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1. The Brenneman School of
Business inspires students to lead
with purpose.

In high school, | balanced multiple
jobs, active involvement in several
clubs, volunteer commitments

and a full academic load. | carried
that same drive into college, but
Washburn encouraged me to reflect
on why | was pushing myself so hard.
Through engaging coursework and
supportive mentorship, | discovered
how my skills and passions could
shape a meaningful and rewarding
career. My mentors didn’t just guide
me academically; they challenged
me to think more broadly and
expand my knowledge base, which
inspired me to take on triple-majors
and graduate early.

2. Time is an invaluable resource
that you must learn to manage.
At Washburn, | learned the
importance of embracing the
present moment. Managing multiple
commitments at once made it clear
to me that time is one of the most
valuable and limited resources we
have. Brenneman Business showed
me how to dedicate my energy
towards what truly matters by
aligning my efforts with my values

and goals for my professional future.
| learned not just to manage my time,
but to take control of it by organizing
my daily schedule with intention,
minimizing procrastination and
dedicating time to both my personal
and academic success.

3. Washburn provides a
supportive culture, which
encourages students to seek help.
Raised within an independent
mindset, | always saw asking for
help as a last resort, My mentality
shifted after meeting the Brenneman
Business faculty. | realized that the
professors at Washburn aren’t just
instructors; they’re mentors who
genuinely care and are deeply
invested in student success. They
create an environment where it is
safe to ask questions, make mistakes
and grow. That level of support
helped me realize that real growth

is often rooted in the willingness to
lean on others who are invested in
your success.

4. The true measure of character is
how you show up when no one is
watching.

Although it's easy to show up when
there is recognition involved, my
true growth as a person came from

Ashley Dreher is a junior from
Topeka, Kansas, triple-majoring
in Finance, Management and
Marketing. She was awarded
the 2025 James D. Pollak
Memorial Scholarship, the only
"full ride” Brenneman Business
scholarship.

the quiet, unseen moments. All of
the late nights studying, extra work
shifts and small daily choices | made
developed the habits and mindset
that prepared me for success beyond
the classroom. Ultimately, no one is
entitled to success — true progress
only comes to those who are willing
to putin the work every day.

5. Washburn invests in student
success by opening doors beyond
the classroom.

Thanks to the generous scholarship
support from donors, I've been

able to take advantage of valuable
opportunities that have enriched

my college experience. These
scholarships relieved the financial
burden, giving me the incredible
opportunity to complete my

degree and take the next step
toward my career. Furthermore,
Washburn has played a vital role

in my college career by providing
access to guest speakers, workshops
and networking events that have
helped me form new professional
connections and develop real-world
skills. I'm incredibly grateful for the
support of the Brenneman School of
Business and the significant impact it
has had on my college journey.
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My favorite class has been ‘ My favorite Business class D
Strategic Management with ACCOUNTING N has been Data Discovery ATA ANALYT] Cs A
Dr. Juma. I really enjoyed the and Management with Dr.
course simulation; it felt like we put all \ Harnowo. The hands-on exe \
of our underlying knowledge from previous course during lectures and final prq
see the full flow of business and business decisions. learning and helped me gai
What is your dream job? ways that are applicable to nf
My dream job is to eventually open my own firm v What is your dream job?
financial advisory services. I feel like there is a lot o My dream job is to work as {
and savings that are left in the table by the average aneecalaccessby b
like to help people make the most of their money.
(IO phw o RN
S e P &
v » ﬂ
YOI
Omaha, Nebraska
What has been your fa
Business class so far? Business class so far? ‘w
‘ My favorite class so far has "y T My favorite so far was \
is been Entrepreneurship, REPRENEURSHIP A Production and Operations “ FINANCE A

thing ) Creativity and Innovation with Management with Dr.
it’s what Dr. Price. This class was interactive, \ Harnowo. His classes are hig
) challenged me creatively and gave me insight and e interactive and he is hands-g
) real-world scenarios. What is your dream job?
Pe to get paid just for thinking. Imagine sitting What is your dream job? My dream role would include a combination of numerical analysis
Analylics, EConomics, Entrepreneursnip on a couch, reflecting on an open problem in math or economics, and My dream job is to be a serial entrepreneur. I enjoy and data compilation, active engagement, client/customer interaction,
and Innovation, Finance, International suddenly a groundbreaking idea strikes. I jot it down, the world goes building something new and turning ideas into busi and opportumtles for creativity — whether through hands-on work
wild and I get paid millions for it! able to focus on opportunities that excite me and creatd and cbedulog T have always been most interested in

Business, Management and Marketing. believe in.  and beverage, travel and sports industries.

The awards acknowledge students

who best represent the School’s core

yalues:— honesty, trus.t, f::mness, respect, Ji | ) _ | N! J ’rm D
integrity and responsibility.

These awards are determined by the

Brenneman School of Business Student

Affairs Committee, consisting of: Amber i

Ybarra, Rick LeJuerrne, Dr. David Price, What ha

Dr. R Walker, Dr. Barb Bt . 18 : Business class so far? § T
f. rosemary vYalker, Lr. barbara My favorite chss SO hr was My favorite Business class My favorite Business class so ‘ |

r
Scofield and Dr. Liviu Florea. Found ations of Data Analysis so far has been Legal | MANAGEMENT far was Consumer Behavior ‘ MARKET]NG
with Dr. Hoover King. The - ¥ Environment of Business with ) with Dr. Price. I liked that I got
skills I gained were incredibly useful in Professor LeJuerrne. He made the ‘ the chance to examine.a real business's
my summer internship and helped me become more of an asset. class exciting with little skits about real world cases and I found clientele and use psycholegical and sociological theories to
What is your dream job? learning about the history of landmark cases extremely interesting. understand why people buy-certain products.

My dream job would allow me to build strong global partnerships and What is your dream job? What is your dream job?
travel regularly. Whether that’s in international business development, My dream job would be a job that I can not only enjoy myself but also to My dream job is to manage a curated vintage clothing/coffee shop, but

partnership coordination or a support role that helps sales teams succeed enjoy the company of my coworkers. I would like to build camaraderie more specifically be the creative director of all the marketing, design,
behind the scenes. I love connecting with people from different cultures with them and still be able to do my job to my highest ability. and social media aspects. I've worked in coffee for almost three years and
and contributing to global growth through collaboration. really enjoy the artistry of it and how it brings a community together.
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Rebekah MclIntosh & Nick Petrella
took second prize and $5,000

for their idea of EmpowerEd, an
organization to provide job training
and placement for individuals with
disabilities.

Chris Paez, Matisse
Von Steenbergen &
Sophia Calderon came
in third with Pathway
to Prosperity, a job
placement program for
formerly incarcerated
individuals, with a
$4,000 prize.

Emily Harmon won first prize and
$7,000 for her presentation of Pocket
Keys, her trumpet-inspired fidget toy.

Kody Nicklin won fourth place and
a $3,000 prize for Mobile Hope, his
idea to build tiny homes for people
recovering from natural disasters.
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ABWA, CAREER CHAPTER
Maya Pattison

ABWA, EXECUTIVE
CHAPTER
Rylee Ismert

DONALD ALLEN &
ELIZABETH CHUBB
MEMORIAL

Ella Day

AMERICAN HOME LIFE
INSURANCE COMPANY
Keenan Schartz

AMERICAN LEGION
AUXILIARY CAPITOL UNIT
Melasny Rodriguez

ASSOC. OF GOV.
ACCOUNTANTS, TOPEKA
CHAPTER

John Keller

PROF. GARY BAKER
FINANCE & ECONOMICS
Kale Hammerschmidt

RUTH BALDWIN
Verity Helt

JERRY & BETTY BANAKA
Robert Potter

CHARLES B. & FLORENCE
B. BEEKS
Lauren Myers

BERBERICH TRAHAN &
CO.

Austin Broadie

Ian Luce

BILLIE JEAN BERGMANN
Declan Battle

WILLIAM ). MCNEIVE &
ROBERT J. BERNICA
Jacob Anderson

Abigail Stephenson
Nicholas Strachan

PENN B. BLAIR
MEMORIAL
Stuti Ghimire
Maya Pattison

@ The Bizbad

ED BOZARTH
CHEVROLET
Natalie Jones

BEULAH GIDEON JOY
FOUNDATION
Matthew Barta

EDWARD ]. BURDIEK
OPPORTUNITY
Reese Tanking

C.B. CAMPBELL
Sean Kingston

MAXL. CAMPBELL
FAMILY MEMORIAL
Kaden Ballard

MICHAEL ). CARTER
Natalie Jones

ANDERSON CHANDLER
Jack Bachelor

Anushma Dahal

Connor Flaherty

Seth Hoskinson

Adrian Lehman

Jose Tarango

RANDY & DEBRA
CLAYTON FINANCE
Jackson Froehlich

LAURANNA RUSSELL
CLOTHIER MEMORIAL
Emma Trejo

JAYNE L. COLEMAN
Kaden Fleming

COMMUNITY FINANCIAL
SERIES
Kingston Leonard

GENE & KAREN
CULLINANE
Nicholas Hogan

THELMA ANN DAVIDSON
MEMORIAL

Mina Alrawi

Charlotte Bair

Kaden Ballard

Lauden Barrett

Konnor Becker

Gage Depee

Jacob Grimm

Joshua Grimm
Brock Howard
Jaxon Hunnicutt
Rylee Ismert
Charles Jackson
Laird Jones
Owen Laessig
Kingston Leonard
Logan Madden
Wyatt Morwood
Blake Recinos
Palashu Shrestha

W. LAIRD DEAN
Morgan Stous

HAROLD L. DICK
Blake Recinos

DOGOOD
Rajdeep Sah

DOUTHETT & CO. CPA
ACCOUNTING
John Sullivan

ROBERT E. DUFFENS
FAMILY

Tanner McMillan
Guilherme Puerta
Keegan Sharp

GARY & MARY
EISENBARTH
Paty Acosta Salas
Toby Bentley
Drew Buchman
Misha Coleman
Ryan Graves
Elias Junod

Cash Kondovski
Alexander Michiels
Parker Otte

Lilly Ruiz-Pineda
Jenisha Thapa

MIKE & KAREN ELPERS
ACCOUNTING

Gavan Bergman
Connor Gellender
Emma Trejo

TIMOTHY ETZEL &
CAROLE BLOOMFIELD
ETZEL

Cheyenne Hittle

FALK ACCOUNTING
Shelby Elskamp

SHELDON & WILMA
FLOWERS

Karly Neufeld
Brayden Peek

LLOYD H. & NETTIE
BLANCHE GIDEON
Alec Strickert

JOSEPHE. & GLADYS
A. GIGOUS

Jaden Abongo

Nelly Alcantara
Jackson Beightel
Jackson Froehlich
Willow Gideon
Stephanie Granada Arriola
Joshua Green
Andrew O'Doherty
Parker Otte

Katie Patterson
Roshankumar Sah

Jayden Strawn

HELEN & HUBERT GISH
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Jalen Massey

PAUL & PAULINE GIVENS
Anushma Dahal

JOHN & HARRIET GREEN
Jose Tarango

ROBERTL. & LOU
NELL GUSTAVSON
Nathan Gomez
Emma Trejo

ESTHER HANCUFF
Nora Krehbiel
Melasny Rodriguez

DARVIN C. HAWLEY
INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS

Ava Bloyd

GARY & REBECCA
HEIDRICK
Brooklyne Baird
Kyler Gronewaller

HOWARD HILDENBRAND
Sydney Achilles

Arpan Adhikari
Markus Hamre

Keller Hurla

Tyra Jackson

Cloie Jansky

Alexa Kaufman

Jacob Kolich

Katie Macias Camargo
Brody Meyer

Melayna Murphy
Julianna Reynoldson
Chad Robert

Luis Rodriguez

Rylie Rumsey

Archi Sah

Ranju Shrestha

LARRY L. & LUCILLE L.
HINDERLITER
Camryn Lubin

Dariel Marquez
Bethany Merrick
Mason Rohr
Kariena Therland
Emma Trejo

ANGELAV. HOLLIDAY &
LLOYD W. JONES
Kaydence Butler
Micaela Chavez
Yukesh Gautam
Isaac Hickman
Yuto Miyagawa
Zion Phelps-Roper
Kristen Rezac
Tyler Salmon
Andrew Schiefelbein
Mackenzie Schmidt
Sapnish Sharma
Keegan Sharp
Brayden Shorter
Smera Shrestha
Gavin Siegfried
Joshua Sitcler
Pranisha Subedi
Haven Swift
Jenisha Thapa
Harrison Thornton
Nolan Tremblay
Alejandra Valera
Lopez-Pintor
Dacey Vanderbilt
Renata Viveros Garcia
de Zuniga
Kyle Wagoner
Kade Walker
Claire Waner
Ty Weber
Trey West
Emma Wheeler
Max Whitham
Megan Wood
Erich Woodruff

Trenten Zimbelman

ROBERT N. HOLMES
Puja Shrestha

CHARLES I. & WILMA P.
HUMMERT

Mia Anthony

Ella Day

Caylee Douglas

John Keller

Tegan Killman

Jayden Norman

Dianey Salinas

HUTCHINS FAMILY
Maddie Hoy

INDEPENDENT
INSURANCE AGENTS OF
TOPEKA, INC

Zachary Weir

IIA, TOPEKA CHAPTER
Carson Faurot

INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS

Pau Borillo Febrer
Cade Boswell
Joshua Hopkins

WILLIAM A. "COCKY"
IRWIN ECONOMICS
Anuska Khatiwada

GERALD & GAYLE ISAAC
Sophie Grover

HAL JENSEN LEADERSHIP
Kali Henry

KANSAS SOCIETY OF
CPAS

Micaela Chavez
Braden Colley

Staven Cottrell
Lauren Hulshof
Ishaan Patel

CHARLEY & MARTHA
KELLY MEMORIAL
Andrea Lara-Valencia

JOHN F. KILMARTIN, JR.
BUSINESS LEADER
Tyler Heavner

TERRY J. & JUDY L. KIMES
Jayden Norman

CLARENCE W. KING
Gavin Wilhelm

THOMASL. & JANETT
MILLER KING
Caylee Douglas

DAVID N. LIEBERMAN
Zachary Weir

DAVID BRIAN LITTLE
Tegan Killman

JOE LOVEWELL
ECONOMICS
Alison Hill

JIM & KATHY MAAG
Mason Fair
Kaden Fleming

DALE C. MARCOUX
Anson Appelhanz
Costanza Armadans
Garcia de Zuniga
Jenni Armstrong
Nicolette Austin
Gloria Ball

Lauden Barrett
Trenton Barry
Logan Bartlett
Rebecca Bearman
Konnor Becker
Camryn Bloom

Tyler Bolt

Judah Bowell
Maddisan Bowleg
Zachary Boyden
Taylor Broxterman
Jonathan Brunkow
Ethan Burgess
Brady Christiansen
Dillon Claussen
Jake Conley

Chase David
Kaleb Dewey
Elijah Dozier
Genevieve Elliott
Wade Enman

Kali Henry

Mark Hoffman
Brock Howard
Ethan Junod

Trey Kates
Nicholas Lloyd
Ashlyn Logan
Brian Wamsher
Easton Wasinger

TERRY & PHYLLIS
MARSHALL
Rowan Kelpin

MIZE CPAS
Verity Helt

VIRLEEN K. & FRED O.
MORNS, JR.
Cash Kondovski

CLEORA NEMEC
Iryna Bondar
Isabelle Booth
Blake Buessing
Caden Caplinger
Staven Corttrell
Branton DeWeese
Graham Faris
Jessica Filkin
Sean Kingston
Ashlyn Logan
Joshua Marshall
Anthony Wenson

FRED & PAM PALENSKE
Kylie Weir

PAYLESS SHOE SOURCE/
MAY DEPARTMENT
STORES

Katherine Borough

JAMES DAVID POLLAK
MEMORIAL
Ashley Dreher

DALE & SUSAN POND
Mia Jones
Jayden Strawn

LOUIS & RUTHANN
POZEZ

Mia Anthony

Sujane Singh Maharjan

PROFESSIONAL
ADVERTISING CLUB OF
TOPEKA

Andrea Lara-Valencia

CLARA B. RIEDEL
Madelyn Amekporfor-
Sadler

MALCOLM & KAREN
ROBINSON
Amaya Linwood

HAROLD & MARRION
ROLLEY
Jacob Fratzel

VIRGINIA CURRIER ROSS
Brenda Andrade

JOHN & LINDA RUNYAN
Amos Hanna

MAYO M. SCHMIDT
Brody Hayes

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
GENERAL SCHOLARSHIP
Jamari Andrews
Mohammad Asfaque
Luiz Breda

Martha Chona Bernal
Braden Colley

Staven Cottrell

Jessica Filkin

Devin Fritzsch

Kiran Ghale

Kyler Gronewaller
Lauren Hulshof

Cash Jay

Alexa Kaufman

Isaiah Kincade

Kristin Ng

Supreme Parajuli
Ruksha Shrestha
Shubham Shrestha
Sifali Shrestha

Avery Stithem

Sloan Stockton

Daniela Tijaro Quesada
Chloe Traffas

Dacey Vanderbilt
Kyren Waggoner
Anthony Wenson

CHESTER L. SEELEY
Brenda Andrade
Mohammad Asfaque
Joseph Davis
Landen Lawson
Connor Ockree
Murilo Puerta

2025-2026 SCHOLARSHIPS

ARTHURL. SHULTZ
Stone Chism
Jordan Dale
Tucker Groh

Troy Heiman
James Hill
Amankumar Jha
Jackson Morris
Andrew O'Doherty
Ishaan Patel

Robert Potter
Jacob Risberg

Luke Sahrmann
Keenan Schartz
Mason Sheldon
Puja Shrestha
Gabriel Spiess
Ujesh Subedi

Shaye Taylor

RAY SIEHNDEL
Walker Beier
Jaren Heim

MARGUERITE E. SMITH
Marshall Gibson

RONALD J. & JAMES F.
SNYDER

Gracyn Dorzweiler
Ashley Dreher

Ivalea Tien

DAVID & TRICIA SOLLARS
Ryne Jensen

SPANGLER FAMILY
Ava Bloyd

DONALD A. STARK
Ashlyn Logan

Beau Neuburger
Samuel Van Dyne

STAN STAUFFER YELLOW
FREIGHT
Sophia Cavanaugh

RAYMOND A. STEWART,
JR. & JANICE D. STEWART
Rajeshwori Malla

Caleb Mann

Nicholas Strachan

STREITLINE
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Sydney Achilles
Devin Fritzsch

TIM & CHERIE STUEVE
ACCOUNTING
Avalok Bhattachan

Gavan Bergman
Kylie Davis

Abigail Fox

Larresa Kelpin

Tess Patterson
Emily Reb

Rebecca Sandstrom
Anna Shay

Ellie Stember

FRANK SULLIVAN
Kristin Ng

TOPEKA INSURANCE
PROFESSIONALS
Jessica Filkin

Rachael Folorunsho

JEFF UNGERER
Julean McGregor
Ansley Moellering

WALTERL. & MARGARET
H. VAN VLECK FAMILY
Declan Battle

Jacob Fratzel

Olivia Frederick

John Heim

Cheyenne Hittle

Rymma Kandybka

Drew Morgan

Cezanne Peirce

ISAAC ). VERNON
Marshall Gibson
Salina Giri

Zuri Glenn

Brody Hayes
Claire Jobbins
Evan Scheid

Kylie Weir

RICHARD G. VOGEL
Gavan Bergman

VIRGINIA H. WILBERT
Alison Hill

W. GLEN WINCHELL
Abbie Flentie

DONALD C. WRIGHT
Kathleen Dolan

MARK & SHEREE
YARDLEY
Zachary Vandervoort

Thanks to the generosity of many alumni, community
leaders and organizations, the Brenneman School of Business

WASHBURN,

awarded more than $522,606 in scholarships to more than 250

incoming and current business students.
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NATALIE THIBAULT TALKS
TALENT & LEADERSHIP

Last fall, Bizbods got an insider’s
look at life as an Amazon executive
when Natalie Thibault (BBA '08)
visited campus as part of the
Ichabods of Industry lecture series.
Thibault, now a senior talent
development business partner, led
a lively classroom discussion full of
stories, lessons and life advice for
aspiring leaders.

Thibault shared her Amazon
journey from operations and
distribution roles to mentoring
leaders across the globe, including
leading teams internationally. She
emphasized that adaptability is key
in any career — learning to pivot
when things change and seeing
challenges as opportunities grow.
“Talent is like a supply chain,”
she told students, explaining how
she helps employees develop the
skills and experiences they need to
succeed in new roles.

“You have to be comfortable
with mistakes — both yours and the
people you lead — because that’s
where real learning happens,” she
added.

Students got a peek behind the

curtain at Amazon’s culture of
innovation, leadership principles
and strategic thinking. Thibault
highlighted practical ways to
scale oneself: building strong
teams, creating processes and
mentoring others to maximize
team performance. She also shared
insights on balancing work and life
while staying driven in fast-paced
environments, including routines
she developed abroad that helped
her maintain focus and energy.
Thibault’s visit was much more
than just a lecture; it was an
interactive conversation where
students could ask questions
and hear firsthand how a global
company develops talent and
tackles challenges. Students
left with concrete strategies for
navigating their own careers,
from developing new skills and
mentoring peers, to staying flexible
when priorities shift. It was a
session grounded in real-world
experience, giving students a clearer
sense of what it takes to succeed ion
dynamic, complex workplaces.

wa Me&
@ Prenneman
Bwsuww

Josh
Wisenbaker

Lecturer of
Accounting

Before coming to Washburn,
Wisenbaker worked as a financial
accountant for the City of
Lawrence. Prior to that, he worked
for Wendling, Noe, Nelson &
Johnson LLC, a Topeka CPA firm.

Dr. llyas
Ustun

Assistant
Professor of
Data Analytics

Previously, Ustun served as
Depaul University's Director of
Data Science. He earned his

Ph.D. in modeling, simulation and
visualization engineering from Old
Dominion University.

Dr. Al Frost

Lecturer of
Management

Over his 30-year career, Frost

has worked with companies like
Anheuser-Busch, Delta Airlines,
Home Depot and Motorola, in
mainly human resources and
organizational development roles.
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DONOR HONOR ROLL

The Brenneman School of Business and the Washburn University
Alumni Association and Foundation extend our heartfelt thanks to
all of our donors — every gift makes a difference for our students.

BELL TOWER LUMINARIES

$100,000 +

Advisors Excel, LLC

David ('98) & Karlun Callanan

Michael ('80) & Karen Elpers

Cody ('99) & Jennifer ('98) Foster

Steve (H'05, '70) & Brenda ('95) Kitchen
Bill (H'19, '74) & Malinda Malloy
Security Benefit

Gerd Smith ('56)

Lance ('93) & Vicky Sparks

BELL TOWER CHAMPIONS
$50,000 - $99,999

Jack* (H'00) Dicus

Dave ('74) & Jane Roberts

Mark (H'22, '77) & Sheree Yardley

BELL TOWER DIGNITARIES
$25,000 - $49,999

Gary ('69) & Mary Eisenbarth

Joe ('78) & Gladys Gigous

GO Topeka

John (H'18) & Barbara ('85) Stauffer
Topeka Community Foundation

Bill & Joan Wagnon

BELL TOWER VISIONARIES
$10,000 - $24,999

Dick (H'94, '66) & Trish Davidson
Mark ('70) & Gloria ('68) Desch
Gilbert (H'21, '70) & Ann Galle
Albert ('85) & Ann ('85) Hoelting
Lonnie Hossfeld ('80)

Dan ('78) & Susie ('78) Hutchins
Kansas Heritage Foundation

Kaw Valley Bank

Donn ('71) & Janet ('72) Land
Jim* (H'04, '61) & Kathy ('64) Maag
Fred ('88, '82) & Pam Palenske
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Roger ('70) & Terri Stover

Becky ('83) & Joe Tongish

Patricia Wangeman

BELL TOWER LEADERS

$5,000 - $9,999

Keenan ('82) & Lisa Buoy

Dan & Gayla Carney

Scot ('85) & Anna Ferrell

Brian Haug ('09)

Kansas Insurance & Financial Services
Education Foundation

Educational Foundation of the Kansas Society
of CPAs

Terry ('63) & Phyllis Marshall

Judith Peletz

John ('70) & Teresa Stambaugh

Union Pacific Corporation

Rich ('99) & Mandi ('09) Wells

BELL TOWER AMBASSADORS

$2,500 - $4,999

Tim ('79, '75) & Margaret ('72) Carkhuff
John & Pat Dickinson

Beth (H'14) & Duane Fager

Mark (H'01, '77, '74) & Lisa ('84) Heitz
Ione Humphrey

Gerald ('67) & Gayle Isaac

Gail ('79) & David McRorie

Austin ('64) & Marianna ('81, '74) Nothern
Chris ('86) & Connie ('86) O'Neill

Nancy ('76) & Howard Paul

Mal ('71) & Karen Robinson

Randy Scheer ('81) & Hillary Kaplan

Mayo Schmidt (H'16, '80) & Zahra Al-harazi
Rebecca ('05) & Toby Stowe

John ('78, '73) & Teri (H'19, '78) Wood

BELL TOWER GUARDIANS
$1,000- $2,499

Paul ('68, '65) & Bert Artzer
Kent Becker ('83) & Rachel Miller
Bob Boncella

Susanne ('63) & Dale Bradley
Lance ('12) & Emma Cabhill
Randy ('88) & Debra Clayton
Nancy Cottril

Rod Dahl ('89)

Frederick Elder

Jerry & Susan (H'23) Farley
Liviu Florea

Ed (H'15, '70) & Julie ('90, '71) Glotzbach

Lou Nell Gustavson
Judy Hassler Hall ('65) & Doug Hall
The Halstead Bank

Rob & Marilyn Hull

Mike ('81) & Linda Johnston
Phil* ('64, '63) & Ernestine Jones
Robert & Joan Kerchner

Matt ('09) & Katie Koupal

Jim ('79) & Sandy ('80) Martin
Dawna ('89, '85) & Mark McCabe
James L. McCaffrey ('62)

Dee Ann Mclntyre ('73)

Earl & Molly McVicker

Dmitri Nizovtsev

Jere (H'10, '59) & Carol Noe
Marsha ('74) & Phil Oliver

Mary Roach

Deborah (H'12, '82) & Joe Rose
David & Tricia Sollars

Les & Susan Streit

Cherie ('88) & Tim Stueve
William Thompson ('75)

Richard ('87) & Nancy ('88) Vaughn
Gil ('65) & Joyce Viets

Karen ('74) & Roger Viola

Kevin ('91) & Wende Watt

W. Dan & Lynn Weaver

Marcy ('91, '84) & Rusty Weekley
Jackie & Fred Weissenburger

Glen Winchell ('68)

Brad ('78) & Kay Wright

BLUE & WHITE CLUB BENEFACTORS
$500 - $999

Gary ('79) & Carol Aragon

Larrie ('63) & Judy ('61) Bates
Branded Clothing Store

Jack ('70) & Jan Brier

J.O. ('75) & Pattie Brown

Jayme Burdiek ('16)

Joe ('69) & Christine ('68) Casper
John & Brenda Dicus

Drs. Ron ('61) & Norma Faust

Calla Haggard ('94, '88)

Dion Harnowo

Bernard Hickert

Marsh & McLennan Companies, Inc.
Thomas Millburn ('94)

Rodd & Elaine Miller

Louella Moore

Shaina Moravec ('24)

Brad ('80) & Cindy Owen

Dale Pennington

Mark ('83) & Julie ('83) Ross
Patty Stones

Roger ('70) & Joanie Underwood
Dale ('64) & Nancy Van Tilborg
Heather ('97) & Trent Wachsnicht

BLUE & WHITE CLUB PACESETTERS

$250 - $499

Bill & Becky Baker

Harold & Carol Benoit

Stephanie Bieker ('07)

Amy Bybee ('90)

Janine ('89) & Tad Christian

Teri & Ty Christian

Brian ('06, '03) & Brandi ('04) Clarke

Tom ('57) & Dr. Betty Davidson

Evergy

Dustin Hickel ('04) & Krystal Connell
Hickel ('06)

Paul ('75) & Jeanne (H'15, '80) Hoferer

Lee & Linda Hoffmann

Niki ('99) & Bill Johnson

Robert ('67) & Andra* Lampert

Brian Lutz ('87) & Laura Maag Lutz

John ('68) & Datlene Magnuson

Brad ('91) & Jennifer Martin

Lila McClaflin

Ross ('69) & Anita Miller

Monte & Jean Milstead

Lori Moser ('82)

Matthew O'Doherty

John Pollak

Blake Porter ('19, '16)

David ('93) & Darla ('93) Price

Max & Elaine Prosser

Don ('57) & Barbara ('57) Roehl

Scott Consulting LLC

Manaf Sellak

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Inc.

Vita Tucker ('86, '83)

Linda Tuller ('90)

Don ('73) & Pamela Walton

Ken ('64) & Sharon Waters

Krystal ('93) & Craig Watkins

Marlou Wegener

BLUE & WHITE CLUB INVESTORS
$100 - $249

Larry ('73) & Debbie Apel

Barbara ('68) & Kenneth Baldwin
Jerry ('80) & Betty Banaka

Faron ('03) & Ann ('01) Barr

Jane Bateman

Ken ('98) & Bridgett ('96, '94) Bates
Terry & Nancy Beeman

Jeff ('83) & Lisa ('89) Berke

Walter ('82) & Catharine ('83) Berry
Lea & Jerry Billinger

Jennifer & Levi Bixel

Robert ('58) & Betty Bliss

Jon ('61) & Peggy Boursaw

Marvin Bredehoft

Tim & Deborah Bredehoft

Judith Burgess

Paul Byrne & Mia Caviezel

Glenda Cafer ('83)

Brenda ('84) & Russell Carnes
Donald & Diane Catron

Janet ('76) & Don Chubb

Charley & Lynne Crabtree

Ginny Craig

Rebecca Crotty ('77) & Rich Bonebrake
Bill & Linda Curtis

Whitney ('87, '84) & Kathy Damron
Brian & Melinda Desch

Colleen Dickes

Marti Dittman ('78)

Thomas & Cynthia Enstrom

Penny Evans ('00)

Fortnightly Club

Pam Foster

Jerri ('89) & Timothy Freed

John & Trudy Fritch

Michael & Linda Gibson

Gary & Linda Gilbert

Jim Greenwood ('74) & Judi Lakin
Chris Guthrie

Gayla Guthrie

James Hanni ('74) & Victoria Durand ('75)
John & Deborah Harman

Elisabeth Heath ('08)

Tom & Mary Hickman

Susie Hoffmann ('87)

Billy Ibarra

Duane Johnson ('70)

Steven & Jeanette Johnson
Norma Juma

Kristi Keefer

Kathy Lange ('75)
William & Karen Latimer
Mike ('66) & Connie ('67) Laughon

Lon ('68) & Brenda Lawton

Rick ('91) & Martha LeJuerrne

Nancy ('90, '86) & Lon Lewis

Beverley Lutz ('96, '87)

Robin Smith* ('67) & Shirley Martin-Smith
Mike & Cindy Maude

Michael & Mary McCormick

Bill ('67) & Kathy ('68) McDonald

Larry Meeker ('67) & Sally Cook Roth
John & Rachel Miller

John ('84) & Rita Moyer

Terry Needham

John D. Pinegar ('82)

Valyne Pochop & Alan Stolfus

Marilee ('80) & Paul Richards

Bill Robbins

Phyllis Ruiz ('87) & Michael Ybarra

Dan ('98) & Mary Sanders

Pamela J. Schmidt

Lisa & Bruce Schriefer

Barbara & Robert Scofield

John Sexsmith

Martha Shaver

Trae Shelton ('20, '19)

Mary Shulez

Beverly Smith Billings

T.A. Stolfus

Kathleen Taylor

Mark & Tamara Taylor

Jeremy & Kathryn Thornton

Andy Tompkins

Ronald ('76) & Shirley Traxler

June Truan ('49)

Robert ('89) & Andrea Martin ('86) Trupp
Larry Turner ('66)

Warren-McElwain Mortuary

Constance ('81) & Edward Wiberg

Jan Wilson

David Woods (H'23, '65) & Ted Yungclas
Jim Wright ('82)

Abby Zimmerman ('16, '12)

* DECEASED
H = HONORARY

The Honor Roll of Donors recognizes people who made a gift to the Brenneman School of Business
in the fiscal year July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025. Call 785.670.4483 if you have any questions.




When Dennis Rodenbaugh (BBA '88)
walked into a Washburn classroom

in the 1980s, he never imagined he
would one day lead the second-
largest dairy company in the world.
Now president and CEO of Dairy
Farmers of America (DFA), a $24
billion cooperative with 81 plants and
19,000 employees, Rodenbaugh
returned to campus last fall as the
School of Business Alumni Fellow to
share his unconventional journey with
students.

Rodenbaugh admitted that his
college career didn't begin smoothly,
but he found his stride in the School of
Business where courses in economics
and finance fit how he was wired. That
turning point gave him the foundation
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that would carry
him through decades of
unexpected changes.

His career has been anything
but a straight line. After working
in investment banking, he moved
to western Kansas to help with his
father-in-law’s farm and began

managing dairies. There, he
faced crises that would test any
leader’s resolve. At one point,
he discovered millions of dollars
had been embezzled from a
family-run dairy and the bank
was ready to pull the plug on
the whole thing. Rather than
walk away, Rodenbaugh
convinced a room full of
skeptical bankers to double
the size of the operation,
betting everything he owned
on its survival.

Later, a catastrophic blizzard
killed more than a thousand

cows under his care, forcing him to
reevaluate his priorities and resilience.
These experiences shaped both
his character and his leadership
philosophy.

“I'have a really high need as an
individual for serving people around
me,” Rodenbaugh explained, noting
that service to others — not titles or
financial outcomes — has been his
deepest motivator.

That motivation drives his work at
DFA, a cooperative owned by 10,000
farmer-members and supplying
nearly one-third of the nation’s milk.
Since stepping into the CEO role in
2022, he has led efforts to modernize
operations, expand global reach and
innovate with new products.

Just as important, he has transformed
the organizations culture from

what he described as a fear-
driven environment to one where
collaboration and empowerment
guide decision-making.

Central to his approach is what
he calls “intuitive management.”
Rather than relying solely on data
or rigid processes, Rodenbaugh
seeks to understand people and
business dynamics on a deeper
level. “I want to understand it
emotionally, not just intellectually,”
he said. That perspective has been
the key to navigating both crises and
opportunities.

For Washburn students preparing
their own careers, Rodenbaugh
emphasized that success rarely
follows a carefully planned path.

“I didn't plan this out when | was
sitting in your chair,” he told them.

"It was a winding, curvy, odd way of
getting where | am.” What matters, he
stressed, is persistence, curiosity and
adaptability.

Looking back, Rodenbaugh credits
Washburn not only with providing his
academic path, but also for instilling
the confidence and critical thinking
skills that carried him forward. “It was
here that | learned how to learn,” he
reflected.

Rodenbaugh’s journey underscores
a central truth: leadership is less about
climbing a career ladder and more
about navigating challenges with
resilience and vision. From blizzards
and boardrooms to global strategy
and innovation, he has carried forward
lessons first formed in his Washburn
classrooms. For today’s students, his
example shows that with persistence
and service to others, even the most
unlikely path can lead to extraordinary
impact.

TARA DIMICK SPEAKS AT
SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON

Tara Dimick (BBA '02, MBA '15) returned to
campus in May to speak at our annual Scholarship
Awards Luncheon for awardees and donors.

Dimick is the owner of Compass Marketing and
Advertising Partners and the owner and publisher of
TK Magazine. She is also very committed to bettering
her community, serving on the multiple advisory
boards and as the chair of Momentum 2027 and the
Women's Fund of Topeka.

She spoke to students about her experiences as a
student and how much the faculty, staft and generous
donors of the School of Business helped her get to
where she is today.

BIZBODS EARN 4™ PLACE
IN INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS SIMULATION

This past spring, a five-person team of Brenneman
Business students qualified for and competed in the
Capsim's Capstone Spring Challenge and earned fourth
place against hundreds of students from around the
world. The team consisted of Jake Markert (St. Peters,
Mo.) Zaid Dajani (Lenexa, Kan.), Alonso Barraza
(Topeka, Kan.), Dominic Lopez (Parker, Colo.) and
Timothy Powel (Topeka, Kan.) strategically ran a
multi-million-dollar company, making a decision every
hour, for eight hours straight.

Every year, students who take Dr. Norma Juma's
Strategic Management course experience the business
simulation. It's an online learning tool that helps
them relate to what happens in the real world as they
make strategic decisions across the core functions of a
business.

Each semester, we administer the Educational Testing
Services (ETS) Major Field Test in Business to our BBA

and MBA capstone courses. The test measures business
knowledge gained by students during their studies and
allows us to benchmark performance against hundreds of
Business programs across the U.S.

Every year, consistently, for the last several years,
Washburn students have scored in at least the 75th
percentile or higher.

This year, for the first time in Washburn's history, one of our
students achieved a perfect score on the exam — Emeka
Ogbonna earned a score of 200.

The Washburn University students listed here placed in the
top 25 percent, Fall 2024 through Summer 2025.

Hannah Abel* Jackson Kavanagh
Chase Arnold Michael Keegan*
Caleb Baer Casey Matthews*

Alonzo Barraza
Jack Benedict*
Cole Benzmiller

Samuel McCoy*
Logan Michael
Shane Mullen

Gavan Bergman Ali Naveed*
My'Shay'Da Blue Drew Nelson
Dylan Brady Kristin Ng

Rhett Brown Emeka Ogbonna
Wyatt Carlson Timothy Powell
John Collar Peyton Price

Adam Rundel
Madden Rutherford

Braden Colley
Savanna Dey

Luke Dickey* Andrew Schmidtlein*
Mya Droge* Vaclav Schneider
Wesley Ekstrand Sarah Seley
Breahnna Enloe Logan Shull*

Mason Fair Kayla Simons

Jessica Filkin
Carter Gooden
Deedric Hagans
Conner Haire
Carson Haire

Ciaralyn Sunday
Ryan Swafford
Jaren Thompson*
Drake Vanderbilt
Jennifer Voegeli

Zoey Haugsness Banks Whitney
Wyatt Heiman* Gillian Witzke
Andrew Horvath* Hunter Woodyard
*MBA student



ADVISORS EXCEL MAKES TRANSFORMATIVE
INVESTMENT IN WASHBURN UNIVERSITY

Washburn University has entered a new era of academic
innovation thanks to a major investment from Advisors
Excel, a Topeka-based financial firm founded by Washburn
alumni Cody Foster and David Callanan. Their lead
gift to renovate the university’s Henderson Learning
Resources Center — soon
to be Advisors Excel Hall
— marks the largest single-
building renovation project
in Washburn’s history and a
milestone in the partnership
between the university
and the local business
community.

The transformation
officially kicked off in June
2025 with a glass-breaking
ceremony, signaling the start
of construction on what will
become a state-of-the-art
academic hub. For more than
50 years, Henderson Hall
had been a cornerstone of
Washburn’s campus, housing
countless classes and serving
as home to the Gregory D.
and Ronda K. Brenneman
School of Business, as well as
departments from the College of Arts & Sciences and the
Mass Media Department. Once complete, Advisors Excel
Hall will continue that legacy, updated for a new generation
of students.

Washburn President JuliAnn Mazachek praised the
project’s significance, saying “We honor the legacy of
President Henderson while looking forward to the future
and our ability to provide an outstanding learning
experience in our fully-renovated modern space at Advisors
Excel Hall.”

The renovation will completely re-imagine the building,
adding flexible classrooms that adapt to modern teaching
styles, new study and collaboration areas and cutting-edge
technology.

For Advisors Excel’s founders, this investment is deeply
personal. Foster and Callanan met as Washburn students in
the 1990s. They founded Advisors Excel in 2005 and grew
it into a national leader, now employing nearly 900 people
and managing more than $19 billion in client assets — all
while remaining committed to Topeka.

“An investment like this was important to us because we
know it will help develop career-ready graduates and attract
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the best and brightest students to Washburn,” Foster said.

“It’s an opportunity to support Washburn and its students,

and to strengthen the Topeka community and beyond.”
With Advisors Excel’s gift, Washburn was able to move

the long-envisioned renovation from dream to reality.

Washburn Alumni Association and Foundation President
Marshall Meek noted that once Foster and Callanan
stepped forward, others in the Washburn community
quickly followed, inspired to help bring the project to life.

'The collaboration between Washburn and Advisors Excel
also reflects shared leadership and vision. Foster, who
served on the university’s presidential search committee,
credits President Mazachek’s clear direction and focus on
community engagement as a major factor in their decision
to invest. Both Foster and Callanan see the project as a
“bet on the future” of Topeka — one that will pay dividends
through education, innovation and workforce development.

When it opens in early 2027, Advisors Excel Hall will
stand as a symbol of progress, collaboration and community
pride. As students, faculty and alumni return to the
revitalized space, they’ll find a building designed not only
for learning, but for connecting — between disciplines,
people and Washburn and Topeka’s growing business
community.

“We’re making a bet on Washburn’s growth,” Callanan
said. “And with the people and leadership they have, it’s a
good bet.”

ICHABODS IMPRESS
ON GLOBAL STAGE IN
FINLAND

Four Ichabods represented Washburn at the
X-Culture Global Symposium in Vaasa, Finland, in
August. Students Tommy Roehl, Jenni Armstrong and
Olivia Frederick, along with alumna Blythe Landon
(BBA °22), joined 150 students from more than 30
countries. Washburn’s participants were top performers
in the BU355 International Business course.

At the start of summer, each was assigned to an
international team working with a Finnish company.
Roehl and Armstrong worked with Crimppi, a
manufacturing firm, though on different teams.
Landon was assigned to Finvacon, specializing in
electrical components, while Frederick's group was set
to work with Zip Adventure Park.

Teams collaborated virtually for weeks, then refined
and presented their strategies in Finland directly
to company executives. Washburn made its mark:
Armstrong and Landon’s teams both won awards, with
Armstrong becoming the first Bizbod ever to receive
symposium honors.

Beyond competition, students immersed themselves
in Finnish culture — touring businesses, enjoying local
food and visiting landmarks, including a sauna and Zip
Adventure Park.

For the Ichabods, the week was about more than
winning — it was about collaboration, cultural exchange
and applying classroom skills to real-world challenges.

“I'm grateful that I was given the opportunity to
participate in the symposium and further develop
the skills I learned in class, while visiting a beautiful
country, learning about its culture and meeting new
people from around the world,” Roehl said.

In May, we held our annual Beta Gamma Sigma and Beta Alpha
Psi new member initiation dinner. Beta Alpha Psi added 14
initiates, while Beta Gamma Sigma inducted 44 new members.
Bruce Akin (BBA '87, MBA '98) was inducted to Beta Gamma
Sigma as an honorary member and spoke at the event. Akin was
the Vice President of Transmission and Distribution at Evergy, Inc.,

until he retired in 2022.

Beta Gamma Sigma is the international honor society serving
AACSB-accredited business programs. Only those who earn the
distinction of “the best in business” during their academic careers

can claim membership.

Beta Alpha Psi is an international honors organization aiming to
promote the study and practice of accounting, finance and
information systems and to recognize scholastic excellence in the

business information field.

2025 Beta Gamma Sigma Inductees:

Tim Hammes
Rachel Hansen
Chaz Havens
Isaac Hickman
Lauren Hulshof
Ryan Kramer

Sydney Achilles
Jenni Armstrong
Gloria Ball
Minakshi Bansal
Jayme Burdiek
Sophia Cavanaugh

Gwendolyn Clark Marinne Lilly
Gracy Dorzweiler Casey Matthews
Michele Drees Samuel McCoy
Mya Droge Karly Neufeld
Shelby Elskamp Coen Osborn
Mason Fair Josh Osborn

Carson Faurot Christian Paez
Jessica Filkin Trey Pivarnik
Talia Gay Peyton Price

2025 Beta Alpha Psi Inductees:

Anson Applehanz Jessica Filkin
Costanza Armadans Stuti Ghimire
Robert Darling Stephanie Granada
Mason Fair Cheyenne Hittle
Graham Faris Ryan Kramer

Brandon Rectenwald
Lakyn Schieferecke
Smera Shrestha

Luke Shull

Logan Shull

Shaye Taylor

Jaren Thompson
Meg Tibbits

Matisse Van Steenbergen
Jennifer Voegeli
Kaylee Wagner
Kade Walker

Claire Waner

Tayler Wessel

Andre Pourmirza
Timothy Powell
Ivalea Tien
Renata Viveros



FACULTY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

GAIL HOOVER KING
Visiting Professor of Accounting and
Data Analytics, Retired

Dr. Gail Hoover King was awarded the
2025 Outstanding Accounting Educator
Award by the American Accounting
Association, which recognizes educators
who have significantly impacted or
innovated accounting education. She
also celebrated her retirement at the
conclusion of the spring semester.

BARBARA SCOFIELD

Professor of Accounting and Director

of the MAcc Program, Retired

After 12 years of service at Washburn

and thousands of students educated, Dr.
Barbara Scofield retired at the conclusion
of the summer semester. “I feel privileged
to have been part of Washburn’s work of
providing students with the knowledge
and skills to build meaningful careers. Go
Bods!" she reflected.

MANAF SELLAK

Associate Professor of Economics

Dr. Manaf Sellak was promoted to
associate professor of economics. He

has taught at Washburn for six years.
"My favorite part of teaching is watching
students grow in confidence as they
connect economics concepts and tools to
real-world issues, ask critical questions
and develop analytical skills they can
carry into their careers and lives," he said.

AKHADIAN HARNOWO
Associate Professor of Production
and Operations Management

Dr. Akhadian Harnowo was awarded

the 2025 Dicus Excellence in Teaching
Award. One student shared, "I have never
learned more in a professor's class than

I did in his class. His command of the
subject, energy in the classroom and
willingness to meet with students really
helped me thrive in his class."

MICHAEL STOICA
Distinguished Professor of
Marketing

Dr. Michael Stoica was awarded the 2025
Kaw Valley Bank Award for Research
Excellence. In the last five years, he has
co-authored 13 conference presentations
and 16 peer-reviewed journal articles.
He has produced research in the areas of
marketing, business administration and
educational technologies.

NORMA ]UMA
Brenneman Professor of Business
Strategy

Dr. Norma Juma was awarded the 2025
Outstanding Achievement Award by

the Topeka Chapter of The Links. The
Links is a volunteer service organization
for women committed to enriching,
sustaining and ensuring the cultural and
economic survival of African Americans.
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