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Kristi Baker-Lampe (nee, Williams) was born and 
raised in Topeka, Kansas.  She began her piano study 
at age seven under the guidance of Mrs. Charlene 
Cox and continued there through her graduation 
from Topeka West High School. Under Mrs. Cox’s 
tutelage, she took on her first student in 1972, at the 
age of thirteen, and has been teaching privately ever 
since. She earned a Bachelor of Music Education 
degree from Kansas State University in 1979, after 
which she remained as a graduate teaching assistant 
in Piano Pedagogy. She went on to earn a Master of 
Music degree in Piano Performance/Pedagogy from 
Kansas State University in 1984, while embarking on 
what would become a 32-year career as a public-
school music educator in Northeast Kansas. She 
retired from public education in 2011. 

 In 2012, she was awarded a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Piano Performance from the 
University of Kansas. During her doctoral study, she continued to teach choral music at the middle 
and high school levels and also served as Adjunct Professor of Applied Piano at Ottawa University in 
Ottawa, Kansas. She has produced many award-winning pianists and has had several students go on 
to successful music careers of their own. She currently owns and operates KBL PIANO, LLC, an 
independent piano studio in North Topeka. 
 Dr. Baker-Lampe, throughout her career, has been an active member of the Music Teachers’ 
National Association and its state and local affiliates.  She has held a number of offices at the state 
and local level, including president of her local association and Foundation Chair at the state level, and 
she served as President of the Kansas Music Teachers’ Association from 2017 to 2019. In 2011, 
MTNA recognized her as a Nationally Certified Teacher of Music in Piano, and in 2021, she was 
awarded Permanent National Professional Certification.  She also holds active membership in the 
International Piano Professionals’ Association, the World Piano Teachers’ Association, and the 
National Guild of Piano Teachers. 
 Dr. Baker-Lampe remains in demand as a solo and collaborative artist, clinician and 
adjudicator, living into her personal mission to create lifelong learners and lovers of the Piano and its 
music.  She continues to give workshops and master classes to teachers and students throughout the 
United States, including presentations at several American universities and state teachers’ conferences. 
Dr. Baker-Lampe has appeared throughout the United States and Europe as a singer, conductor, 
collaborative and solo pianist.  Her most recent credits include appearances in Kansas, Georgia, 
Virginia, and Texas, and multiple performances at the World Piano Conference in Novi Sad, Serbia. 
 She credits her long and successful career, at least in part, to her loving and supportive family, 
beginning with the late Charles Baker, her husband of 35 years, and their daughters, Barbara and 
Elizabeth. In September of 2020, she married James Lampe, who now travels with her and acts as her 
business manager, travelling companion, and super fan. The Lampes, together, enjoy spending time 
with their large family which includes their five daughters, four sons-ln-law, and nineteen 
grandchildren. 


