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Virtual conference registration funding available:
The College is pleased to be able to make some
limited funds available to faculty members who wish
to register to attend or present at virtual conferences
before June 30. Faculty may request up to $300.
Please submit requests to Toni Lewis (toni.lewis@
washburn.edu) in the CAS deans office. Contact
Kelly Erby (kelly.erby@washburn.edu) with questions.
Faculty Success Groups are underway. A record
number of faculty members signed up to participate
in this semester’s Faculty Success Groups. Topics
for this semester are COVID-19 and the classroom,
Black Lives Matter and the classroom, using Navigate for advising, and professional development
opportunities through Academic Impressions. The
topics are likely to be repeated in spring.
Faculty Colloquium registration opens soon:
Contact Laura Murphy (laura.murphy@washburn.
edu) to register for the spring 2021 Faculty Colloquium regarding the WUmester topic of Sustainability. Learn more about WUmester by visiting www.
washburn.edu/wumester.
Radio telemetry field experience at Karlyle
Woods. Biology Club, and assistant professor Ben
Reed, held a recent outing to Washburn’s field station in late September. Students were able to learn
about how to use the radio equipment to locate
animals wearing transmitters, and to practice measuring young turtles. Physical distancing and masks
were used.
New research lab in Chemistry, overseen by Hoang
Nguyen, assistant professor. Nguyen is planning to
build a laser-based cavity system to measure the optical signal from nanoscale materials. This optical table
will facilitate both the construction and application
of optical cavities for enhancing signals from nanoscopic samples. The table was installed this summer
with the assistance of a crane.
Hostile Terrain 94 is on display now at the Mulvane Art Museum. Washburn is hosting the instillation and related programming to bring awarness to
the more than 3,200 migrant deaths in the Arizona
borderlands since 1994. Visit www.washburn.edu/
hostileterrain for more information.

Ben Reed, assistant professor, Biology, at Karlyle Woods.

New optical table installed at Stoffer in the Chemistry
lab of Hoang Nguyen.

Hostile Terrain 94 at Mulvane Ar Museum
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Congratulations, Math Team!
Success for students in fundamental math classes
rose to 74% compared to 57% in AY20! Many people
are to thank for this remarkable improvement starting
with advisors who helped students choose the right math
course. Math Lab Supervisor Dave Snyder and Math
Success Coach Lori Gill, in addition to math faculty Dr.
Sarah Cook, Dr. Angela Crumer, Ms. Beth McNamee,

Mr. Todd Cooksey, and Dr. Kevin Charlwood, implemented co-requisite and individualized teaching strategies to engage students. Interim Math Chair John Mullican, Associate Dean Matt Arterburn, and Dean Alan
Bearman all were instrumental in leading this successful
effort.

Faculty and Student Success
• Patrons were able to see the Theatre Department’s
first production of the season, She Kills Monsters, in both
Gray Theatre and on Zoom. Their next production, Mr.
Marmalade, will open on October 28.
• Dr. Bob Beatty, Political Science, will be one of the
in-person attendees at the U.S. Vice Presidential debate
scheduled for October 7.
• Three Political Science students are interning in
Governor Kelly’s COVID Recovery Office. The students,
Jillian Roy, Bailey Sater, and Emily Unruh, began their
work in the summer assisting in CARES Act funding
and implementation. Reagan Propps and Adam Young
are interning in the Office of Constituent Services.
Melissa King is an intern in the governor’s Office of
Appointments.
• Rita Blitt discussed her work with a Zoom audience
on September 28 to celebrate the newly published book,
Around and Round, edited by Mulvane Director Connie
Gibbons.
• Dr. Tom Prasch, History, moderated a panel discussing the New York Times “1619 Project” which examines

the defining impact of slavery on American history. Dr.
Bruce Mactavish (HI), Dr Kelly Erby (HI), Mr. Steven
Hagemann (CSSR), and Victoria Smith (WSGA president) also participated.
• Dr. Brian Thomas, Physics, published his latest research
article in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.
The publication was reported in Science Daily with the
headline, “Exploding Stars Could Have Caused Mass
Extinction on Earth.”
• Dr. Jason Miller, Anthropology, hosted 3 virtual programs in support of the Hostile Terrain 94 exhibit currently on display at the Mulvane (see p. 1). These included a
poetry reading with Kansas poet laureate Huascar Medina, a screening and discussion of the film Border South,
and a talk by Forensic Anthropologist Dr. Kate Spradley
of Texas State University about forensic anthropology
initiatives related to the immigration and humanitarian
crisis at the southern border. This programming continues with a screening of Latinos Beyond Reel (see upcoming
events p. 3).

In Memoriam
Dr. Dan Harden, professor emeritus of Education, passed away in July. He specialized in education law
and philosophy of education. He is survived by his wife,
Mary, three children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren
and siblings.
Dr. Terry Booth, Assistant Professor Emeritus
of Sociology and Anthropology, passed away in August.
An Anthropologist passionate about developing research

skills in his students, Booth is survived by his wife, Pat,
and two adult children.
Ms. Karen Simpson passed away in September.
She was a long-time administrative assistant at Wahsburn, for the Departments of English (from which she
retired), and Kinesiology, as well as Career Services. She
is survived by two children, grandchildren, and extended
family.
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WELCOME NEW FACULTY

Grant Armstrong
Political Science

Lori Gill
Math Lab Coach

Guannan Hu
Math & Stats

Silas Huff
Music

Communication Studies

Alex Myers
Sociology

Hoang Nguyen
Chemistry

David Snyder
Math Lab Mgr

Lucy Tan
Music

Communication Studies

New Program Highlights
A new Bachelor of Science in Computer Information Science with a concentration in Data Science is
being offiered in the College. The program will allow
students to concentrate on the growing field of data
analytics and big data from the database and programming perspective.
The College has launced two new minor programs
this fall. The minor in Museum and Curatorial Studies is an interdisciplinary partnership between several
academic units and the Mulvane Art Museum. Connie
Gibbons, who also directs the Mulvane Art Museum, is
program director.
The minor in African American and African Diaspora Studies is an interdisciplinary partnership
between units including Anthropology, Art, English,
History, Mass Media, Psychology and others. The
program’s director is Mary Sundal, chair of the Department of Sociology and Anthropology.

Carson Kay

Kai Xu

Upcoming Events
•
•

•
•
•
•

Hostile Terrain 94 and I Dream a World:
Portraits of Black Women who Changed America
Tuesday-Friday all month at Mulvane Art Museum
Major Meet-Ups
via Zoom, now through Oct. 16. Contact cas@
washburn.edu for a full list of events. Thanks to all
involved for hosting.
Latinos Beyond Reel screening & discussion
6 p.m. October 1 online: https://www.facebook.
com/events/615940479350922/
Flamenkcmo
Friday, Oct. 2, 5:30-6:30 p.m., parking lots 8 and R
Black Lives Matter rally
Friday, Oct. 2, 7 p.m., Yager Stadium. Register at:
https://washburnuniversityblmrally.eventbrite.com
CFC Meeting
4 p.m. Monday, Oct. 5, Zoom

#WUWillmottWeek, first-of-its-kind digital film fest organized by the History Department, was a success. Events
included a Zoom discussion with film maker Kevin Willmott about his recent work.
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