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   Karl Klein, the long-time regional director of the Washburn 
University Kansas Small Business Development Center (WUKSBDC), 
retired in June. He had served the Topeka community in that role for 
just shy of 13 years.
   Klein began his Washburn 
career in 2009, advising at the 
Washburn University SBDC 
Outreach Center in Manhattan, 
Kansas. Before arriving at 
Washburn, he owned and 
operated hardline retail stores, 
selling and servicing a wide 
variety of products in western 
Kansas. 
   Since his retirement, Klein 
continues to serve the Topeka 
community and region; he has 
been working as a contract 
advisor, assisting the Kansas 
SBDC at both Washburn 
University and Emporia State 
University. Klein is a certified exit planning advisor and valuation 
analyst; he primarily assists with business transitions and estimating 
business value. 

   Nadia Arbelo joined the WUKSBDC as a business advisor in 
January 2022, was promoted to assistant director in October 2022 
and took over as interim regional director after Klein's retirement in 
June. She says she's excited about the collaboration and synergy this 
opportunity brings. 
   In September, Arbelo was awarded the Kansas State Star Award at 
the annual America's SBDC conference in Nashville, Tennessee. She 

brings a broad international 
consulting and educational 
background to the position. 
As an entrepreneur, she has 
owned and operated several 
small businesses, from 
computing to art and interior 
design. As a consultant and 
civic organization volunteer, 
she helped develop college 
mentoring programs for 
female STEM students 
and minority male student 
advancement and continues to 
do consulting in cultural and 
minority community business 
development. In her current 
role, she continues to provide 

small business advising and resources to the region.
   Arbelo holds a Bachelor of Arts from Boise State and a Masters of 
Education from the University of Gloucestershire, U.K. She entered 
the Ph.D. program at the University of Primorska, Slovenia, the E.U.'s 
only Ph.D. program in Philosophy and Theory of Visual Culture. 
She is focusing her research on gender equity and female identity in 
public space and is currently working to complete her dissertation.
   As interim director for the WUKSBDC, Arbelo believes that 
supporting lifelong learning helps develop innovation and the 
entrepreneurial spirit. She sees her role in cooperation with affiliate 
organizations to encourage and support small businesses, put ideas 
into practice and engage in the economic vitality of businesses in the 
region and beyond. 
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Every Spring, we open applications for 
the annual Student Business Accelerator 
Fund, a program designed to create and 
advance a culture of entrepreneurship 
by supporting student startup ventures. 
Students are encouraged to develop new 
ideas and ventures and the School of 
Business provides funding awards to assist 
with development and startup costs. SBAF 
is supported by generous alumni who 
believe strongly in supporting our students 
and their entrepreneurial dreams.
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FACULTY & STAFF ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Joyce scheck
User Services Administrator
Joyce Scheck (BPA '93) joined the School 
of Business staff  in November 2022. She 
provides technology support for the 
School, ensuring that the many systems, 
soft ware and hardware used for teaching, 
learning and research are functioning 
properly. Prior to joining the School, 
Sheck was the Application Systems 
Administrator for Washburn ITS.

MICHAEL AUSTIN
Lecturer
Michael Austin (BBA '12) recently joined 
the School as a Lecturer in Economics. 
Previously, Austin was the chief economist 
for two Kansas governors and the Director 
of Fiscal Policy at the Kansas Policy 
Institute. Currently, he is the legislative 
director at Americans for Prosperity 
Kansas and president of Knowledge and 
Decisions Economic Consulting.

akhadian harnowo
Associate Professor of Management
Dr. Akhadian Harnowo was promoted to 
Associate Professor with tenure. He has 
been teaching at Washburn for eight years. 
Harnowo says one of his favorite parts 
of teaching is witnessing the growth and 
development of his students. "Watching 
them gain confi dence in their abilities and 
get comfortable with their skills is truly 
rewarding," he said.

PAMELA SCHMIDT
Dibble Professor of Accounting
Dr. Pamela Schmidt was promoted to 
Professor. “I enjoy seeing when a student 
discovers something new or accomplishes 
a diffi  cult task. Th eir eyes light up and it 
is clear that they have found something 
interesting or fulfi lling. When their 
curiosity is naturally piqued, students 
become motivated to continue learning on 
their own," she said.

manaf sellak
Assistant Professor of Economics
Dr. Manaf Sellak was awarded the 2022 
Dicus Excellence in Teaching Award, 
which is selected by students. Students 
shared that he is very caring and a great 
communicator. "He's an outstanding 
professor who always goes above and 
beyond to help his students, and his 
teaching strategies make the material easy 
to understand," one student said.

NORMA JUMA
Brenneman Professor of Management
Dr. Norma Juma was awarded the 2023 Kaw 
Valley Bank Award for Research Excellence. 
In the last fi ve years, she has made multiple 
conference presentations and published 
nine peer-reviewed journal articles, many 
of which were published in top-ranked 
journals. Her research topics include 
corporate responsibility, business ethics and 
sustainable entrepreneurship.
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