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EUGENE FITCH WARE

"Deeper grows the soil and truer,
More and more the prairie teems
With a fruitage as of dreams;
Clearer, deeper, flow the streams,

Blander grows the sky, and bluer.

We have made the State of Kansas,
And to-day she stands complete--
First in freedom, first in wheat;
And her future years will meet

Ripened hopes and richer stanzas."

--from "Quivera--Kansas"
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"This book goes from me to the

people of Kansas. 1IC is no longer
. There is on it no
I shall feel fortunate
if T sell enough of these copies to
pay my printer, and he is a very
good printer, an editor and my
friend--Mr. W.G. Simons and Mr. J.L.
for there are two of 'him.'
too, have made this collection
possible because they believe in me
and in the people of Kansas. These
are your poets and your poems.
What will you do with them?"

—from the introduction to Sun-

flowers (1914)
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"'"What have T been sweating a-
What is anyone's life?
We're all like a

bout--nothing.
No more than mine.
lot of hens in a backyard, scratching
so many hours a day.
little deeper than those who aren't
so skilled or so strong.

Some scratch a laboring class of people, as they

And when I upon their ignorance to make them
stand off a little, it's all alike. discontented. In America we had
The end is as blind and senseless as
the beginning on this farm--drought
and dust,'"

——Dust (1921), p. 236
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"FLO:
"In the twenties well-to-do
people in Oklarada, when they
thought about it at all, were glad

"Maybe the hypnosis of summer-
time held the mind more tightly, no- MADGE:
thing ever seemed to move; Fork City
was like a small boy or an old loafer
sitting beside a horse-hitching ring,
or the stone in which it was fixed in
the kerb, at the edge of the wheel-
tracked pulverized dust, looking down
the street, wondering what to do or
where to go--or forever balancing in
just two parties and when it got the hypnotized and stupid mind whether
down to it, why, both of them were to walk up to the next cormer or not."
equally safe.” —-The History of Nora Beclkham

~-What People Satd (1938), p. 49 (1948), p. S

that in this country we didn't have
a lot of high-brows or parlor pinks
or paid agitators stirring up the

did in the 01d Countries, preying

WILLIAM INGE
1913-1973

Madge, now listen to me.
I can't Lok you. . .
It's no use, Mom.
ing. Don't worry.
got ten dollars T was sav-—
ing for a pair of pumps,
and 1 saw ads in the Tulaa
World., There's lots of
Jobs as waitresses.
Millie good-bye for me,
Mom. Tell her I never
meant it all those times L
said I hated her."

-—from Flenic (1952),

Act TII, sc. ii
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