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Comparing Study Abroad Programs: 
Questions to Consider 
Take a closer look at your Top 3 Options and compare the details. Use the questions below to guide your research.  
Check out the program provider’s website and reach out to the SAO to get the answers you need. 

Questions Program 1 Program 2 Program 3 
Program Model: Exchange? Provider Partner? On-site Center? 
Hybrid? 

   

Inclusive Program Fee: What is the cost of this program? What is 
not included? 

   

Additional Fees: Application fee? Deposit? Payment due dates?    
Host University Partner: Where will I be taking my courses?    
GPA Minimum Requirement: Is there one required?    
Program Dates: Begin and end dates? Holiday breaks? Do the dates 
line up with WU terms? 

   

Courses Offered: Do they offer courses I need in my degree 
program? 

   

Course Descriptions: Can I get copies of the course descriptions or 
syllabi to share with my WU Academic Advisor for transfer credit 
approval? 

   

School of Record: Who will issue my transcript/certificate?    
Excursions: Are excursions are included in the program fee?    
Optional Excursions: Are there optional excursions offered for an 
extra fee? 

   

Cultural Activities: What types of cultural activities are included in 
the program fee? 

   

Language Learning: Can I take language courses? Is there a 
placement exam required? 

   

Housing Options: On-campus? Apartment? Dorm style? Homestay?    
Meals: Are meals provided? Will I have access to a kitchen?    
Visa Requirement: Will I need a Visa to enter my destination 
country?  What is the cost? 

   

Visa Application Process: Do I need to travel to a consulate to 
obtain my Visa? What is the process? 

   

Internship Option: Do they offer a study + intern option?    
Internship Details: Is there an extra fee? For how many weeks is 
the internship? 

   

Scholarships Available: Are scholarships or travel stipends offered 
by the Provider? 

   

Application/Scholarship Deadlines: When is the application 
deadline? 

   

Rate of exchange: Use the XE - Universal Currency Converter website to estimate the conversion rate:   
*To compare the cost of study abroad to the cost of attending WU, refer to the Estimated Cost of Attendance at WU  
**To estimate meal expenses abroad, a general guideline is to use 25 % of the per diem allowed by the U.S. Department 
of State for your location. https://aoprals.state.gov/web920/per_diem.asp  
 

#1 Option: ______________________________________Term: ________________________________________  Cost: __________________________  
Questions: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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