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Dear Peggy:

Se glad to hear from you and to learn that you have many interests to ex-
plore, How wonderful, also, that you were able to find a new fellowtravel-
er whose interests parallel yours! May you continus to live with aware~
ness and mental excitement.

I have been waiting until I had time to think about your request about
the early years of your wonderful mother. I am so busy all the time and
have been doing extra things to the house, like insulating the attic floor,

~“having the outside trim painted, etc, buying new Oriental rugs for my bed-

room and the waiting room. Now things are beautiful and I can enjoy the

- fruits of my labors for the rest of my life, The electric bill is so rwuch
less with the insulation, It will pay for istself in a yoar.

Helen's daughter, Betty Murpgh, and her family moved back to Louisiana
this week and I gave them a2 dinner party last Sunday. Rocky and Jeanne
Harper and their two little boys were here also, making ten altogether
with the girl in the apt. So now I shall have only one relative near re, -
Rocky and his family. (0ldest song of Connie's daughter, Betty Harper.)

Your mother had a profouhd influence on my life, Hearing her play the
piano at night when I was a child going to sleep made me love the piane,
Hew she ever did so well with so few lessons, I do not know., She even
played Chopin Waltzes. When I was born she was already a big girl of ten
so I became her special charge. She was always interested in men, she con-
fessed to me years later, and when the newest boyfriend would try to give
her a hand in wheeling the baby, she said I would shriek and express my
disapproval. {What a brat I must have been).I remember when we wmoved to
Philadelphia from Greensburg, Pa., your mother wes teaching in a negro
Missionary Scheolin S, Carolina and returned hore at night and, what a thzo?
she came up and hugged me as I was asleep, I guess. It made me very emo-
tional I remember, :

She always vearned for the finest things in life, music, art, literature,
She had "One Foot in H eaven" with her soarings and ambitions alwavys.

The tragedy of her life was that she was not able to go to college, though

.her High School teachers sald she was a "natural college materiall No

money!!!l I do not understand why there were no scholarships in those days?
So she got odd jobs, took 1it. courses at the U, of Pa,, no credits, and
worked at Curtis Publishing Co, as a correspondent for such 2 paltry sum
that her fiather made her quit. Socially she was radiant., If she could have
had a college education and found a job worthy of her talents she could he-
soared to the top anywhere in the world,

Instead - she lived in a small town, raised a fine family, lived in her
imagination and writings what was denied to her on this earth.

Never any complaints, never any disloyalty to family and the spot on this
earth she could not change. A really beautiful character, who found beauty
wherever she could and lived by it. Her children are blessed with a wonder-

ful heritage,

I am sorry I discarded a western Magazine with a story written by Edythe
Squier Draper, but I have reached an age when I am trying to lessen m
pessessions, Come to see me i1f you can,with your fine husband!

Love always,
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