
Biology    Bachelor of Science or Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Biology 

Plan your journey

WHAT’S NEXT?

Use this major map to plan your journey at Washburn. Everyone’s experiences are different, so talk to your advisor about customization.  

The program prepares you for 
positions and graduate or professional 
school in diverse areas such as: 

Academic & Applied Research

Agricultural Sciences

Bioeconomics

Botany

Conservation

Ecology and Evolution

Entomology

Environmental

Consulting

Law

Epidemiology

Fisheries Science

Forestry

Integrated Pest Management

Marine Biology

Park Ranger

Public Health

Scientific Journalism or Publishing

Teaching

Toxicology

Veterinary Medicine

Wildlife Management

Zoo and Aquarium Sciences

Zoology

START WELL STAY ON COURSE FINISH STRONG

Learn

Experience

Engage

Launch

•	 Get to know your advisor in your 
department and discuss your 
sample schedule with them

•	 Learn how to use the degree audit 
program DegreeWorks

•	 Attend every class and prepare for 
exams in advance

•	 Put phones and electronics away
•	 Take advantage of WU’s free 

Tutoring and  Writing Center
•	 Get to know your instructors

•	 Attend Apeiron presentations
•	 Volunteer for activities on 

and off campus: Women in 
Science Day, local invasive 
species management, or other 
conservation efforts

•	 Explore Study Abroad options

•	 Become a tutor or an SI 
•	 Conduct research with WU faculty and present your work at local or 

regional meetings                                             
•	 Participate in a Washburn Transformational Experience (WTE) 

project
•	 Take a leadership role in one of the biology clubs
•	 Explore options of an internship or REU during the summer

•	 Join a professional biological society: Ecological Society of America, 
Entomological Society of America, Botanical Society of America, 
Association of Zoos and Aquariums, etc.

•	 Intern or volunteer with local organizations 
•	 Attend a regional conference and engage with others in your discipline
•	 Engage with faculty who can serve as references and points of contact
•	 Create a LinkedIn profile to establish and maintain career-building 

connections

•	 Present your research at 
Apeiron

•	 Present your research at a 
regional or national conference

•	 Explore options for an 
internship or REU

•	 Continue networking with 
professionals in your field

•	 Attend a national or 
international meeting and 
engage with others in your 
discipline 

•	 Contact potential graduate 
advisors

•	 Update your resume and other 
application materials to apply 
for jobs, graduate school or 
professional school

•	 Apply and get ready for your 
next step

•	 Develop your resume
•	 Take an internship at a local park, a research opportunity, or field 

course in a relevant area.
•	 Maintain a high biology GPA - get invited to join the TriBeta biology 

honor society 
•	 If your desired career requires further education, prepare to take any 

required tests and work with your adviser to ensure you are on track

•	 Join the Biology Club and the 
Ecobods

•	 Attend the campus job fair

•	 Diligently follow the degree plan developed in consultation with your 
advisor, making adjustments where necessary  

•	 Focus your biology electives towards your specific areas of interest 
or career goals

•	 Monitor your progress with DegreeWorks
•	 Keep up with assignments and continue preparing in advance for 

exams
•	 Learn from feedback on assignments and exams
•	 Consider a complimentary minor (e.g. Sustainability and 

Environmental Studies)

•	 In the first two weeks of 
your last semester, apply for 
graduation 

•	 Ensure that your degree audit 
is 100% 

•	 Discuss career goals with your 
advisor

•	 Research the job market
•	 Visit the Career Engagement Office 

for help with your resume and/or 
internship opportunities

•	 Consider if your desired career 
requires further education and 
discuss it with your advisor

LEARN MORE:

https://www.washburn.edu/academics/college-schools/arts-sciences/biology/degree-env-biology.html
https://www.washburn.edu/registrar/degree-works-faq/index.html
https://www.washburn.edu/academics/college-schools/arts-sciences/political-science-public-administration/public-administration.html
https://www.washburn.edu/student-life/tutoring-writing-center/index.html
https://www.washburn.edu/academics/apeiron/index.html
https://www.washburn.edu/academics/international-programs/study-abroad/index.html
https://www.washburn.edu/academics/wte/index.html
https://www.isfg.org/
https://www.washburn.edu/registrar/degree-works-faq/index.html
https://www.washburn.edu/student-life/career-engagement/index.html

