
                          ERIC  
 

WHAT IS ERIC? 
• “Education Resources Information Center”  
• Includes full-text articles, abstracts and citations for government reports, journal articles and education materials 
• Searches over 1.2 million education citations and offers full-text to ERIC Digests (1966-present) 
• FREE database sponsored by the Department of Education  and the Institute of Education Sciences 

 
 WHERE DO I FIND ERIC? 
• Online at http://www.eric.ed.gov  
• Also available by connecting to Mabee Library at http://www.washburn.edu/mabee/  

Select Electronic Databases, then look in the Education Subject List under ERIC- Department of Education)  
• ERIC is also available through the FirstSearch database. Look in the Education Subject List under  

ERIC-Articles and Reports in Education. 
 

HOW DO I START SEARCHING? 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Insert search term(s) and 
limit as necessary. 

● To search for scholarly articles, select 
       “Journal Articles”, “ERIC Digests”, and 
       “ERIC Publications” (or other boxes which  
         relate to your topic).  
 
● To search for lesson plans, select the “Guides”. 

Begin with an 
Advanced Search. 



Search Results 

 
 
  

 
 
 
WHAT IF THE FULL-TEXT IS NOT AVAILABLE? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHERE ELSE CAN I FIND FULL-TEXT? 
 

• Mabee Library keeps ERIC Digests (ED) in microfiche on the 1st level. First use this database to 
find citations. The documents are filed by the ED number. Ask at the reference desk for assistance. 

   
• EJ stands for ‘ERIC Journals”. To find out whether the library owns the full text for a particular EJ 

article, check the Mabee Library Catalog.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Add your favorite 
results to the 
clipboard as you are 
searching so you can 
retrieve them later. 

Peer Reviewed Journals are marked 

To read the full article, click here. 

Check the Mabee Library Catalog  by doing a ‘periodical title’ 
search to see if the item is at the library, or contact Interlibrary 
Loan to request it for free (or minimal cost). 
                                                                                                      

You do NOT need to purchase articles from the      
  publisher.  

ED or EJ number



WHAT IF I HAVE TOO MANY RESULTS? 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
WHAT IF I HAVE TOO FEW RESULTS? 

• Search by using the THESARUS.  
 

 
 

Enter a word in the search box or select the 
general category related to your term and 
continue to narrow your search by exploring 
inside a specific subject.   

Search within the given results by adding more 
specific criteria. 



 
 
WHAT IS MY ERIC? 
• A free online personal file cabinet which allows you to store saved searches, create file folders and 

save specific citations. It is NOT required to register with MY ERIC to use the database. Usually, 
the temporary CLIPBOARD is sufficient for managing your favorite articles during a single session. 

  
 

PRINTING, SAVING OR E-MAILING RESULTS            
 

• Most ERIC articles are PDF’s.  When the article is open, choose to either print or save it. It is not 
possible to e-mail full-text PDF’s unless they are saved and then attached in a self-addressed e-mail.  

• To e-mail citations and abstracts, first add the item(s) to the clipboard and then select “e-mail”.  
 
 
 
Need Help?  

If at anytime you have a question about ERIC, ask at the reference desk. We are here to help!  
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

Curriculum Resources Center 
Carnegie Room 101 

(785) 670-1436 and 1956 
 

 
 

Call Us!  
(785) 670-1436 (CRC)  

or  
 1483 (Mabee Library) 

 

            
Reference Desk Hours 

Mon.- Thu.  9 – 9, Fri.  9 – 5, 
Sat. 10 – 5, Sun.  1 – 9 

Need help after hours? Go 
ONLINE! 

 

                      
E-mail reference service @ 

www.washburn.edu/mabee/ask.html    
(24-hr turnaround time) 

    Live chat reference service @ 
 
 
 
 

       
www.kananswer.org 

(chat in real time with a librarian) 
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