 
timely. In some electronic databases, you may limit your search to articles in peer-
reviewed journals.  

Listed below are a few of the general and subject oriented databases useful in   
philosophy research. Washburn students, faculty and staff may access electronic search 
services from off-campus by using your Washburn ID number.  

• Philosopher’s Index - Covers the areas of ethics, aesthetics, epistemology, logic, 
and metaphysics as well as material on the philosophy of disciplines, such as law, 
religion, science, history, and education. Coverage 1940 to the present. 

• Expanded Academic ASAP - Research in all academic disciplines. Coverage 
1980 to the present. 

• Wilson OmniFile Full Text - A multi-disciplinary database providing the 
complete content - indexing, abstracts, and full text - from six of Wilson's full-text 
databases: Education Full Text, General Science Full Text, Humanities Full Text, 
Readers' Guide Full Text, Social Sciences Full Text, and Wilson Business Full 
Text. 

• JSTOR - JSTOR is a full-text archive of scholarly journals. Coverage is usually 
from the first issue (as early as 1880’s) up until 3-5 years ago. 

Interlibrary Loan/Document Delivery 

If the Mabee Library does not own or have access to a particular book or journal, you 
may request a copy of the article or the book through Interlibrary Loan; this free service 
normally takes 1-2 days. 

Citing Your Sources 

Style manuals provide the necessary information for documentation and style in writing 
research papers and reports. APA, MLA, Turabian, and Chicago style manuals are 
located at the Mabee Library Reference Desk. Some style guides are available online as 
well.  
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it for printing or 
emailing



 

 

 

 

Truncation 

When you search electronic databases, you can make your searches more effective by 
using truncation. If you type the keyword Ionia, you may miss articles containing the 
word Ionians. If you type the keyword Milesians, you may miss articles about Milesian 
philosophers. Truncation uses symbols to replace letters in words. 

 Ioni$ finds Ionia and Ionians 
    Milesi$ finds Milesia, Milesian and Milesians  

Use the Results 
Manager at the 
bottom of the page 
to choose the 
results and fields 
you want to 
display, print, or 
email

Select More Limits 
to limit your initial 
search to only 
journal articles

Then click the Limit a 
Search button 


