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Welcome to the Intensive English Program at 

Washburn University! 
Welcome to the Intensive English Program  

at Washburn University! 

We call it the IE Program, IEP, or someƟmes just “IE”. 

Our Mission: 

The mission of the Intensive English Program (IEP) is to offer leveled English 

language courses to prepare non-naƟve English speakers, including interna-

Ɵonal students, for success in degree programs at the university and other 

academic and community seƫngs.  The IEP is commiƩed to facilitaƟng cross-

cultural understanding and supporƟng the university’s value of academic ex-

cellence and inclusion. 

CompleƟng the IE Program (IEP) will fulfill the WU English proficiency re-

quirements needed to enter most WU degree programs.   Up to 12 General 

EducaƟon credits can be earned toward a WU bachelor’s degree. ElecƟve 

credits can also be earned for Level 2 courses. 

 To complete the Intensive English Program (IEP) and the WU English profi-

ciency requirements, students need to EARN a C (70%) or beƩer in each 

200-level course or earn the appropriate iBT TOEFL, IELTS, or IEP Place-

ment Test scores (See TesƟng). 

 To pass to the next level of courses, students need to EARN a C (70%) or 

beƩer OR provide the appropriate test scores (See TesƟng). 

 A few programs, such as Bachelor of Nursing require TOEFL scores for ad-

mission aŌer the 2 year of courses. 

Courses:    Reading, Speaking/Understanding, WriƟng, and 

Language in Context 

There are three levels for each skill area: 

*Level 1 (IE072, IE073, IE074) 

*Level 2 (IE102, IE103, IE104) 

*Level 3 (IE202, IE203, IE204)  

All classes follow the University schedule and meet four Ɵmes per 
week each semester (16 weeks). IE091 and 092 meet 2-3 hours 
per week.  Spring semester is January to May.  Fall is August to 
December.  Some courses may be offered during the 5-week summer session. 
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Things you should know about the IEP courses:  

 ALL IEP classes are graded.  The grade the student earns counts toward 
the overall G.P.A.  (Grade Point Average)   

 IE202, 203, and 204 are a General EducaƟon course applicable to Hu-
maniƟes General EducaƟon requirements for all bachelor degree pro-
grams. Students can earn required credit toward their degree with 
these courses. 

 IE102, 103, and 104 saƟsfy elecƟve credits toward a bachelor’s degree.   

 There is free tutoring and a wriƟng center available for extra help.    

 Full-Ɵme IE students working toward a degree at WU usually take 3-4 
classes in the IEP each semester.  This would be 12-13 hours of tuiƟon,  
per semester, and 15-18 hours of in-class Ɵme every week.  

 IE courses cannot be repeated a third Ɵme when a C or beƩer has not 
been earned the first two Ɵmes. 

Course DescripƟons from the WU Academic Catalog:  

IE 091 / 092 Language in Context Seminar I (0-2 hrs tuiƟon credit) 
This course gives internaƟonal students unique opportuniƟes to experience language in local cultural 
contexts and challenge their applicaƟon of the English language. Students will go on field trips and hear 
guest speakers from diverse backgrounds on relevant topics to the internaƟonal student. Students will 
be required to complete a project and write a journal with reflecƟons on their experiences. IE091 is 
offered in the fall and IE092 is offered in the spring. These courses meet for two hours per week but do 
not count toward the 120 hours bachelors’ degree requirement. Full Ɵme Intensive English students can 
enroll in this course for 1 credit. No prerequisite. Students with an F-1 visa for language study may be 
required to take this course.  Students on J-1 visas can also take this course to fulfill their requirements for 
cultural studies. Short-term visiƟng students also take these courses for their programs. 

 

Intensive English Program StaƟsƟcs: 

 More than 96% of students who have finished the IEP, pass 

their Introductory College WriƟng and Public Speaking clas-

ses! 

 More than 80% of students pass all of their Intensive Eng-

lish classes. 



 

 

Reading Comprehension (meets 5 hours per week) 4 credit hours 
IE 072 Reading and Comprehension for Academic Purposes I  

Students focus on learning the 1000 most common words in English and begin to do sustained content read-

ing at a high beginning level using strategies to help them increase comprehension and gain fluency and vo-

cabulary.  Students will be able to apply grammar points presented in this course at an A2 Level.  (Move from 

CEFR A1 to A2) 

IE 102 Reading and Comprehension for Academic Purposes II 
Students will become acƟve readers of content in English at an intermediate level using knowledge of 2000 
most common words of English and further develop their strategies for vocabulary learning and reading fluen-
cy to increase their comprehension and understanding of text organizaƟon. Students will be able to apply 
grammar points presented in this course at an B1 Level.   

IE 202 Reading and Comprehension for Academic Purposes III   GEHU COM 
Students will develop academic vocabulary, reading fluency, comprehension and strategies to become acƟve 
readers and monitor and adjust their strategies to meet the demands of academic reading for university 
courses.   Students will be able to apply grammar points presented in this course at a CEFR level of B2  

 
Speaking and Understanding (meets 5 hours per week) 4 credit hours 

IE 073 Speaking and Understanding for Academic Purposes I  
Students will understand and use words and phrases needed for everyday social situaƟons and will acquire 

survival skills for the American college classroom.  Students will be able to apply grammar points presented in 

this course at an A2 Level. 

IE 103 Speaking and Understanding for Academic Purposes II  
NonnaƟve English speaking students pracƟce to improve their oral and aural skills. They prepare to parƟci-
pate in everyday social conversaƟons, classroom interacƟons, listening effecƟvely to lectures and being in-
volved in basic discussions. Students are expected to prepare and give short speeches and will be tested 
weekly on a list of idiomaƟc expressions.   

IE 203 Speaking and Understanding for Academic Purposes III  GEHU COM 
This course focuses specifically on the skills needed for presentaƟons, class discussion, the basic organizaƟon 
of American communicaƟon, and idiomaƟc expressions that prepare the student for the American academic 
and professional environment.   

Academic WriƟng (meets 5 hours per week) 4 credit hours 

IE 074 WriƟng for Academic Purposes I   
Students will develop skills in wriƟng sentences with correct structure and a beginning-level paragraph on 
concrete or personal subjects.  They will also be able to use technology to compose their wriƟng, including 
appropriate wriƩen communicaƟon with an instructor. Students will be able to apply grammar points pre-
sented in this course at an A2 Level.  

IE 104 WriƟng for Academic Purposes II  
Students will develop skills in wriƟng intermediate-level academic paragraphs of the following types:  defini-
Ɵon, descripƟon, opinion, explaining processes.  Students will also learn strategies to apply to wriƟng and 
ediƟng. Students will be able to apply grammar points presented in this course at an B1 Level.  

IE 204 WriƟng for Academic Purposes III  GEHU COM 
Students develop the ability to compose, (i.e., comprehend, select, plan, draŌ) and produce essay length 
texts on diverse general educaƟon academic topics by applying appropriate wriƟng strategies with basic 
knowledge of how to use other sources and cite without plagiarism.   Students will be able to apply grammar 
points presented in this course at an B2 Level.   
 

IE100 Intensive English for Academic Purposes 
 This course is offered for short term groups only. 

 



 

 

Program Student Learning Outcomes: 

PSLO1:  Grammar & Structures for Academic Purposes 

Upon compleƟon of the IEP, students will be able to write short essays, present short aca-
demic speeches, and parƟcipate in social conversaƟons with minimal grammar errors aŌer 
applying linguisƟc knowledge and using strategies to find and correct their own errors. 

PSLO2:  Reading Comprehension for Academic Purposes 

Upon compleƟon of the IEP, students will be able to read at 180 words per minute with 
75% comprehension in order to succeed in courses with required college-level (low-
advanced) reading. 

PSLO3:  Speaking & Understanding for Academic Purposes 

Upon compleƟon of the IEP, students will be able to take relevant and organized notes 
from short lectures and deliver a college-level speech presentaƟon with clear points, or-
ganizaƟon, and proper citaƟons 

PSLO4:  WriƟng for Academic Purposes 

Upon compleƟon of the IEP, students will be able to write a college level paper organized 
in the American-style of discourse and academic vocabulary with some research and prop-
er citaƟons included. 

PSLO5: Language in Context Seminar  

Upon compleƟon of the IEP, degree-seeking students will be able to idenƟfy resources on 
campus for success in the college classroom, self-reflect on study skills needed for the col-
lege classroom, increase communicaƟve competence in English through authenƟc lan-
guage pracƟce, increase their comfort level of working on a mulƟcultural team, and pre-
sent about reflecƟons on cultural adjustment lessons learned. 

Placement: 

All students on F-1 student visas must meet the WU English proficiency requirements 
(www.washburn.edu/ip).  Students can meet this by taking an iBT TOEFL , IELTS, or Duolingo Eng-
lish Test.  The  Using one of these methods, the coordinator places each student in appropriate 
courses.  Each student is given a study plan that tells which courses a student is required to enroll 
in.  Then, students are also given a diagnosƟc test during the online pre-arrival orientaƟon or dur-
ing the first week of classes to confirm that they are in the right place.  Some student may be 
placed in a lower level than indicated on the TOEFL/IELTS/DET if IEP faculty believe the student 
will be more successful in a lower level. If a student feels they are placed incorrectly, the student 
must first inform the instructor.  The instructor will then contact the coordinator.  The coordinator 
and the instructor will then inform the student of any placement changes by email and tell the 
student how to make the changes.  Students will follow the IE Study Plan unƟl they have finished 
each level in each area. 
 

Enrollment:  

Enroll in the required courses first to fulfill English proficiency requirements. Then you can choose 
other WU courses to fill your schedule. 



 

 

  

Grammar outcomes are 

divided among the other  

skill area courses. 

IE_02 Reading    Compre-

hension for Academic Pur-

poses 

IE_03 Speaking  &     Under-

standing for Academic Pur-

poses 

IE_04 WriƟng for Academic 

Purposes 

Level 1: 
IE070 

Courses 

Students will be able to 

write and speak with cor-

rect simple sentence and 

quesƟon structure and cor-

rectly use beginning verbs 

in simple present and past.  

They will also be able to use 

basic comparisons. 

IE072: Students will demon-

strate knowledge of the 1000 

most common words of Eng-

lish be able to understand 

readings at a highbeginning 

level and be able to use 

strategies to learn vocabu-

lary. 

IE073: Students are able to 
understand and use words 
and phrases needed for eve-
ryday social situaƟons and 
survival skills 

for the American college 

classroom. 

IE074: Students will be able to 

write simple sentences and a 

beginning-level paragraph on 

personal topics. 

Level II: 
IE100 

Courses 

Students will master the 

use of simple present, past 

and future tenses in inter-

mediate level sentences.  

They will have mastered 

forming simple quesƟons 

and comparisons.  Students 

will have a beginning 

knowledge of more com-

plex grammar structures 

like using passive voice, and 

present perfect tense. 

IE102: Students will be able 

to read content readings at 

an intermediate level and 

have knowledge of the 2000 

most common words of Eng-

lish.  They will be able to 

apply strategies for reading 

faster and learning vocabu-

lary. 

IE103: Students will be able 
to understand and use inter-
mediate 

English in everyday social 

situaƟons, classroom inter-

acƟons, short lectures on 

general subjects, and basic 

discussions us.  They are 

able to give a short speech 

on a general subject. 

IE104: Students will be able 

to write paragraphs of the 

following types:  definiƟon, 

descripƟon, opinion,  and 

process.  Students will also 

be able to apply the wriƟng 

process when they write. 

Level III: 
IE200 

Courses 

GEHU 

credit 

Students will be able to use 

tenses and complex sen-

tences to write and speak in 

appropriate English for aca-

demic situaƟons and uni-

versity social situaƟons.  

They will also be able to 

apply correcƟng strategies 

to their own English when 

preparing for academic situ-

aƟons. 

IE202: Students will be able 

to understand the most com-

mon academic vocabulary 

and be able to understand 

and respond to readings at a 

freshman college level at a 

speed in order to meet the 

demands of academic work. 

General EducaƟon Credit 

Course  in HumaniƟes 

IE203: Students will be able 

to give an organized presen-

taƟon on a college-level 

subject using basic American 

communicaƟve organiza-

Ɵon, use and understand 

idioms that are used in the 

American academic and 

professional environment, 

and take effecƟve notes on 

short academic lectures. 

General EducaƟon Credit 

Course  in HumaniƟes 

IE204: Students will be able to 

plan, draŌ, write and edit 

essay-length texts on general 

academic topics with 

knowledge of US concepts of 

academic honesty. 

General EducaƟon Credit 

Course  in HumaniƟes 

Intensive English Proficiency Scale 



 

 

Placement: 

All students on F-1 student visas must meet the WU English proficiency requirements 
(www.washburn.edu/ip).  Students can meet this by taking an iBT TOEFL , IELTS, or Duolingo 
English Test.  The  Using one of these methods, the coordinator places each student in appro-
priate courses.  Each student is given a study plan that tells which courses a student is required 
to enroll in.  Then, students are also given a diagnosƟc test  during the first week of classes to 
confirm that they are in the right place.  Some student may be placed in a lower level than indi-
cated on the TOEFL/IELTS/DET if IEP faculty believe the student will be more successful in a low-
er level. If a student feels they are placed incorrectly, the student must first inform the instruc-
tor.  The instructor will then contact the coordinator.  The coordinator and the instructor will 
then inform the student of any placement changes by email and tell the student how to make 
the changes.  Students will follow the IE Study Plan unƟl they have finished each level in each 
area. 
 

Enrollment:  

Enroll in the required courses first to fulfill English proficiency requirements. Then you can 
choose other WU courses to fill your schedule. 

  

Final Exams: 

Final exams are taken during the last week of the semester which is called Finals 
Week.  You must take the final exam during the scheduled Ɵme.  You cannot 
take it earlier unless approved 3 weeks in advance.  Please look at your syllabi to 
see the final exam schedule for your class and see the University policies about 
Final Exam Week. 

 

AƩendance:  
Good aƩendance helps you be successful in the Intensive English classes. You should noƟfy 
your instructor and also see Student Health Services in Morgan Hall if you are sick and miss 
class. You should also check D2L for any homework.   AƩendance is recorded and monitored 
for immigraƟon status purposes. 

Being on Ɵme:  

You should come to class before the start Ɵme of the class.  This is considered polite to your 
instructor and classmates. 
 

CompleƟng the IE Program: 
Students will follow the Study Plan they receive aŌer placement from the adviser.  Progress 
through the program will start where they are placed and follow the Proficiency Scale on page 
5 of the IE Student Guide.  Students will update study plans each semester when they meet 
with their adviser.  Students can repeat courses twice without permission according to the 
WU policy. 



 

 

“Always walk through life as if you have something new to learn and you 
will.”- Vernon Howard 

Grades: 

Grades are earned in IEP classes and are calculated from the quality 
of the work you have done in a course to meet the learning out-
comes.  Homework, tests, classroom acƟviƟes and compleƟon of as-
signments are all part of your final grade.  Look on your syllabus to 
find out how the grade in each course will be calculated.   
If you have a quesƟons about a grade: 

 First, speak to your instructor. 

 If you cannot speak to your instructor right away, send an email 
and ask for an appointment with your instructor.   

If you have any problem with a course, speak to your instructor first.  
AŌer you have done that, your instructor will tell you what to do 
next. 
 
  

  

How do you pass an IE Class?  

 Go to every class on Ɵme or early 

 Ask quesƟons when you don’t understand and finish all of the homework 

 Learn the vocabulary words from the lists in this  handbook 

 Make some American friends 

 Speak and read as much in English as possible. 

 Learn the rules of academic honesty in the U.S. 

 

PrinƟng Your Homework:  

Students will need to type and print some of their homework.  The most important thing to remember is that you 
should NOT wait unƟl the morning your assignment is due to print!  There are many places to print on campus.  
Students have free prinƟng on campus up to a certain limit. There is informaƟon on the main Washburn University 
website. 

A = 90-100% 
B = 80-89% 
C = 70-79% 
D = 60-69% 
F = 0-59% 

p
ass 

fail 



 

   

Tutors  

See this website for more informaƟon about WU free tutoring: hƩps://www.washburn.edu/student-life/
tutoring-wriƟng-center/index.html 
Intensive English Resource Shelf in the University Library 

In the University Library, there is a bookshelf with books for reading and helping with your English study. 
Ask for Sean Stacey or email him at sean.stacey@washburn.edu to find that shelf of books. Or, you can ask 
at the front desk for the locaƟon. 

Academic Honesty Policy:  

In the U.S. each person owns the words that he or she writes.  Therefore, it is stealing to copy someone 
else’s words.  It is stealing to write the words found in any book, or online without also wriƟng where you 
found the words.  There are special ways to write down where you found the words.  In your Academic 
WriƟng courses in the IEP, you will learn how to write without stealing anyone’s words.  You will also learn 
how to use words from others and write down exactly where you found them.  You will learn how to be 
ACADEMICALLY HONEST according to US academic culture.    

Stealing someone’s words or ideas and not telling where you found them is called PLAGIARISM.  Plagiarism 
is against WU policy, which you can read here:  hƩps://www.washburn.edu/knowthecode 

  Please look at page 62. 

If a student plagiarizes at WU, he or she may not get points for that assignment and may earn an F for a 
class.  In the IEP, it is the same.  Students will learn how to write correctly.  However, aŌer students know 
about plagiarism, they will be expected not to do it and can earn an F in a course if they plagiarize.  

There is another part of academic honesty.  Students must not copy papers from others and turn them in 
as their own.  This is stealing.  Also, students must do their own work.  Furthermore, students can be 

caught cheaƟng on tests if they look at other students’ papers during a test.  You must cover your answers 
and not let anyone look at your answers.  You could be caught cheaƟng if you show other students your 
answers during a test.  Be very CAREFUL!    

Students are expected to learn English and complete assignments without use of generaƟve AI unless a 
specific assignment requires or suggests it. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Test Placement 

The Intensive English Program Director reserves the right to change the placement level of a student aŌer spe-
cific course diagnosƟcs have been given during the first week of class. Other tests may be accepted by the Uni-
versity. See this webpage English proficiency requirement | Washburn University  or the Program Director for more 
informaƟon. 

 
 

 

    

 
 

WU  
Placement 

Test iBT  TOEFL IELTS  

Total Score 

No IE  
required if sub-
test scores are 

sufficient 

  

73 6.0 
These are require-
ments for under-

graduate admission. 

Reading  
Comprehension 

for Academic 
Purposes 

No IE required 80 17-30 6.0 

Scores taken 
from reading 
part of test** 

202 55 11-16 5.5 

102 30 6-10 5.0 

72 none none none 

Speaking & Un-
derstanding for 
Academic Pur-

poses 

No IE required 155 18-30 6.0 Scores taken 
from listening 
part or taken 

from an average 
of speaking and 
listening parts** 

203 120 14-17 5.0 

103 60 6-13 4.0 

73 none none none 

WriƟng for Aca-
demic Purposes 

No IE required 80 19-30 6.0 

Scores taken 
from wriƩen 
part of test** 

204 60 14-18 5.0 

104 40 8-13 4.0 

74 none none none 

Duolingo 
English 

Test (DET)
** 

105 

100 

90 

60 

none 

100 

80 

60 

none 

100 

80 

60 

none 



 

   

 

QuesƟons and Concerns  
Any person who wishes to submit a concern about any of the services or faciliƟes offered by the 
Intensive English Program should in the first contact their IE instructor. For further concerns, contact the 
Director of Intensive English, Kelly McClendon, in Modern Languages at kelly.mcclendon@washburn.edu. 
AlternaƟvely, any IE student may receive and complete a Washburn University Intensive English Program 
Formal Student Complaint Form the Director or through email by contacƟng 
learnenglish@washburn.edu.  

Contact: 

Kelly McClendon, M.A. TESL 

Senior Lecturer, Modern Languages 

Office: Morgan 350A 

Office phone: 785-670-2688 

Email: kelly.mcclendon@washburn.edu 

www.washburn.edu/ip 


