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• Students interested in summer classes, or advisors 
helping them, should check out the new interactive 
CAS web page: washburn.edu/summercas, which 
provides summer course information and identifies 
general-education offerings. 

• The 2021 SO310 Diaper Drive ran from March 15 
to 28. $1,000 worth of diapers were donated. Addi-
tionally, the project’s online gofundme campaign has 
raised $850 so far. The gofundme will remain open 
until April 7; visit gofundme.com/f/so-310-diaper-
drive to donate. (See photo, right.) SO310 student Dom Becher (far left) and Sangyoub 

Park (second from right) deliver the collected diapers to 
members of community partner Community Action.

CAS is excited to celebrate our graduates with outdoor commencement 
ceremonies in Yager Stadium this year. All 2020 graduates will walk on May 1 

and spring 2021 graduates on May 8. The College of Arts and Sciences, along with 
 the Schools of Applied Studies, Nursing, and Business, will have a combined ceremony 

at 3:00 pm on both dates. Faculty participation in commencement is voluntary. 

Faculty who wish to participate can register 
by filling out this form before April 9.

WUmester 2021: 
Sustainability

WUmester’s April Sustainability Challenge is 
“Eat and Drink Like the World Depends on It.” 

Visit washburn.edu/wumester to sign up. 

Upcoming WUmester events include trips to the To-
peka Farmer’s Market on April 10, 17, and 24. See the 
WUmester Event Calendar for details. Additionally, this 
year’s WIFI film festival held April 22-24 features the 
theme of sustainability. (See right.)

March WUmester events included:
• A historical movie night hosted by Tom Prasch 

(History) and Matt Nyquist (Mass Media). Things to 
Come, written by H.G. Wells, is a 1936 movie that 
questions whether civilization itself is sustainable.

• Laura Murphy (Anthropology), coordinated a virtual 
WUmester panel dicussion with Environment Mis-
souri called “A Tale of Two Cities: Urban Sustain-
ability in the Heartland.” Click this link to watch the 
recorded panel.

The WIFI Film Festival will run from Thursday, April 
22 to Saturday, April 24, 2020 and will feature films by 
amateur and professional filmmakers from around the 
world. The festival will be online and free to attend. 

The festival will also include free panels, artist talks, 
and workshops. The workshops are free to attend, but 
registration is required. 

 

Find a full list of topics and registration  
information at washburn.edu/wifi/education. 

http://Facebook.com/WashburnCAS
http://WashburnCAS.EventBrite.com
http://washburn.edu/summercas
http://gofundme.com/f/so-310-diaper-drive 
http://gofundme.com/f/so-310-diaper-drive 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7Wn3jmCVpUOWbSvHjAvQBnxl06I7pZVKmtVqW3sHEaJUQU9MWUI2STNUSUtEVFUwSjE3UEo3NzNVSy4u&wdLOR=cAE4BE8A4-517B-F347-93EC-0F8861A77E1F
http://washburn.edu/wumester 
https://www.washburn.edu/academics/WUmester/_documents/AllEvent2021.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/EnvironmentMissouri/videos/783771415601491
http://washburn.edu/wifi/education


Follow the College: 
Facebook.com/WashburnCAS   |   WashburnCAS.EventBrite.com

Faculty and Student Successes
WU Debate:
•     The Washburn Debate team attended the Grand 
Prix Nationals tournament of the NFA Lincoln Doug-
las 2020-2021 season and placed second overall in 
team sweeps. Team sweeps measures the strength of 
a team’s depth of skill, so this is a remarkable accom-
plishment given how young the team is. Competing 
students were: Emily Unruh (sr), Zach Wallentine (jr) 
Jenna Gorton (so), Carlos Cedillo-Silva (so), Chloe 
Chaffin (fr), Ammeriahya Gonzalez (fr.), Logan Michael 
(fr), Daniel Archer (fr), Madison Suggs (fr). 
•     In mid-April, WU Debate will compete at the NFA 
LD Nationals tournament. Students must qualify to 
attend, and qualifications are based on tournament 
performance throughout the entire season. All nine 
Washburn students qualified this year, which is almost 
unheard of with five freshmen on the team and only one 
senior. The future of WU Debate is bright!
•     Many thanks to the following WU Debate alum-
ni who helped coach and prep the debaters: Quintin 
Brown, Aly Fiebrantz, Ryan Kelly, and Ian Mikkelsen, 
and to non-alumni judges and coaches: Shree Awsare, 
Phillip Samuels, and Martin Harris.

Washburn University Debate Team, via Zoom

WU Mock Trial:
•     In late February, the “Trialin’ Bods” Mock Trial 
team competed at the American Mock Trial Association 
Regional Tournament held virtually over Zoom. The 
Washburn team placed seventh overall, securing mem-
bers a bid to the Open Round Championships, which 
is the first round of the national tournament. This team 
includes Mika Schmelzle and Mya Siffring (co-captains), 
Wyatt Carter, Alicia Hay, Luca Petrie, Emma Platt, and 
Caleb Soliday. Additionally, some team members also 
won individual awards.
•     The second Washburn team also performed well 
over the regional weekend, splitting ballots with teams 
such as Purdue University. This team includes Olivia 
Higdon and Emilee Tobin (co-captains), Makaela Bucl, 
Brian Clavijo, Nicole Engelken, Sierra Jeter, Katie John-
son, and Jakob Weber.
•     The teams are coached this year by adjunct and 
alumni Danielle Hall and Washburn School of Law 
student Michaela Webb. Special thanks to Washburn 
Trial Alumni Jay Hall, Cleotha Daniels, and Bradford 
DeYoung for helping prep the team before the competi-
tion.

APRIL  16 , 2021

Registration is now open 
and closes on 
March 29, 2021

A Virtual event that 
showcases the research, 
scholarship, creativity, and 
community engagement of 
Washburn students in a 
professional setting. 

For more information visit 
washburn.edu/apeiron
Email:
courtney.sullivan@washburn.edu
Phone: 785.670.2016

Apeiron is April 16 and will be 
virtual. For up-to-date information 

about Apeiron events, visit: 
washburn.edu/apeiron.
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Faculty and Student Successes In Memoriam

Congratulations to the CAS majors who earned spots on 
this year’s WU’s Who! You can watch the ceremony  on 

YouTube: WU’s Who Spring 2021 Ceremony.

Political Science:
•     Emily Unruh, a Political Science major who grad-
uates in May, has been offered a full-time job in the 
Governor’s Office after graduation. Along with two other 
Washburn student interns, Emily was the first person to 
work in the Governor’s COVID Recovery Office in early 
fall of 2020, which was even before staff had returned. 
She has remained working there since then. Dr. Lyle Baker, Education and  

Mathematics and Statistics
Dr. Baker taught in the departments 
of Education and Mathematics and 
Statistics and passed away on March 
24, 2021. He was described by a  
colleague as “talented scientist and 
truly exceptional educator.”

Dr. Steve Cann, Political Science
Dr. Cann, Professor Emeritus of Po-
litical Science, passed away on March 
18, 2021. Dr. Beatty, Chair, described 
Dr. Cann as one of the best advisors 
in the university, and said he was so 
beloved by his students that in 2017  
a group of them started a scholarship 

Dr. Thompson taught in the Wash-
burn department of mathematics 
and statistics from 1967 to 1989. A 
former colleague remembered him 
as “one of those rare individuals who 
was very proficient in a wide range of 

Dr. Robert “Bob” Thompson,  
Mathematics and Statistics

The College is saddened by the recent passings of three 
beloved colleagues from the departments of Education, 

Political Science, and Mathematics and Statistics.  
Please see below for information regarding donations 

and honorariums.

•     Dr. Alexandra Klales and colleagues published the 
article “Examining the reliability of morphological traits 
for sex estimation: Implications for the Walker (2008) 
and Klales et al. (2012) methods” in Forensic Anthropol-
ogy. Anthropology alum Mackenzie Walls is a co-author 
on the paper and worked on the U.S. National Institute 
of Justice grant that funded this research.
•     Dr. Ashley Maxwell and Dr. Alexandra Klales, along 
with anthropology student Brailey Moeder, presented 
“Utility of the sacrum for sex estimation” at the 73rd 
annual meeting of the American Academy of Forensic 
Science's virtual conference.
•     Dr. Lindsey Ibañez published the article “Job refer-
rals in the Global South” in a special issue of Contexts.
•     Dr. Lindsey Ibañez was part of the scholarly panel 
“Varieties of care work under persistent gender inequali-
ties: Exploring national differences” at the International 
Sociological Association (ISA) conference. 

Sociology & Anthropology:

Memorial contributions may be made to First Lutheran 
Church, 1234 SW Fairlawn Road, Topeka, KS, 66604 or 
Washburn University Alumni Foundation, departments 
of education or mathematics and statistics, 1729 SW 
MacVicar Ave, Topeka, KS 66604.

in his name. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that dona-
tions be made to the American Civil Liberties Union.

areas besides mathematics, such as carpentry, real estate, 
and stocks.” Memorial contributions may be made in his 
name to Sterling College, 125 W Cooper, Sterling, KS 
67579.

Game Design:
•     Student Brent Ferguson collaborated on the music 
and sound effects for the game Time to Slime, which was 
released March 2 and is available on Google Play.
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