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Iowa Cilvy, Iowa,
docembey 19, 1929,

lear krs. lraper:

I am very glad to heve "Fourteen" for Whe Ildland. W shall
publish 1t scon. I hope you won't worry about whether it gets threo
stars or none. I expect it to get three., bub chat 1ls not she rea-
son why I am sceepting it. I am ocgepbin: it because I belisve it
ko be a significant story wall-uold. I think you should feel sat-
isfied in heving written it for the ssme resson.

I am not sure that you &sre right, or falyr to yourself or me,
in saying thot you wish to postpone aveiling yowrself of my crit-
icism until you feel that you ocsn psy for 1t as you go slong. If
I can help you at all, you need she helb now rvasher thon after you
have made more exbtensive gales:and I beligve I can help you, not
only to mlke sales bul to wrifé things thas willl satisfy you. I _
am afraid that "doing what editors went" is someshing I should nev-i
er urge upon you. I should always wank you to bring out the pos-
isbilities of & given pioce of materiasl. Tat is what you are not

fdoing at mresent in many cases, I feel.

Take, for example, thigs "Coolie Coag." It's a highly interest-
ing sitwation; the people hava vitality; the mction is convinecing;
and the final sentence hits very hard. But in spise of all this,

I am afrald that no editor is likely to tske the story;and in the
case of one edltor at least, that is because the possibilities of
the thing are not realized, not because of the thing ibself.,

I do think one has t0o make & -move or iess definite cuolce in Fff
writing , betwoen doing things for specific mrkets and Jjust doing
things because they ave worthwhile. I think you could do che first
successfully bubt I inagine yow would find it too uapleasant to be
really worthwhilg. What I should prefer is for you to wrilte the
things you want to and let me help you %0 see, in some cesses and
for & while, kow they should be written. Some of these things,
I fedl reasonably sare, will sell. There was your story in the
Christmas "Household kagazine." I was vory glad to ses it there.
‘T am afraild T didn't help yowu very much with that story but I
foal sure that you can do others that will sell, and that at the
same time will please you better than this one probably has.

And the novel. T am perfectiy sure from tha stories of yours
that I have seen thet you have the material for & novel of very
real significange in the experience that has gone into the naking
of the "Fruit at Singapore® and "Fourteen"., I belleve that it



would be a satisfying thing for you %o do. ©whe chance for publica-
tion of & novel disfinguished by literary werit is relatively greater
than that for short stories of bthe same kind. It is very ftrue, of
Gourse, that many such novels fail Lo bring wwch money. What I am
thinking of is the psychological satisfaction thas I thinlk iy might
be %o you to do this work. I don't believe Shat it would be so hard
4 job 4g you should think. To some extont I believe that it would
ba possible for you to fit together the material 7o have already
written for this purvose.

1 am loaving herc in a couple of days for & brief vacation
in Michlgan. I shall return about January 56l Perhaps you will
care %0 think the matter over until that time and I hope” you may
decide to let me hwlp you with at least one or two mannscripts
on & commlssion bagsis. If you care to send me several stories) I
shall be pleased 4o read Lhem, to seledt thoss thet I think hest
worth working on, =ud then if you approve my choice, b0 give you
my oritieism of then;, the understanding %o be that if tlio manu- '51.,
script were so0ld I would receive a fairly liberal fraction of ima "
sum redlized and that if 16 did not sell yon would ho under no
obligations to me. I am doing this with one o two other students
and agsure you that I should nobt suggest it if I did not feel thas
1t is fair to me. S

1y vewry pood wishes for the Christmas souson £0 to you with
this letter.-

Sincerely yours,

YJ/V/&A T T ot P




