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Affairs 
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November 2009  

 

Multicultural  

Affairs  

Office  
 

Washburn University 

Morgan Hall, 110 

1700 SW College 

Topeka, KS 66621 

785.670.1622 

E-mail:  mao@washburn.edu 

www.washburn.edu/mao/ 

 

Monday-Friday 

8am-5pm 

(After 5pm by appointment) 

 

Dona K. Walker, Director 

Regina Mendoza-Vargas,  

Office Assistant 

 

Mission 
Multicultural Affairs promotes awareness of cultural 

diversity and multicultural issues.  The office serves as 

a resource and referral center for faculty, staff, 

students, and local communities.  In addition, the office 

enhances educational development about diversity and 

multicultural issues and advocates for studentsô needs 

on campus. 

 

November is 

Native  

American 

Heritage Month  
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Student 

  

  

 

 

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS  

 

 

WBSU  

I 
N 

S 

A  

 

National 

Asian 

America  

Association 

Program 

For information on 

 

BSU, contact 

porchia.brown@wasburn.edu 

NAACP Student Chapter, contact 

kimberly.wiggins@washburn.edu 

 

All others contact 

Multicultural Affairs Office 

mao@washburn.edu 

 

Indigenous Nations Student Association  

mailto:porchia.brown@wasburn.edu
mailto:kimberly.wiggins@washburn.edu
mailto:mao@washburn.edu
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ON CAMPUS 

1-30-Native American Heritage Month 

1-Daylight Saving Time Ends 

1-2-Days of the Dead/Dia de los Muertos 

10-Workshop ñManaging Stressò will be at 3pm in Morgan 177.  Learn different ways to manage 

stress.  Open to all WU students.  Sponsored by Counseling Services. 

11-Veteranôs Day 

11-WU Veteran Day Celebration will be at noon on the Union lawn. 

13-Diversity Matters Seminar presents, ñThe Abayudaya Jews of Uganda:  A Benefit Talk and 

Performance by JJ Kekiò at 1:30pm in Mabee Library.  JJ Keki is a Black African Jew living in a 

country that only sanctions Islam and Christianity. He brings experience of another culture, 

combating religious persecution, and amazing efforts to bring peace to his region among the 

local Muslims, Christians, and Jews. Included will be traditional Abayudaya music. 

19-Day of Transformation will be held at the Mabee Library.  Students will present information 

about their transformational experiences throughout the day.  Open to everyone. 

19-Student Success Skills workshop ñStaying Healthy through Finalsò will be held from 3:30pm 

to 4:30pm at Mabee Library.  Open to all WU students.  Sponsored by Student Recreation and 

Wellness Center. 

21-National Suicide Survivors Day event will be held from 12pm to 1:30pm in Stoffer Science 

Hall 138.  Watch a 90-minute documentary Webcast that is being shown throughout the nation. 

After the Webcast, Maureen Ruh, suicide prevention coordinator at the Colmery-O'Neil Veterans 

Administration in Topeka, will have an informal discussion.  Open to everyone.  Sponsored by 

Counseling Services. 

21-WU Celebration of Cultures will be from 7pm to 9pm in White Concert Hall.  Music, fashion, 

dance, and displays presented by Washburnôs international students.  Open to the public. Free-

will donation.  Proceeds benefit the International Club. 

25-27-Thanksgiving Break 

26-Thanksgiving 

30-Classes Resume 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
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OFF CAMPUS 

1-12/31-American Indian Realism exhibit will be on display daily at the Brown vs. Board of 

Education National Historic Site, 1515 SE Monroe, Topeka, KS from 9am-5pm daily.  This 

exhibit features modern prints from vintage glass plate negatives.  Photographers focused on 

people who still wore traditional dress and lived in traditional homes as a mean of documenting 

a lifestyle that has been irrevocably altered.  Admission is free. 

14-Saturday Night at the Down Beat features Native American flutist Lewis Johnson of the 

Seminole Nation and Injunuity, an all Native American group formed in 2007.  All music Injunuity 

performs and composes is based on the Native flute, making this group a rare genre find when 

mixed with their sounds of jazz and rock and roll.  Free and open to the public at 7pm at the 

Brown vs. Board National Historic Site, 1515 SE Monroe, Topeka, KS.  Please RSVP by calling 

785.235.3939 or going to http://www.nps.gov/brvb/planyourvisit/nativeconcert.htm  

6-Haskellôs Veterans Club Pow Wow will be held from 3pm to 11pm at Coffin Sports Complex 

on Haskell Indian Nation University in Lawrence, Kansas.  Special tribute will be given to the 

Code Talkers and Native Veterans in the community.  For information call 785.749.8467 or visit 

www.haskell.edu  

6- Awi Akta Districtôs 9th Annual Inter-Tribal Veterans Pow Wow will be held from 6pm to 11pm 

at the Gage Park Zoo Shelter House in Topeka.  See www.awiakta.org for detailed information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

http://www.nps.gov/brvb/planyourvisit/nativeconcert.htm
http://www.haskell.edu/
http://www.awiakta.org/


5 

 

  
 

 



6 

 

 

 
 

Pow Wow time is the Native Americanôs way of meeting together, to join in 

dancing, singing, visiting, renewing old friendships and making new ones.  It a 

time to renew thought of the old ways and to preserve a rich heritageéééé. 

www.powwows.com   

POW WOW ETIQUETTE 
(for dancers and visitors) 

 

1.  Be on time.  The committee is doing everything possible to ensure that activities 

begin and run smoothly.  Please cooperate in this regard. 

2.  Appropriate dress and behavior is required in the Arena.  Anyone unwilling to 

abide by this rule will be asked to leave by Arena Director. 

3.  Arena benches are reserved for dancers.  Dancers wishing to reserve a space 

on the bench should place a blanket in that space before the dance begins.  

Please do not sit on someone elseôs blanket unless invited.  Uncovered benches 

are considered unreserved. 

4.  Listen to the Master of Ceremonies.  He will announce who is to dance, and 

when. 

5.  Respect the position of the Head Man and Head Woman Dancers.  Their role 

entitles them to start each song or set of songs.  Please wait until they have 

started to dance before you join in. 

6.  Dance as long and as hard as you can.  When not dancing, be quiet and respect 

the Arena. 

7.  Be aware that someone standing behind you may not be able to see over you.  

Make room, step aside, sit, or kneel if someone is behind you. 

8.  Show respect to the flag and honor songs by standing during ñspecialò songs, 

stand in place until the sponsors of the song have danced a complete circle and 

have come around you, then join in.  If you are not dancing, continue to stand 

quietly until the song is completed. 

9.  While dancing at any Pow Wow, honor the protocol of the sponsoring group. 

10.  Some songs require that you dance only if you are familiar with the routine or 

are eligible to participate.  Trot dances, snake, buffalo, etc. require particular 

steps or routines.  Only Veterans are permitted to dance some Veteran songs, 

unless otherwise stated; listen to the MC for instructions.  (continued p. 5) 

http://www.powwows.com/
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11.  The Flag Song, or Indian National Anthem, is sung when the American Flag is 

raised or lowered.  Please stand and remove hats during the singing of this song.  

It is not a song for dancing. 

12.  Pow Wows are usually non-profit.  It depends upon donations, raffles, blanket 

dances, etc.  for support.  Donations are encouraged as a way to honor 

someone.  Any participant can drop money onto the blanket to aid in the Pow 

Wow expenses.  You may also buy raffle tickets 

13.  Certain items of religious significance should be worn only by those qualified to 

do so.  Respect the traditions. 

14.  Giveaways, attributes of Indian generosity, are held at many dances.  They are 

acknowledgments of appreciation to recipients for honor given.  When receiving 

a gift, the recipient thanks everyone involved in the giving. 

15.  The Drums are sometimes closed, check with the Head Singer for permission to 

sing. 

16.  If at any time you are uncertain of a procedure of etiquette, please check with 

the MC, Arena Director or Head Singer.  They will be glad to help you with your 

questions. 

17.  Take a chair.  Most Pow Wows will not have seating for the public or enough 

seating for everyone.  Also remember that the benches in the arena are for 

dancers only. 

18.  No Alcohol or drugs are allowed at Pow Wows. 

19.  If taking Pictures, ask the dancer first.  Remember common courtesy and ask 

permission.  Group photographs are usually alright to take, but you might want to 

ask the committee first. 

20.  Remember that in each area you travel to and visit, things can and will be slight 

different than your area.  Different groups have different customs and methods of 

doing things.  Be respectful of the uniqueness of each area. 
Etiquette provided by Paul G. at www.powwows.com 

 

http://www.powwows.com/
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  OPPORTUNITIES  

HSF/General College Scholarships  
 

HSF/General College Scholarships are designed to assist students of Hispanic heritage obtain a 

college degree.  Scholarships are available on a competitive basis to: 

 

 Graduating High School Seniors 

 Community College Students 

 Community College Transfer Students 

 Undergraduate Students 

 Graduate Students 

 

Award amounts generally range from $1,000 to $5,000 

 

Eligibility Requirements 

 Be of Hispanic heritage 

 Be a U.S. citizen or legal permanent resident with a permanent resident card or passport 

stamped I-551 (not expired) 

 Have a minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale 

 Have plans to enroll FULL-TIME in a degree seeking program at a two or four year U.S. 

accredited institution in the U.S., Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands or Guam during the 2010-

2011 academic year. 

 Must apply for the federal financial aid by completing the Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA) 

 Be pursuing first undergraduate or graduate degree 

 

Application Deadline:  December 12, 2009 

Award Notifications:  July 2010 

Go to www.hsf.net for more details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hsf.net/

